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CHILDREN. 
My dear Children, | : 
HO this Plain Diſcourſe of The 

| Neceſſity of SgRiOUs CO N- 


SIDERATION and SPEEDY 
| REPENTANCE, ſeemto me we- 
ry needful to many, and is therefore publiſhed,that 
all who need it, and pore to make uſe of it, may 
have by them a friendly Rememebrancer to 

ut them in mind to take all due care of them- 
ſelves: Tet becauſe of «he ſpecial Love and 
Care I ought te have for you, 4s I am your Fa- 
ther, I do in a more ſpecial manner commend it 
fo you, as the very belt Advice I am able to give 
70u; and ſceing my life cannot now be mich lon- 
ger, it may be the laſt. 44 
If T have expetted from you the Duty of Obes» ' 
dient Children, zt hath been always more for 
your ſakes thazx mine own ; that you mizht be 
ſharers in that ſpecial Promiſe which St. Paul 
tells you belongs to them that Honour their Fa- 
_ ther and Mother, Epheſ.'6. 2, 3. And I ſhall 
always reckon, that you very fully pay all that 
Honour which you owe to me, ſo long asI fee 


$ you 


o 


To my Children. 


ou make it your chief buſineſs to fear God, and 
vx his Commandments., which 1s your 
whole Duty, Eccl. i2.13. Hononr always your 
Father which is in Heaven; ad be ſure you car 
do wo greater Henour than that ta your Parents 
wpon Earth. And as you may juſtly expect from 
we the Love and Care of a Father; ſo you 
ought to think, that I never better expreſs either 
of them towards you, than' when, as the ſame 
St, Paul hath commanded me, I endeavour to 
bring you up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord, v. 4. For whatever elſe God ſhall 
enable me to do for you, in this I take care at 
once both of your Souls aud Bodies ; Godlinefs 
having rhe promiſe of the life that now 1s, and 
of that which is to come, i Tim. 4. 5. 

4 dare not be confid®nt, that T have not much 
fail 'd you in this Duty of a Father, whilſt you 
were all at home with me, and under my eye. Net- 
ther can I now hope to have you again much with 
me whilſt T live, or indeed that T ſhall live much 
longer to take any care at all of you. The only 
way therefore that us n:w left me, either to make 
you amenas for ſuch negleQs of you, as I may 
bye been at any time guilty of ;, or to teſtify 
»:y earneſt deſire, that yau may be always happy 
in the Service, aud under the Bleſſing of Al- 
mighty God, the FATHER, SON, and 
HOLY GHOST, #0 whom you were in your 
Baptiſm dedicated; # firſt, daily fo lang 4: T 

. - live 
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To my. Children. 


live to: pray for his Grace to guide.and govern 
y0u in the ways of Truth aud Holineſs to: Eter+ 
nal Life; '2zd'then\'to put into your hands the 
frbſtance. of all thoſe pious Inftruttions. which 


T could tver be able to pie you, were we to live 


here together to the World's end. 1 1» 

* This, if I miſtake not," T have already in ſome 
good 'meaſure done in three ſmall Boaks,, vis. 
CHRISTIANITY SHORT; the 
SCRIPTURE-CATECHI'S M, and the 
COMMUNICANTS GUIDE If yoube 
perfedt in theſe e, you will underſtand reafamcbly 
well. both what you are to believe, do, defire, ad 
hope for ; aud will be-:ble to reap more benefit by 


the: reading of other more excellent Books, - ad 


chiefly that Book of books, the Bo ©. « of 
G O D, which I do charge you with-all the Au- 
thority of « Father, to read ſo long 'as you live, 
when not . unavoidably hinder'd ( fome part of 
it daily); and that with the greateſh ſeriouſneſs 
and attention of wind, with the devguteſt Re- 
verence to the Great GOD, whoſe Word it 
is, and with moſt earneſt Prayers to Him, to en- 
lighten your underſtandings by it, axd to con- 
form your Wills wholly ut o it. 

Conſider well all that you read or hear, and 
ſpeedily put iz prattice all that is your Duty to 
do, and taſt off every Sin withont delay ; As 
this Diſcourle will, I hote, convince you, it is 
altogether neceſſary for you to dg, Hwving there- 

84 its 


To my Children. 


in faid ſo mach to. you and others joyntly, I 
ſhall not need to ſay much more now to you 
alone. Only let me adviſe you to bear this al 
ways is remembrance, That if you will be ſaved, 
it muſt be by obeying the Goſpel of Jusus 
CHRr1sT, ouronly Saviour, which you cans 
wot do, but by denying your ſelves, by doing his 
will and nat your own. following his Rules, 
azd not the Cuſtoms and Faſhions of the Per- 
ſons, great or ſmall, amongſt whom you live. 
Our Wills are corrupt and perverſe, and the 
Multitade is always in the broad way to De> 
ſtruftion. Tos have need of much Chriſtian 
courage to ſave your ſelves from this untoward 


| Generation. 0, as you love God and your ſelves, 


he weither aſhamed mor afraid to live as the 
few ds, which are inthe narrow way to Life. 
Stewutly reſolve to be as indifferent for. the 
World, as you ſee many zealous for it ; and as 
zealous for God and Heaven, as you ſce others 
regardleſs of them. Pray fervently for ſtrength 
0 dO as you reſolve; and then ] doubt not , 
but you will be a comfort to me whilſt I live, 
and au Honour to me when 1 am agad; and 
when you are dead too, we +ſball all live together 
again in the Eternal Joys of Heaven, through 


Je$usS CHRIST our Lord. Amen. 
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The InTRoDuCTION. 


FHT\HAT Exhortation. which . St. Pe- 
'. fer hath given unto/ Chriſtians, 
2 Pet. r.-10. To give diligence to 
make their calling and eleftion ſure, 
muſt needs appear at the very firſt hearing 
of 'jt,, ſo very reaſonable, and fo much for 
our Advantge every way, that one would 
think it ſhould be moſt readily embraced , 
and immediately putin practice by every one 
that loves himſelf, Can any one, who hath 
any love for himſelf (as who" hath not in 
{ome ſenſe or other?) reſt himſelf content 
and well ſatisfied, ſo long as he apprehends 
himſelf to be in an »»ſafe and dergerous Con- 
m7 | ; dition, 


2 The Introduftion. 


dition, and knows a way how to come out of 
it? Ts it not natural to all Men in ſuch a Caſe 
to beſtir themſelves, and to ſeek out dili- 
gently all che means of ſafety, and never to 
ceaſe from ſo doing, till they think them- 
{elves as ſure as Men can be, that all the dan- 
ger is over; and that they need no longer to 
fear , either to loſe the good they love, or to 
ſuffer the Evil they abhor ? Yes, it is natu- 
ral enough to us all, to uſe as much, and 
oftentimes a great deal more diligence, than 
it is either xeedful or fit for us to uſe, that 
we may ſecure the ſafety of our Bodjes, and 
even of the leaſt valuable parts of our Eſtates 


in this World ; which yet it is not in our ' 


power to do, tho we do all that ever we 
can to that purpoſe. But, alas! we are 
ſo far from uſing any ſuch diligence in 
endeavouring to make ſure to our ſelves 
our Eternal Happineſs, (tho we may be 


_ . always as ſure, that we ſhall have powy 


er to do this, as we are that we fincere- 
ly endeavour it) that we hardly once con» 
ſider, that we are in any danger of lo- 

{ing it. | | 
Surely. it will be granted by all, That a 
bleſſed Life for ever un Heaven, after this very 
ſhort and very troubleſome Lite on Earth ſhall 
be at an ead, is a very deſirable thing ; and 
{uch as one-cannot but deſire, when he hath 
well 


-- 


The Introdudtion. 3 


well conſfider'd, That there it may be had, 
but here it cannot. And tho' there may be 
ſome, who do not yet believe, that ſuch a life 


of eternal Bleſſedneſs is to be had in Heaven 


after Death ;' yer 1 dare ſay, that even theſe, 
ſecing they know they mult ſhortly | die, 
could heartily wiſh it might be ſo. Icannot 
eaſily be perſuaded to think, that any one 
can hate Life for any thing elſe but the zros- 
bles and the miſertes which he finds iticannor 
be without: And therefore I believe; that 
no Man would willingly dze, and be no more 
for ever, ſuppoſing it poſſible that he may 
live again for ever without any ſuch #roubles 
or miſeries. Now every one knows, that he 
muſt die, and that it cannot be long ere he. 
muſt live 'no more here ; and therefore a6 
Man can chuſe but wiſh, that, if it be poſh- 
ble, he may live again : Eſpecially if he may 
be ſure, both to live a happy life, and to die 
no more. BY 5 
* Andbleſſed for ever be our Lord JESUS 
CHRIST, who hath given us affurance, 
that there is ſuch a Life prepared for all that 
are his faithful followers | He hath aboliſhed 
arath, and hath brought life and immortality 
to light through the Goſpel, 2 Tim. I. 16. And 
being Himſelf the way, the iruth, and the 
life, Joh. XIV. 6. hath pointed out unto us the 
parrow way which tadeth unto life, Mat. VII 14. 
And 
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Temperance; and Judgment to come, was: {o 
far "concern'd, as! that he fell-z 
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etl ſay; That to "_ a'thing; 1s 
(pe think-of it.. 1 ſay, it 15 $0 
inet as. much as"'the 
t of": Wh 4h un 


t Kind, of "things Roi hich 
me Terions thinking 6-4 {tis not. 
every Th that deſerves 3 have-9! Mati's 
oo ghts, or which-caiv be' rhought 
1s Cars; and! fit forthitn1obuſle 
his gd rmich'ab6a1; - But the: which 
a Man ſhould ſeriouſly think upon, are ſuch 
things, 
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things., as. we are wont .. to' call. conſider able 
things ;.\ matters of {ome weight, and. of ſome 


cancernment to him one way or other ;-and 


eſpecially ſuch as are of.-greateſt  concern- 
ment:.. They, ſhould be ſuch as . it may do 


one. ſome. good \to_ think on ; and. the. feri- 


ous thinking. of which, .may make ,him the 
Wiſer, the. Better, or the Happier. There 
are ſome. things of, ſo little worth or , con- 
cerament to us, that they .are not worth much 
inking on; and there..are ſome things, {a 


to think much of them ; and there are ſome 


of ordering, that it can no way avail vus-to 


be much concern'd- in our. Thoughts abqur 


them. But there are, beſides theſe; things, 


whereof if we donot think.much, we muſt 
needs be Fools, or Wicked, or Miſerable ; and 
theſe ought to be much and ſeriouſly thought 
on, Yet ſuch is the vanity of our 'Miads, 
that we are apteſt to trouble our Heads moſt 
about thoſe things ;+ the. much © thinking 
whereof brings us nothing -but trouble and 
vexation. How - happy / were it for us, if 
we could never think- of many of thoſe 
things, which our Thoughts do uſually- run 


' moſt upon. And in thinking whereof we 


waſte the far greater part of our Life, ei- 
ther to little, or to a bad purpoſe + It would | 
y ad be 


=—_-:: 5 The Neteſſity of © 


*þe- our great” caſe,” and _ advantage'«t00,''to 
*#hink no more on theſe things; than'only 
'ro confider that they deſerve not,-anl _ 
fore Thould- nor have our ſerious'T hop 


As ahy thing+is-of more or-leſs »fe "ad | 


concernment to us as it may* more” orlels 
Poriditce to' make 'vs Wiſe, or Good, or! Hap- 
; as the'thoughts of it may more. 'or leſs 
us to live as we ought todo, 'in onr 


bw to' God or Man-in this' life,” or to come | 


+£0* Efrernal Life when we go- out of this; 
J>' is'it more or leſs to: be Rrioufly thought 
"on: And in; like mariner, whatever things 
may” make” us worſe 'or more ' wiferable, and 


may be hindrances and obftructors either of 


our "duty or' buppi pineſs, 'are accordingly: to the 
hare wa or leſs -which they-may do-us,' to 
be' more or Teſs made the Objefts of 'our' ſe- 
rjous "Thoughts?! -So'that | whatever things 
*they" be, thar may not'be- cirher "»fefu/*or 

ful to: us, and the -more' or-leſs ſo, as we 
either/do, 'or do not think upon them, are to 
be look'd on-/as things*-not at all confiderable;; 
and» therefore no-more to be rhought on, 
than muſt' needs be;' when they come" into 
our Heads whether 'we will* or- no: and 
then' are they'to' be thought on with/all's In- 

tfferency imaginable, 's 

''Fhe things "hen that/are of concernment to 
us,” and for vr {ic andaatns are all fuck 4s 
we 
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we maybe berrer or-worſe for, ſuch as God 
may;\be hoyour'd or:diſbonour'd by. ; ſuch as 
may: help: or: hinder\ us to: be good, and todo 
g00d-:inthis World ; or may, prepare or 'ufit 
us for: everlaſting} Bleſſedneſs. Hence? the 
_ concerns of the Sow/ are-more to be thought 
on'-thani:the concerns? of the Boay ; - Publick 
concerns more- than 'Provare, relating to-this 
 World-only:; Spiritual and Heavenly things 


more'than things Carxdl.and Earthlyy; Eter- 


#alconcerns more than Temporary; andiGod, 
whois. infinitely above: all, and .whoſe-boch 
Honour and Favour 'is- of | nearer” concern» 
ment tos than, all things, isto-be thoughe 
on-'more than all things. - -- Such arei the 
things which moſt deſerve our ſerious think» 
TIE Motor. Sdn a ins 
x 417 5h us/now ſee; what: kind of think- 
ing its, that can deſerve 'theinameof-Con- 
fieration: \'Or, how: are theſe: conſiderable 
things to:be thought upon{o;/ as that wemay 
beitruly ifaid toconfider them. ': It "is certain, 
that every ſort of: :hinking- is' not toibe ac- 
counted confidering.'. We bave all of us: a 
thouſand rambling thoughts.of many things, 
which:| we take : 1o+ittle: into conſideration, 
that we can give very little account how. we 

 came:to:think of them 3-and'ofren can hard- 
ly: remember that-we: did: ſo:at all. - Whilft 
we-are awake always; and ſometimes when 
1 | B 4 WC 


16 - The Neceſſity of 
weare aleep, our Heads aro all of. houghts, 
which are very bulie, or rather o hog 
yen whether we will or no,abouta er 
_ of little -things, which we «never thought 
warth "one hours: conſideration, 'As/in a | 
| -crowd-a\Man may ſee a hundred. 
Faces, and give everyone he: mects witha 
ght Good-morrow, ora How-d' you 3-and he 
fome-thoughts (ſuch as they-are Þ of 
every one, and yet takes no farther notice of 
mos theſe. being. iPerſons he is not then 
nd with, His buſineſs which brought 
p thither, is the only: thing he thinks of 
| earneſt; So of the 
| we do. but remember at 'm 
Qr-'0rc and accident ally < wig into 
our minds ; but as they come, ſo they go'2 
Like to a thing that paſſerh by-us-in _ 
we ſee it as it paſſes, and think bur very lit- 
Slag but 'as we loſe-the fightof it, { 
owe the thoughts of it r00;:and are-1i0 
mare concern'd about it, than asif we had 
«never ſeen iitzor as if there had never been ſuch 
a thing. Thethinking of athing: ers 
þe PRiFE T9” ue is" a 
Feria, leiſurely, ferious and t 3 chnking 


- Tinea. with 2 fall 
ſe of mind to- inform. our ſelves better 
+ a fummoning up wenmmny 
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and a diligent ſctting them on; wark.. ..It is 
not a.thought « wap a Man. hits on by chance, 

and; which ſtays with him -a-while, -tho' he 
' never Daded it but that which. is ſought, | 
choſen, and invited; As tis ſaid, P/4/.H 2% 
The kings of 'the earth ſet abimbeluee, andl, the 
rulers take counſel together. S0 a Man muſt. 
for himſelf prone wa to adviſe with,-and 
i aol thing wah vie Route "This id 
an with moſt \Men in any great 
or Danger whichthey apprehend, 


to: ſet; themſelves to ; Contrive 
what.courſe.is fitteſt xrebemeo. take. Nei 
ther will any wiſe: negle&this..; And 


wh hould,, nor:we ſet ourſelves ta.confiler 
NT —_ for qur. ſafety; who.mect with 
daily {0 many: difficulties in - :qur- way .£q 
Heaven, and are; in ſq; great danger to come 
ſhore of it? - 

2: Itis a concerned thinking, as about that; 
the near and great concernment whereof to 
our ſelves we are very ſenlible:of.. We of- 
ten: think - of things mikas any reflection 
on: our ſelves, as. upon matters: that no w 
touch us, - But we are not-apt-to be ve '# 
ridus abqut them, unleſs we a 
ſelves ſome-way or other concerned in cid: 
When Devid had determined evil | againſt 
Nabal, Abig ail's Servants deſired, her 10 coy- 
ſider melbo it, 1 Sam XXV+27. Nomthere- 


fore 


*% | l . 2 
fore know. and conſider;) what thow wilt do; for 


evil.is determined againſt our- maſter, \and -a- 
gainſt all. his houf#old.. She was - to think-of 
it as'a matter: that- concern'd the/ Safety:and 
Welfare of. her ſelf -and Family. - Andthus 
the P/alwiſt ſpeaking» in God's: Name to the 
wicked, P/al. L. 22:\Now«onfider this, ye that 
forget: God, leſt Þ tear you in pieces, and 'there 
be none to deliver. 'If we will paſs'our tume 
i:Peace' and'Comfort', 'we/ mult! not for» 
get; but think imuch-and {| very concernedly 
of God; - conſidering well what it: lieth us 
upofi to-livecconformably to his. Will, :thar 
we \may never! fall under his diſpleafure..: 
03,-1t-:is- a leiſurely | thinking, 'a- taking 
time to view'and 'obſerve: a thing. exaQly, 
together with all its circumſtances, its icon» 
 veniences or, inconveniences;"and all” thee 

vils or goods which attend it; .: Suddeit 
Thoughts lirtle! deſerve the-name of Conſi- 
deration. -Ttiis'a: laying things in order-im 
our” thoughts; with 'a - defign ro: conclade 
from:them /1what-may bey7-or ought: toibs 
done ov expected: by us: Conſider of: it; take 
advice, and ſpeat-your minds; {ay the! 1ſraes 
lites oneto another in the py nas 
XIX; 30. Ando laid ElihuroFoby Hearken 
unto this, O' Fob, \ftand: ſtill; and conſrder it he 
wandrons ' works:of God, Job. KNX VIT. \3 4. 
Frere is 1implied\1n it, tit, A PRENE 
> 04? | cne 
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the Mind for it, by awakening it, and ftir- 
ring it' up from rhe 'bed. of fecurity, and&an 
CS eine temper”; ſuch asthe mind of ha- 
birual Sinners 15 even always in,-4n relation 
to Spiritual things, and- of 'Eternal concern- 


ment. ''Riſe up Balak, and hear, (aid Baltam 
. to him,” Nam. XX: 18.” Put the Mind 
into'an attentive and” conſidering» poſture. 
' And" then, ' Serozdly, *A laying aſides. all o- 


ther buſineſs which may: -&1fturb our rating 


or-interrupt/ them 5 ſhunningall dift 


or divertins Objedts, filencing all crouble- 
ſome \A fﬀegtions and unruly Paſſions'; Give 
the *Mind leave to do. its own work'; It 


muſt not be let to run at random uport'o- 
ther things,” it muſt not be: diſturb'd by -any 


Paſſion,” nor confounded with any throng of 


Bufinefs, but there muſt be” Calm within; 


and a Quictneſs round about it:: Commune 


"with" your" own hearts upon your bed, andbe fill, 
Aich' "David Pfalm I'Vs 4. We muſt reſolve 
tobe deaf "to the Wor 14; and out-6wn Lifts, 
#'we will conſider to purpoſe the —_ | 
belong unto Eternity, 


4. It is a ſerious andFearneſt thinking ;' we 
mulk not be in/jeft, or indifferent in marrer 
of{uch weight and importance}that requires 
ou rCineds intention ,-care* and dili 
noilefs than' Eternal Life or Death depending 
pn the reſult of our Thoughts and S2If-con- 
ſuitations, 


20  Tbe Neceſſity of 
{ultations. .; I rivial matters may be Mighty 
thought on, bur matters of moment call for 
ſerious: Debates. And hence Conſideration 
is uſually expreſs'd by ſuch words as import 
a ſeriouſneſs. God, 'tis certain, becauſe of 


his Divine Perfeftions, needs not to conſider. 


of ;any-thing ; yet, when he is ſpoken of in 


Holy Scripture, as obſerving the behaviour of 
Men, in order to Reward or Puniſhment, as 


tho' he were confidering of them , he is faid 
to Weigh, Ponder, Examine, or Try, &c. The 
Lord weigheth the ſpirits, Prov. 'XVI. 2., He 
gondlereth the hearts, Prov. XXI. 2. The ways 
of may are before the eyes of the Lord, and he 
pondereth- all bis goings, Prov. V. 21. Dath 
not- he ſee my ways, and count all my; ſteps ? 


'Job XXXI1. 4.” And the wiſe King, ſpeak- 


ing of the Arts of the range Woman toen- 
tice a Man, faith, They are' to divert him 
from \confideting ; left he ſbould ponder. the 
path of life, Prov. V. 6. "Tis faid "of tt 
Bleſſed: Virgin "Mary, that ſhe kept aff theſe 
things, and pondered them in her heart, L 
WH. 19. owrripe, ſhe preſerved and: kept 
them fafe together 1n her Memory ; ovu6za- 
wx, conferring -and diſputing withiqi her 
ſelf about them. And 'of- the Seribes and 


Phariſees we' read, Mark-II; 6. that they © 


were Snoopy Go © xgpdiarc, reaſoning in 
their Hearty ; dilcourſing within themſelves, 


as 


I I Ed” oc tenet tents. bg 


2.5n- tt * as 7 B06: 


difcourling Dialqgue-wiſe the- one with-the 


to-his Concloſion and final Detrmint, 104 


Serious.Confideration. 21 
as tho? two Perſons: had been ir their Breaſts 


other.''_ It was/an-.excellent Precept: which 


' Pytbagor as: gave..to his Scholars, \Sleep ot 


till thou: haſt run: over: in thy mindall thy works © 


ED Rk day io piſs apd ack thyſelf; Whither have 


hat chawe” I done? What. hawe'1 
bf en ?...Canfideration is a'Man's pojoe 
examining. his. Heart, adviſtrg- 
ſeriouſly. It 1s-avbe- 


__— Reaſon 


ahinking ones ſelf, Ne VILL. 4 47. Alaying 


a thizg to heart, tVaiah LVELs. i An Pljing © 
ones heart to amateer, Hag. 1. . 

£54; It-15:,4 thorowgh thinking, leavin - 
thing unthought on; neither. cealing 
onz\til- one come. to theend fr thir 
that is; to ri pay evnns þ of chomnys 
tory: and.:a-{tedfaſt_re/olytion-about ir: Tt'is: 
ſacki a! reaſoning and” diſconr fing, es bri 


hexxae all. is -to-n0 and a' 
/ roryaa.” bur his labour' forokis: A 


as gooditever have 'begun,. as never* 
peolomahe an-end.-: Refoletrow: the: end-of- 
Confideration:,":and \Prattice of. * 


And hereialics: Wiſdom or Bp. 
« dexte, "Not raſbly; inconfudttately and: blindly; 


and at all Advearares:to rufh:on; whatever - 
it Swe: have-a/ mind-to do;gor which way - 
TT) ourinaturaliFnclinarions: and Aﬀe&ti- 


ONs 


22 he: Neceſſuty:of - 
ons: would carry-us;;/ bit: to:confult with.our 
Reaſon:; and. be well: adwiſed\ in all thi 
deliberating and debating the'matter well with 
_ our ſelves, and! wich -calm rand ſerious 
Sooner craps Ps PW: 1s beſt 
_u exp" wW. it be done to 
Ai thinkiog} _ fome.. few: _ 
-to/a bulſinels, 1s nor: enough, but all 
kn 73a Circumt ances| ave to:be thoranghty 
pondered.” Nathing' is to; be-left out of aur 


Conſideration, which may alter the caſe.im - 


hand;.or.hathaey weight*in.it, which may 
turn the Scales either: the,one+ way;-ot the 
py |The, at#re of the. thing:whar iris, 

or uxneceſſary; profitable or :hus 


—_ or: liyht,: lawful or antawful, exp 


or :avexpedient the ends.and- n{es of 18; The 


arguinents perſuading to-it,|or \diſſueding from: 


it zothe: rules and -weaſurts: whereby: all 15t0' 


be) regulated; «the \ goreeracnt with, or fwer> 

rom-{uch cules ; the: benefits, adumeager 
;gains/0nithe; one inde, and 'the' dangers; 
difadr:nt ages ant loſſes onthe other ; ithe nes: 
cellar y Prefiarat ions; beipsy, inflrnments andens. 
couragements ;\ ogerheniwith :the difficuldzes,) 
hinder ances and"; 


- elle-may; 
ter{#0'} be mm > 'Fhus:: whatever:-the 
things 


ful, 


5 that: we: may. 
meet: with:;. and- the\ ways and\means/ (of x6» - 
moving!or overcoming; them ;\,a0d whatever: | 


bavecany/influence; upon-the mats | 
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thitigs be. whieb. fall - under, Confideration,. 
whether they,\be: paſt THY 44 ef tak ,;;Or to tome, 
Gonſideration: is; 4uch-a ejigned, concerned; 
lnilarcly, calm, ſerious/ and:thorgugh thinking 
onithem, and anltmnerd. ree/onings Ora wen: 
tal: diſcourſeng.\.aboaut, them ,- and. about;all 
things pertaining; t0\.themyvas, may 'helpjns . 
tocorder.; all things .prudently, {and ro: the 
ied pevgnt e105 we may, reap as mugh 
aogd , and: {uſtain as little;-burs by. ; every: 
thing-as may jibe; That; whatever we;doy 
or whatever befals ns, may as little hjindenz 
and as much promote our happineſs, as it*is 
in-our power-t6- make it 3-and-that if we 
cannot keep our ſelves tromall evil or hurt, 
yet at leaſt we may-not do addy thing to make 


«> = 


. our ſelves miſerable 


By what-hathibeen here {aid;\ we may un- 
derftand, what that I,conſideration is, which 
God:complainettiajy-ahd 15 andeed the firtof © 
argreat many.rni[t1i$/:;a-carelgs; and\wnthi 


+ 


ing: temper:;of Mindrandothey-who arciat!: 


this ztcemper, veeturecboldly;- tafbly,.andains 
adyxſeely. upons any: (thingy; as it falleth in 
their; way ;:+aavers. inquiriagebowpleaſing: 
ordifpleafing: 1t may be to;Ggd,-or what tt 
may-:bring-- upon: themſelves-4m the end; ; 
They. xeview-not+ what-is-paſt, to find» out: = 
wherein: they - have erred or offended; and; 


what ſtands 40-nced- of menging, or blotting i 


| out, 


14 The Nereffity of 
vut; atid undoin Repentante. They 
think not wiſelyon- whar ' go about'at 
reſent, to"obſerve its fitneſs or unfitneſF"t6 
 artenipted, "orto"do'it by a right rulezand 
_ to*x right tend; and to"rake care that they 
 ki6ither do-any- hire} nor-loſe their labokir, 
- hey think” nor providently''on the furure; 
Whit either mor may come; fo as tore: 
pare'and provide as they: ought for it, but 
ae without either fear 'or- forecaſt. - And 
what ' the evil of this is; 1'am next''t6 


DEPEN 
The vile of hconfueration. 
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is fo viſible to al che World, chat Teas 
FI fperatios is a very "ill thing, that iv" the 

dſt cotmon” concerts and affairs of this 
Life, there is hardly'any one that ſeems nor 
very ſenſible of it. EE are” few Trader 
ren, or Hubandmin, rs; how meat 
a Trade ſoever” —_ driven in che” World; but 


they are aware of it: And all ſcem ſatisfied; 


that nothing carr ordinarily ſucceed well wt 
der our hands, and that there cart be ſimaft 


w_— of "thtiving by what we A 
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if we do not wiſely: conſider of it. If an 
unconſfidering! Man ſpeed well, *cis only by 
thance ;/ 'andit's\not above once: or twice, it 
may be, -in-a- hundred times; and few:Men 
are Wis venture-any 'thing they prize; 
upon the fucceſs of ſuch blind and giddy do« 


- ings. © Mentherefore, in-all-matters of mes , 


ment, ſer themſelves ſeriouſly to think, what 
they bave todo; and/to what end/they, do - 
it; -how-it is to be done, -and\ what - helps 
they ſtand in need of, and howto have them z 
whar letts and rubs there are in their way, 
and how they may be removed ; — 
may hope for, as the fruit of their care, skill, 
and induſtry; and what they may. fear as 
the conſequent of their negligence; - igno» 
rance, idleneſs, or any. miſcarriage. If any 
one' do not- conſider theſe: things, Men count 


' him a Fool ; and every: one ts ready to-read 


his Fortune for him, and: ſay, Heis not like 
to-thrive- + Which of you (laith Chriſt, Luke 
XIV. 28z' 31. ). intending to build a tower, 

fitteth not' down | firſt, and counteth the: coſt, 
whether he have ſufficient to-finiſh it ? Or what 
king going to make war againſt another. king, 
fitterh not down firſt, and confidereth-_ whether 
he be able 'with ten thouſand: to. meet! him that 
cometh againſt him with. twenty, thouſand? 
What Husbandman goeth:to plow,:and fit- 
teth not dowa firſt, and Ee an 
$ 


26 7 he. Neceſſity of --. 


his 'Ground -beyin. good heart, and.-like to 
bear any . burden ;| whether the; Seaſon. pe 
proper for his work, and all his Laſtruments 
12 good order ; ; whether his Oxen, be. erate» 
ble,. and-.in- good plight; and. his Servants 
well vers'd.in the work they go about ; whe- 
ther his/Seed be found, and-himſelt of {ut- 
ficient: Ability ro manage all to.good advagn- 
tage.:1 $6. wiſe are the Men of, this, World 
in their Generation for their worldly ends, _ ' 
that they think not fit to-venture, all at ran. | 
dony without due conſideration.  ;And ſhall 
. we 'be fo fooliſh as to 1magiae, that .the 
great buſineſs .we.are to do, to. ſecure unto 
ourſelves a bleſſed Eternigy, ſhould either 
deferve -or -require:leſs conſideration, than * | 
the things which relate to our ſhort conti- 
nuance-inthis:World only ? Let the, miſcar- 
riage we are guilty. of 1n our worldly. con- 
cerns be what it will, the evils which we 1a- 
cur by it will ſhortly: have' an'end ; and we | 
ſhall :no more. remember-them.; But if we 
miſcarry in the-bulineſs we are ,now ta.do | 
for Eternity, . it-is:that. which draws after it- 
evils both endleſs and iatollerable. this 
s enough-of it-fc]f. to rouze us up to the 
conſideration of theſe things. ' An affright 
will often bring a Man to {erious Thoughts, 
when nothing elſe will ; And .can there: be | 
any thing -move terrible, than a proſpef of | 


Eternal | 
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Eterhal T'orments?--But- this is not all-the 
evil-of ' Inconſfideration, tho* it be that which 
is molt apt” to awaken the Izconſiderate. I 
do-no-more but' mention. it now, in. hope 
that the-fear of being everlaſtingly miſera- 
ble; which will certainly be the end of un-+ 


- conſidering People, bringing us to ſome de- | 


ee of ſeriouſneſs, we may be capable of 
cerning other great evils in it, ſuch as are 
theſe following : | 


-1/"x,- Not-to, conſidet the things on whicth 
- ., our Eternal State depends, - is not to behave 


our ſelves like Men, but to aCt quite contra«, 
ry to our Nature. Reaſop is a thing Eſſen- 
tial to Max, and only Man, of all inferior 
Creatures, is able to make this uſe of it; L 
mean, to confider things. To this end is it 
given'us, and if we make not thisuſe of it, 
we had as good have been without it. Trees 
and Plants grow, and. bear :Fruit 3 but they 
cannot conſider how they do ſo, nor what 
they 'do--.. Beaſts and other Azime/s hve and 
move, eat and drink, and do ſuch things as 
are agrecable: to. their. Nature : But they con- 
fider not, they do not deliberate within thems 
felves about their ARions, or their Ends 3 
but are carried on by their Senſes, and a na- 
tural Appetite, without pondering of Cir- 
cumſtances; ' and debating in their Breaſts 
what is moſt fic or ugkit ye be done; or a” 

| ; 2 
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is like to follow upon' the: doing or omitting 
of any thing. / Only Max, of all- earthly 
Creatures, hath Reaſon and Underſtanding, 
and thereby 1s fitted for deliberating, conſutt- 
inse and aiſcoarfing things over within Him: 
Felf, and for comrrracegs Forecaſting, and . ors 
dering all he doth'to'good ends and purpofes. 
And if he doth: not make this uſe of his Un: 
derſtariding and” Reaſon, he aQs cotitrary to 
the Nature which God hath: given him! 


Yea, and in effeQt, he ſeems to impute Ya- | 


ity and Impertinency to the All-wiſe God; as 
tho' he had given him fo noble a Faculty, 
as Reaſon is, in vain, and for- no uſe at all; 
For what elſe is the uſe of Rex/on, but Cox- 
ftderation ? If a Man may a& like a Beaſt, 
without "Conſideration, why ſhould not'God 
have 'made him like a Beaſt too, without 
Reaſon ? If any ſay, We have the impor- 
tant Afﬀairs of this Life to conſider, and: this 
35to uſe our Reaſon well: I readily grant it; 
but deny withal, that. this is either all the 
uſe, or the chief uſe for which our Reaſon 
was given us. Had God made us for this 
World only, and if: there were nothing for 
us to enjoy, or to ſuffer, but in this ſhorr 
Life; 'the -uſe of our Reaſon might well be |! 
confined to things of this preſent World and' - * 
Life, But ſeeing God has defign'd us to be | 
taimortal, and hath made our Life on'Earth 
KS ro 
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to " but. a time of Probation, apd Prepara- 


tiog for  Exeraity ; to, uſe our Reaſon - either 
only, . or. ; chiefly about the Aﬀairs., of, this 
World, X: as unnatural .an. abuſe as we-can 

' Can. there; be any. thing- mote 
Sr 0 1676H than to.think*it. was. Siven 
us to conlider leaſt, the things that are moſt 
C onliderable? . "And cag there be -a mare.un- 
oy hf thi I's to © peer: more oy 

pend a few 


come of us when we go/out of 


-it,;nor, how. to- improve our, being] in..this 


World, fo. as.to fave our ſelves from being 
| is miſerable_in the World to .come, 


whenever, we depart hence, which may be, 
for ou vg we know, the very next moment? 


If [elfepreſervation be that, which all Men 
naturally: defire and aim at, it muſt be moſt 


of all things againſt Nature, to conſider leaft 


the things whereby we may be Eternally 
preſerved from the Torments of Hell-Fire, 
and 1n a State of Everlaſting Joy and Bleſ- 
ſedneſs.. Certainly, if God have given us 

; Reaſon, 


3 "The" Neceiry of 


Reaſon forany thing, it muſtbe eb'rfy, -and , 


above 'all things,” for this; To conſider how 


we may "beſt Serve and Honour Hitnz"antd ' | 


omote our own Eternal Happineſs, If we 
do not. make._this uſe of our Reaſon; it will 
be hard'to ſay, 'what advantage we have by 
our Reaſon above the moſt 'Unreaſonable 
"Creatures: ' For "Beaſts have. lefs ' Trouble 
without Reaſon in rhis'Life, than-men have 
with it, And had men the fame 'exd that 
'þeaſts have, and there weren Yar all'to 
be conſidered, but” what concertis this Life 
poſſibly it had been betrer for the World; rows 
all men had had as little Reaſon as they ; For 
all the good it ſeems to do, is to make men 
More” Senfible=of their own yormmng © = 
more able to make others Miſerable, + 
out'this uſe of Reaſon, what :7 Foe 
there © be betwixt us and Mad:men ?” 'Fhe 
greateſt difference between a'man that'is'So- 
jb 'and one that is Mad, ſtems to be'this; 
That the one hath the righ uſe of Reaſon, 
and the other hathloft ir ; The one As Con- 
ſiderately,and the. other Raſhly withour'con- 
Fideration. And certainly be thy maddeft 
of all Mad-men, whatever he confiders as to 
this Lite, that runs laughing into HelE-fire , 
never conſidering what he ſhall endure there. 
Such an Unnatural ang; is it for men to lead 
an Inconſi derate Life, 

2. With: 
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our-: any lotion and mental a 
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Hearty nor works any change-in the man,-by 
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2. Without Serious Conſideration, all- the 
Norryd' of Happineſs, which ' God «+hath-” 
been: Graciouſly Pleas'd moſt -Plentifully-60 
affordusin Cy RtSTJESus5, are loſtup. 
0n-us, and we can have no benefit by-them. 
None of the-»wans' of -Grace and Sabyation, 
which -are'given us of- God, work*on«the 
hearts of men;' as Plaiſters and Salves do iip- 


on their bodies; wherher they think of-them 


or 110. But all cheſs things work morally by 
teation* Of 
not the 


| hearid alone, but by being conflaered. 
a 'rhe- Scripture a- thouſand times over, 


np: we may know or remember enore/ yer 


Jhall we not'be” made” berter by jt withour 
it.” The Sztraments, how" often 
foeyer Relves Seal no goodat all 'unito'us, 
if —_— be not conſidered © The things that 
oken of Paul, "had had no more Opt- 
pine upon Lydia's heart; than they had up- 
on many of the hard-hearted Jews," if the 
Lord had n6t opened her heart to arzendiinto 
them, and conſole them.” 'The good ſeed fall- 
ing intothe-good and honeſt =\:1 is therein 
Cheriſhed by conſideration, and fo it brings 

forth - Fruit. Therefore faid' St. Pat well, 
Confider what T ſy, ' and the Lordgive thee un- 
6 ending te ail things,” 2 "Tim. 2,7. What- 
C 4 {oever 
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ſoever methods Goduſcth.to bring us to Hap- 
in Himſelf, . he brings. us firft 


15-17, He awakens us ſome.way.; or other 
to a Serious Conlideration,. or all wall be, loſt 
upon us. His W, ord and'8 acraments, his Jacks 
ae and Mercies, :nor any thing elf 
WS. upon our Souls, Gs it be to the 
ter. hardeoing - of, our Hearts, - without 
gra: our: thoughts on work. about, them, 
And ke Ta is the.Reaſon why 
the abundance of. Means we: enjoy, 1o fory 
arc SanfQtified and. Saved, 
3-:The want of Conſideration. makes all 
that ever we do,..even .our. moſt Religious 
Exerciſes, all our moſt Charitable Deeds, and 
whatever is by God's Command,.,or in its Own 
Naturg otherwiie good and proficable.to men, 
altogether «zprofitable, ro us, and... Unacceptir 
bleroGod, God always. cxpedts. frommsa 
reaſonable Service, and; a Spiritaal: MWorſbip, 
ſuch asis ſuitable. both to #4:5,Nature and:oyr 
owp;, which we can never Gear uato-bim, 


without much. Serious Cog tions - All 
rhings, even to: our very Eat #7 and. Driathe 
ing, or whatſoever elſe we do,. muſt be. done 
tothe Glory of God, x Cor. 10. 3T, All our 
Thoughts, Wordsand AQtions, mult be regu- 
lated, as well ag we can, by the Rule of ;his 
Commandments: fnd this is certainly.q ching 
"Wh 


to. Our 
ſetves,wich theProdigalSonin theParable, Loki 
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Serious:Confideration. 33 


jcapoſible-to be. done, withont.a very {crious 
_—_— of our . mind. about every thing. 
Therefore .did God ;rejeft;as an, Abomination 
and.a Wearineſs to; ham, all the Sacrifices and 
Religion or{hip.of. the Jews.z and whatever 
theydid-to. rpms wr wi 3 becauſe they did 
ll, 10.2, formal cuſtomary. Way, not conſe: 
dering. the,gags. and ſigni cations of them; 
nar. the;qualifcations requiſitein the Worſhy 

pers to..,render them NE Iſa. 


QUT. Tz$us-hath afſured us, 
-all Wk Tf and Aims? and pe Eg 


= ny a, wretched. ooo = oh is that man. 
all:qvhoſe; Addrelles, to Heaven , / and., 
hoſe good, deeds, on Earth.can.do-him.ng 
Bands hg ſh, IS the cal. & FOory axcenſ 


wy a 9's hrough TEE it is, that al 
empt ations,i.e\ had. we our Wits 
ear ws you to be. foiled 
by,. prave to9. [as or. us, and have. power 
enough ito. draw us;from our Duty into. Sin, 
A. weak Child may kill,a_Man that's. faſt 
aſleep, Avery little thing in a, man's way, 
will give him. a Ell vo munds not where he 
ſteps : And, he whoſe reaſon, 15 aſleep ,.. or 
puts about 1mpertinencics, is eaſily war 
ZE 


32 T he Neceſſity. of - 


are Sanctified and. Saved, .. 


ble ro God, God always experts. from;us4 
ble aable. Service, and; a. Spiritgal:, Worbig, 
: +45 Nature and: or 


4 


aug 


Commandments: gnd this is certainly.g thing 
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Serious. Confideration. 33 
jcapoliible-to be. done, withont.a very {crious 
ailing of our , mind. about, every thing. 
re.did God ;rejeQ:as an Abomination 
and.a. Wearineſs to, him, all the. Sacrifices and 
Religious Wi orjhip.of the Jews.z and whatever 
heydid-to. Honour higa by ;. becauſe they did 
ll 10.2, A cuſtomary, way, .not confi: 
dering_the;,ags and ſignifications of them; 
—_— alifeations requiſitein the .Worſhy 
ble, 1/a. 'E 
ut: or T $606 hath aſured us, 
our Faſtings; and-Alms,. and Prayers, 
all loſe; the. reward .Promiſed,...as often. as 
.argdone, without due confienetiong of the 
texd and wanner, Mats. N.L.1, &c. N owt 
what a, wretched . condition: .1s that man; 
all: whoſe, Ancenle, to, FIERTeR x, and.. 
ſe good, on Earth..can-do him.ng 
Bad Kod fi Rb is _ caſe. of Foery wncenf 


wo eos it. is, that al 
emptations,\. AF fu .we our Wits 
about.us, 'we. yas aha, to be. foiled 
by,. prove tog.ſtv ns or. us, and have. power 
FROnga to. draw us;from our Duty into. Sin, - 
A. weak Child may kill a_Man that's. faſt 
afleep P. Avery little . thing,in a, man's way, 
will give hum. a. fall, that minds not where he 
hr And. he whoſe reaſon. is aſleep ,.. or 
pulls about 1ppertinencics, ls eaſily hop: 

ZE 


34 *\LheNecefſiry of * 
zed- by any little Femptation. - It's no hard 
matter to begtile'one that 15 careleſs andſe- 
cure; and never thinks himſelf in any danger 
of "being deceived.” It would: not be ſocafy, 
as moſt of -1sfind it to'our colt, for manyof 
thoſe * Temptations ' whereby we are | daily 
overcome,to prevail againſt vs, had we-our 
E ated 6 open\to-{ce what they ate, and 
what reaſon we-have ' to- withſtand- them. 
Would we ſcrioufly think with our ſelves, 
how litele"it' is that the Temptation prom» 
ſeth, and how raueh leſs it performeth '; how 


little we ſhall gain, and how much we ſhall - 


loſe by yielding; we would (even: fcorn ts 
be-{o ſoft, as to -be-wroight on'by* moſt of 
thoſe things, whereby we are now withogt 
much adq draw into the vileſt Sins. * Why 
- doth' the 'Toung wan for caftly- yield: to the 
flatteries and enticements of - the Impudetit 
Whore, Prov. V1. but that he goes on with- 
our conlideration? He goerh ufter her ftraight- 
way, 4s au 03x poeth. tothe figuphter, and xs 
foolfo the correttion of the Starks: VN 122. Ars 
bird haſteth to" the ſnare, and buoweth ati that 
it is for his life. V : 23. Whoſo is fimple (faith 
the fooliſh woman ) let 'him turn in hither: 
and as for him that wanteth underſtanding; ſhe 
ſaith to him, Stolen waters arc ſweet, &c. Buit 
he knoweth not, that the dead are there ; and 


that her gueſts are in the depths of hell, Prov. IX. 


16,17, 16. Thar 
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Sexjous\Confideration. '25 
+:iFhat "[nconfieration* giveth" the greateſt 
feng wy have'ro moſt Temprations; is 
fort roſe Excuſes mien are wont 


ev ic > fie themſetives when they have Sin- 
cieg:/* Whir'is iv. which they commonly plead 


* for themſelves bur'this\, That they did nor 


think it ro'be'a Sin That the 7 hoped itheve! had 
been no" great tvVil'in what they 4:4; If they 
hat thought there was ſo-:much evilin tt,: they 


would not” have-done it ? Now if:they ſpeak 


trely;; *is'plain' that- they had! in been 
cempted” but * png Txconfideration. And 
indeed it is hardly imaginable, how rhe aun- 
ould be half ſo arbar 
4's Ts its not e chis, that they coſideveoe 
little what they do.” We: cannot thinkthat"ia 
rhewhgon Church people ſhowld live'many 
ns, a hep oÞ never hear of! the things 

taught thetein; afhd yer theſe 
wich cd ali Sls think, to-miake theth 
tearful to live Wickedly, and to arar them 
ſufficiently againſt all Temprations, were 
ae Mor CONInD "When we hear /how 


triatly a. molt Fuft, Good; ' Almighty, ind 


Omni Ai 'God bath forbidden all Wicked. 
meſfs' upon pain pf Efernd! Damnation ;" atid 
how the Ges Grear God hath Commanded 
Holinels,'and encouraged” us'to-it with the 
Gracious Promiſes of Pardon for all paſt Sins, 


and Aeceptance of Weak, if Sincere, endea- 


Vours 
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vyouts:and Fs hrough 
Toons Epms yon) or his > ike of 8. 
reward-of. Ezerni/ Life ;, How. were it Fſ 


ble; for. Da, the | gs of 2 þ Pre og a0 
often filthy Plealps 

or, for alittle tk ph Fe Patol IT: 
keen all b1 by r,a:very tew Days, to VeRre 
upon. Sin, did. we,.ever can(ider r things Ser 
ouſly * No we ſee iba when, menareatany 
cime awakened into. ſerious conſideration, by 


ſome ſharp, Af/icdion, . by, anapprehen 109 of 


ſome great and-immunent. Danger or Sickneſs ; 
 they.can deſpiſe all theſe. Temptations, and re- 


fit.chem 5. andaf when th nger,; Fear, or 


over, they are again enticed by. the 
reg ri *:is, only. becauſe. through their 
eaſe, ther conſideration i 1s fallen ſleep again, 
So: plain is ity that che greateſt adyanrage that 
any; Temp:ation, can have,oyer. us, 1s. that 
4ebN wegiveir, by not eapiering gs as 


M89 2do,.. mw 
10g. e certainly rn ruines, us. 


.th an Inconſiger ation, A100 5h both, 

IK keeps. us FA norapee,- and ys 

Fam == Exerciſe of Grace, brat by. aith 
in-CHRLST Tz 508 ſhould bring. us tg 


Heaven. 
Inconlideration holds. us tonorant both of 


God and oar ſelves; and ſo never well under- 
ſtanding, becaule. never throughly confider- 
| ing 
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Sertous Confideration. © 39 
ho \vHatwe hearand read, what we Tee and 
& the Goodnefs/and other Attributes of 
'\ our obligations 'to” him; *and depend: 
atice on him"on the "one ſide, nor our own 


 nhods; tur wealitiels and miſerable condition, 


when our: ſelves alone, on the'other ſide ; 'we 
raſh” 6h blindly CO ' and the more 
blinaly always the more ' oldly too, fearing 
nothing,” becauſe we ſee nothing; ' and ſeeing 
nothing, becauſe we will not operi our eyes'to 
ſe and conſider what lies plain'and viſible be: 
foreus.” 'A prodent man foreſeeth the" evil and 
hideth himſelf, but the ſimple paſs 'on and'are 
piinifped, Prov: XXIE 3:".4 wiſe min feareth 
axd departeth from evil, but the fool rageth and 
is confident, Prov. XIV. 16. They conſider not 
that they do evil, Bccl. V. 1. The harp, and 


the wiol, and wine, are intheiy feaſts; but they 


regard pot; the work of the Lora, © neither confe- 
der the operation of his hands, Tia. V.12. T 


. conſider not ip their hearts, that T remember all 


their Wickeaneſs, Hol, VII.'z. The ox know- 
eth his owner , and'the aſs his maſter's crib; 
but Iſrael doth not know, my people doth not 
soxfider, 1{a.T. 3. | 
Again, Inconſideratien hinders all thoſe Ex- 
erciſes 6f Grace, whereby through Faith' in 
CHRIST, we might eſcape ' Death, and 
be prepared for Life Eternal. 


Who 


3& The Nevempofs 


- Who can- Repent.of the-Sms whictrhie hath 
not duly Conſidered, with.allcheiriag 


ons ?, He, that-examineth hovhinſs if. = | 


he that never-reviews his-Converſatian, "nor 
inquires into the temper of his own Heart,»is 
like to- prove a-forry penitent. He that confi- 
ders. not the. Law of God, - knoweth- not 
wherein he: hath: Tranſareſſed ; and he. thar 
conlidereth not his own Life, cannor lay his 
Sin-to Heart, He that thinketh not-:much 
both of the vileneſs and danger of his Sin, 
will hardly bring his heart to be ſorry fort, 
or tohateit. - Whilſt weare ſecure and'care- 
leſs how-we ſpend our days, what can be ex« 
pected, but thatwe lie ſtill in our Filthy .cand 
hold on...confidently Diſhonouring. God-to 
our own. DeſtruQion ? Thearkned and\ heard 
(faith God ) but they {pake not aright ; no 
man repented him of his wickedneſs, ſaying What 
have 1 dont? Ervery one turned:to his courſe, as 
the horſe ruſeth into the battel, \1{a, VIIÞ6, 
 Whocan have any Comfort in his life paſt, 
that conliders not how he hath ſpent it, whe- 
ther Sinfully and Vaialy, or- Virtuouſly-and 
Piouſly ? Who can chear up bis Soul in-God, 
and rejoyce ia the Lord ? : Who can-armi 
himſelf againſt the Terrors of Death, *and-in 
hope expect the-great Judgment to come: 3 
who never yet caſt up his account, nor con- 
l:dered what he hath been doing all his days, 


nor 
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Serious Confideration. .39 


not how: far be is-run-in Jarrear. with God? 


How: -ſhall-ag unconſidering..man ever be 
able: to... ay; with St. Paw. Atts XXII. x. 
Lhave lived in all good conſcience before God un- 


40.this 'day..Qr as: he again, 2 Cor. 1.12, 


Our rejoicing is this,. the teſtimony of our Con- 


ſeience,: that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity we 


hive had aur converſation inthe world ? 
©. Who»can be thankful to God for all:the 
Mercies he hath received, ;and- all the. won- 
ders of his Goodnels vouchſafed to him in all 
the-parts of. his life, that hath not conlider'd 
them well? Who can improve the Bleflings 
of: God: to God's Honour,; and the good of 
him{elf. and, others, that ſeldome thinks of 
them? What. obligations to God can we. be 
ſenſible-of in all the great things which he 
ach wrought for us, whilft we mind them 
How can. we live and aQ any otherwiſe 
butlooſely and irregularly, running headlong - 
mto all-wackednels, and upon any - danger ; 
{o-long as we conſider not what a God we 
bave over us, and what Rules he hathygiven 


- us, and how much we are concerned to obs 


ſerverthem? For want of conlidering it is, 
that we doall things at random, without any 
regard tothe Exds or Conſequents of our Ati- 
ons.  Qur Love, our Fear, our Deere, our 
Hope, our Truſt, our Obedience, are all miſ- 
296 placed ; 


$O 
' placed 3 'we keep "$016 Rules, »not 
ſelves up'toany* Laws; we” ottiit vir. 
to: God,” our Netg hbours and 'our own $S ouls : 
we'cortimit thiſes: abonitnable and” hurtful; 
diſhonourable to God, and*HefflrutFfve” to our 
ſelves ;* moſt unbeſeemin *both our Nitwre 
and our Profeſſion ;*againſtoutown' | 
and ip gat weconſume oor Thmein Ile: 
weſs, Foly, and Vanity, becauſe we'Confider- 


not for what we live, norwhoſe we are; 'not- 


what we are to account/for :' And by all this 


we loſe our Hope, and Confidence, and = 


raxce, and all that might ſtand ns ina 


ir 
in the Hour of Death; and Day hey oe Judg: 


ment. O that we were wiſe, that we —mg 
this , that we would' conſider " our latter en 
LEOt: 32. 29. 
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EJs ſeen ſome'of* the Evils of Izrons. 
ſideration 3 we will, if ' we be wiſe; la- 
bour to be cured in time of {0 dangerbus's 
diſtemper ; but this will not be done,” unleſs 


the Cauſes 'of it beremoved. Let us there-'* 
fore next inquire into theſe,” and endeayonr” 


to put themaway.* - Among orhers; =} 
os et 


1 
Sy 


Serious Confidbratin. 4t 
eſpecially-to take notice of theſe which. liers 
I, ihall point out. 

x... The firſt is Jgavrance + For I doybt not 
but many would conſider more than they do, 
if they. knew either What to conſider , or 
How-to conſider, or what it Heth them wport 
to..conſider. But alas! we may to as good 
purpoſe bid a blind man ſee, 'or a deaf man. 
hear, as exhort an 7gnorant man to confider any. 
thing at preſeat, but his Ignorance. Confide- 
ration is the exerciſe of. | pK rar and the 
improving of it to praFice ; but no man can 
exerciſe what he -hath not: 4 bratiſh man... 
knoweth not, neither doth a fool underſtand this, © 
Pl. 92.6. Therefore the way of 4. fool is 
right in his own eyes, Prov. 12. 15: becauſe he 
knoweth no better. Iezorarce therefore muſt 
be removed in the firlt place, thata man may 
be able to conſider : And yet, tho this in many 
may be the cauſe of Izconſideration , theſe 
many arebut few in compariſon of thoſe who 


| have eyes and ſee not ; who know, arid yet 


conſider as little as if they knew nothing; 
We muſt therefore ſeek out other Cauſes of 
this Evil, | E709 : G.. 
2. And thenext I ſhall natne,is Preſwmpri: 
on; Which I take to be as common a Cauſe 
of Izconſideration, 23 any other whatſoever, 
Mea generally perfigne $00 much upon Bets 


42 * "The Neteſfity of + 
Skill-and.\Knowledge,- and are: too confident 


ro ſee their need of Conſideration. And: there - 


is a manifold Preſumption which cauſeth a 
.negle& of dut Confideration. 


too tnuch of his own Kowlede,and Wiſdom, 
and Dexterity, as one that ils ready and ex- 
-Pert in rhe right management of his Afﬀairs, 
that he can do all things off-hand, without 
any puzzling thoughts about it : Now there 
#more hope of 4 fool, than of - onethat isthus 
weſe in his own 'conceit, Prov. XXVI. 12, "The 
greateſt Miſcarriages in the world are owing 
20a prcerred and Sonfident- i7n0rance, and: a 

Preſumption'of -x man's own Wit.and Undey- 


£4 fanding, thinking himſelf too wiſe and know- | 


ing, totake Advice of others ; and ſcorni 
to Rem {o dull, as-to- need much: conſulting 
with his own Reaſon. | 
A man may preſume too _ upon the 
Eaſineſs of he Work he hath todo, -and take 
the way to:Heaven- to be 10 open, and plain, 
and ſafe, rhat he needs not be at the trouble of 
much enquiry and circumſpeCtion- in his 
walking, He may-imagine God requires no 
ſuch accuracy and ſtrictneſs in framing our 
whole Converſation by his Laws; as the 
more {crupulous ſort of mendo think. There 
needs not, faith he, ſo much ado -about-the 
buſineſs of Salvation, that a man muſtbeal- 
ways 


Aman, as but now-was aid, may preſume - 


—4% 
ww. 


Serions"Confideration: 15. - 


-waysbuſying his mindrabour it. '- We have a 
- round' of Duties to run, arid when we haye 


done that, all's done't' As tho God did conſi- 
der as little as we are apt todo; He hath ſaid 


't6/ God in hit hea#t, Thou wilt #08 require it, 


Ol. Roinget fe 3 8" if 

: 1 One may preſame; That all is'well with him 
already;'and that he (hath already made his 
Cilling arid 'Eleftion fare: He hath: already 
got,as he thinks, into the right and fure way, 


arid hath*no more to trouble his head-abour; 


bur only to go on the fame way*{till; withour 


-any' farther thinking 'of- it 2: There ts 4 way 
* that [eemerh right #nto'a man, but the end thert- 
| of are the ways of death, Prov. XIV. 212; =p 


Some may poſſibly preſutrie, Tir they do 


' tonſider things well- enoagh 3 even when they 


never” have any ſuch/thought of themzas cart 
deſerve to be' call d Conſideration;' Now 
and then; it -may be; they think «little of 
the things that ought to be confidered;/ and 
t would be ſtrange if they did notz»whett 
they are {o often put in mind'of' them ;-bur 


' alas! that rhorough weighing and pondering-of 


things initheir minds, which" before ''was 
ſhewn'to be Conſideration , they are mere 
ſtrangersro, and never once went about it: 


And in this vain confidence; of having done 


what ' they never in earneſt -endeavour'd 
to do, they paſs their time without” conſt 
| D 2 deringy 


44 The \Neveſtty of > 
dering', till conſidering can do them no 


Orhers preſume, That they have by 
nRS, will al der of it gh 
time" before night. They will, ' and” they 
will, bur they 'will not yet; becauſe | 

e it will betime eno h to doit anon 1 
and 'it is always too ſoon, till it bequite too 
late. And ch th h a fooliſh preſumpti-! 
on _— ng r other of frown Gee en are 
ke m co ering, till ere be n 
left'ns to. conſider, but 'this one fad Ching? 
That we have loſt our opportunity ; ris now” | 


too late, and Conſideration is become a 
part of that Torment, which 1 it thould' 'e 
Fe als A EY 
—_— r Cauſe of Inconfideration, is our 

long of conſidering, —_ an unthink- 
Habit of Mind. ''Hence Conſideration, 
wearecal'd to it, is'an uncouth thing 
to ys;" and we have been ſo long ſtrangers to' 
it, that we know not how to come a t-' 
ed with it, nor how to entertain it. We have' 
uſed our ſelves to another courſe a greatdeal/ 
more eaſie, and have got a cuſtom-of doing 
things inconſiderately. We do as we have 
been +bidden to do by others, or as we fee. 
others do, or as our own Inclinations and Aﬀe- 
Qions lead us to-do; but we have not been 
uſed to think for our ſelves, what 'is rational or 


our 
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Seriqus. Conſideration. 45 
our duty.z what.is lawful,” or. whatis fit, and. 
becomes or. behoves us ro do. Wegodown, 
with the tream of cuſtom or inclination, and 
wellide ſmoothly and pleaſantly away; bur 
we. have not been. wont to. conſider towhat 
purpoſe. we do fo, or.into what Gulfs we may 
be..carried., or how we ſhall. get. out again. 
When we: have been, it it jg the greateſt 

art. of-qur age. accuſtomed. to att all things 
fike children, to ſuffer. our thoughts to run 
looſely, wildly, and rovingly without check, 
we know not which way to:get them toge-. 
ther. again, orto-fix them. in ſeriouſneſs upon. - 

ay.thing, nor how to-get into any method of 
Thiaking ; /hence 1t is very unealie to us to. 
conſider, and we are ſoon weary of jt. 
4+ Another Cauſe pou; Be GE our very 
nuing inconfiderate, is our-S/orh and Lazineſs, 
We js DUE LIB 437-12 of confining our 
bj to the things which ſhould be cont. 
lidered; and the leſs can: we away with it, 


becauſe this would, : as we; conceive, abridge: 
us.of: much, not. eaſe only, but liberty:and. 


-pleaſure too, which we have been woated ta, 


inthinking on every thing that we have moſt 
mind to, or on any thing that falls in our way. 
To tye vpour thoughts to.-rules,. to: reſtrain 
them within a certain compals,,.. to dire&& 
them to a certain mark, is a task of too much 
trouble to .moſt- of us; Eſpecially Spiritual 

TEL D 3 _ and 


gs — thoſe 


/an! Egernal things afford the Senſual man.no 


delight ag all, theyare very melanchoily ſub- 


how wa {oon- weary of them. - Itre- 
muck/pains and: attention of mind;:to 
grive _ away.:thoſe - wanton and 
hou , which our Lufts and Vanities-com- 
UDto: us, 'and are always. ſending.n to 
diſturb us; Ahdwhoof.a thouſand, 
ally if young and hurl, hath PReIEs toons 
dure thus ?. [2d 257t © 20k 
-5. Thereis alſo. nook Caiiſh; and-that 
not/ uncommon, of .Inconlideration, which 
is; An Uavilingnefsto.fce baron fins intheir 
ab colours. Every Kay ana rr 7 
needs quickly Gra: his-own : Fs 
Shame, iand Guilt; cand not- theſe:: only; : bur 
the great” danger he is.in' becauſe.of -his ſins: 
And: weikad moltof.-usratherbe blind,:chan 
ſee) ſuch' a-mmelancholiy and frighrfub 
Alas }-;Swich-a right ary mightily di ur 
ps, /and/ break off-0ur ſweet {humbers, ſpoil 
-Our: alant dreams;: and make-us'a terror x0 


pur nicien 
akened, and dp angrily in-our faces,: and 
cantuwally: reproa 


ng us with:our folly 
andawickedach; [This moſt of'us are-apt to 
look upon as @very ancot#fortable, and even 
at imtolerable condition';iand therefore mad- 
ly-chuferoiventareall, -and-togo on quietly, 


yk {eeping Conſciences that cannot check | 


= 


ces' would be'thus 
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us;: tho wedrop unawares into-Hellby:dojng 
©: than-byGooGderation-to awakeg chem, 
20d{ endure: their rebukes, tho We.:can00 
etherwiſe-be ſafe, -and arrive at Eternal Bleſ- 


1:64:Þhe: laft- Cauſe of | Inconſideration. 1 
mention, 48 QUE baſing OW | {elves £00 


much other ways, 10 that we grudge qur-delves 
time and-lcifure to conſider, - Our thoughts | 


are almoſt conſtantly otherwiſe engaged,;and 


cannot. break-looſe from. ſuch things as have 
got-the maſtery. and command of our-attegi» 


 ns-: With:Marthe they are. troubled. about 
- many: things,. and+hardly ever at-leifure-fa 


. :dredof: us, makes Re/z#ionhis bufigels? We 


aceount the matters of the world ourþuling(s, 
that calls for Seriouineſs 3, and Religion a4hing 
oaly now:and. then.to:be. thought. on; at ligtle 
by the by; and when we have nothing eVero 
do,.or rather are forced tot... Or-*tis;3f;@ by- 
lelyes on forme certain days, alittle Ginerghag 
ordinary; :/a Feſtival or Holidays works. little 


betterthan a Play, + Now-what wernakegur 


main buline(s,isalways the thing that we moſt 


conſider, be.it never ſo trivial and needleſs; 
 Todreſs our meat daintily,.to fic-fa{higgable - 


Cloaths on our Bodies, to-beautifie our Hgu- 


. &s:at home, and vilic.our-id's Neighbouzs 


D 4 abroad ; 


i, 


thebuſinels of Religion, as tho it were = 
ter to be done, as they ſay, with a wer finger; 
it's enough to think of it when the Bell bell rings 
or it may be, when we are i ng ak 

fokenl” {and havea mind to be alone, and 
of non elſe to divert our ſelves 
my ker thoughfulneſs 'about all 
elſe, even 4 of leaſt concernment, 

ef 


one main cauſe 'wh 1o few confider 
that belong to Everlaſting 
View woadloncnde Capſts of this 


| Keil Diſeaſe, we muſt take care in time, to 


furniſh-our ſelves 'with a competent ſtock of 
Divine Kowle 4 we muſt paſs the time of 
our / (rg re in:fear, and beware of 
Prefumption. and an ill-grounded Confidence; 
we muſtapply our ſelves/to learn the Are of 
ing, andaccuſtom our ſelves to Serj- 
fue and ſerious Company ; we muſt ſhakes 
off Sloth and Lazineſs, and watch againſt all 
$in ,\which makes: us afraid to know our 
ſelves; and laſtly, We muſt not plunge 'onr 


ſelves too Hamas into worldly buſineſs ; and 


we muſt lay afide all needleſs curiofiry, -and. 


affeQation of mwodiſþ vanity. In ſhort, 'We 
muſt labour to underſtand, that the bulineſs 


— — 
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thing: of nearer concernment. to- us,” than all 
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of ſerving God, and- ſaving: our-Souls;-4s-2 


other buſineſſes whatever: and reſolve to make: 
ir45; andthen be ſure it willbe.conſider'd ac« 


cons and our ſeriow' bts ras: 
re ar ie” 0 —_— 


"I 


DFE 54 8 B C Tc IV. Jo! 
is. - Who thing we ave to "Conſider. | 


7 ? HEN -We ncifndbla. of the-Evike | 
AV of Incon| deration , and underſtand 
the Cauſes-of it; no more can be needful. to 
_ us: either why ,' or how we are to avoid 
rm—ongrewers > we can/need no Motive:to 


to*convince us,'t | — 
thenactedary;Leda any one ſhould beat a-loſs. 
how to find our fit matter for it ; I ſhall now 
point out to him ſame few-of thoſe 
which ought principally to be conſidered; 
and for want of conſiderin whereof, our. 
lives are- generally ſo werable' to our 
rags yes {o- diipleaſing to: ERR: n+ 


"Nt ow 
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1Now! TOS Ws things it-hath»pleaſed: 
God, in much goodneſs and mercy to reweel, 
and make known -unto-us,:in relation. either 
to:bis'own Honor ,. or to. our Salvation, we 
muſt :needs-acknowledge to-deſerve our- 
ſerious conſideration. - For:to this end+ha 
God revealed them to. us, that: they may be 
conſidered by us, and by conſideration. 
this influence upon us, which:they ought 
have. That knowing! God, we may glorify 
him-as:God+;:-and knowing: our ſelves, we 
may behave our ſelves like men ; that is, like 
the rational-Creatures- of God,  to-whony he . 
hath» given Reaſon: and Underſtandi 


\f0 
erection him, and-our ur 
tohimc 1. 4 

- ; Wherefore nateGod becnipless d. tareveal 
unto us'the Hiſtory of - the: Crestionrof-the 
 World;«and of his-admirable Providence over 


it2in/all the:Ages of it, but that: we! 
know and, anfirabe work of-his Hand, and 
the -method of his Government ; : that-we 
might fee his: Infinite Power. +, and. Wi[doni, 
and Goodneſs ; this Truth and Purity, bis Fu+ 
fiice and his! Merey + whom we are to. praiſe 
_ our; being and ſubliftence- ; to whom we 
pray for: needful ſupplies. of all our 


i whom we are to ſerveand obey, and 


in whom we areito truſtarid put-our cons 
fence z and £0 whales will and order: 
_ ing 


=. ad. a. 
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Semtous*Conſideru)ion. vI 
g'we- Ooggi to.-ſubmir*, and” vefigw our 


2 DO5/ LYIKE SDS) "DW 
DI0W berefoityhach: God been plear'dr w reveal 
unto us ſo many Divine Traths"in his Word; 
concerning higown Nature, - and:his! 
Deflews for us; the Eternal State.of Happrn 
provided for us, and'the-Merhods he: is 
toule to bring men'into-it-through the'Re- 
Hemiption andiMeazafion of J'S us-CnRrIgT; 
and by the limitation and Santification” of 
the: H 01. Y"G04 T. -butthatwe might 
and-believe theſs things ; andicom 
them wiſtly, bring-our ſelves to! an 
and —_ wo ome witty all his 
gracious Deligns for our'blcfiedneſs, wherein 
he delights to:be glorified2v\s\. V "4 
:: Wherefore har Gol -given'i us'ſo/ many 
holy! {andi Rules of living; bur zac 
weiſhould. kirs them, .and” conſider 
and-yalc-our whole Converſation by them?- 
> Whereforechath' he*made'{o»many/ Gra- 
cidus'Promiſes'to the Baithfulfand Obedienr; 
and* Fhreatned\fuch terrible things/ ta unbs: 
hevers and wicked. % Wherefore hath 
he executed ſuch ſevere Judgments on the 
{tubborg- and rebellious; -and/ ſhewn ſuch 


_ 


| = , and 'given' ſuch- Delfverantes to the 
M 


le and/penitent?: Is notall-this done;'to 
the enbnkaria we ſhould diligently obſerve and 


oe all theſe things;and by his Promiſes and 


Mercies 
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Mercies encou rage our ſelyes in his Worſhip... 

*< Service; by his Meraces.and Toe; 
ext ; learn to ftand in awe of him, 
to offend him - ? Ry | ; 
/ndeed there is nothing in God's Ward-or | 
in his Wayks, butcalls for our Serious Canſts;. 
deration ;.and we; can never do. our Duty, 
ortcome to the Bleſſedneſs we deſire, without . 
adueg age on. them,.. But that. FER . 
I; would here do, 4 to ſhew. and poiat out. 
ſome ſpecialmateers of Conkderation, which | 
igchiefly concerns us, even daily, to.bear.in. 
mind; and to. overt our thoughts upona 
Such as theſe. 8 BT 
1c That we are not our on, neither is any, 

thing at all abſolutely ours But we are; tus; 

who made.. us, and placed. us here ;. and. all. 
things in' the” World , .who ever -pofſeſſeth. 
2nd. enjoyeth, them; are:always Hs... Tt.is.. 
God that, made. us, and: not we our ſelves:; 
therefore, we. are his People, and- the ſheep. of 
his: pafture,-Pſal, C. z- ta, will ſome. lay, 
who, knows not this? Indeed we. all either 
do, or may know it; but alas! Who Con: . 
dersit? I-fear hardly one of a hundred. "The. 
careleſs and difolute Lives of a great many,” 
tells us. very plainly, That whatever they 
know of this, they Conf der it, not, If we.; 
ſend o1 our Servants into the Field to labour for , 
r0'90 our work ; and they do 90-.. 
thing 
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> there but play. ad idle © away. their 
ew oe, on are told of it. bn and. 
again, they rake no farther notice of it; bur 
follow their old wont: Will we ſay, thatthey 
* cotifider whoſe Servants they are, and whar.. 
they have'to do? If wetruſt them with our 
Money, and dire& them how to lay it out, 
for our uſe ; and they game and drink itaway, 
atid give us.no better accountof it, but that 
toy Have ſpent it on their own Luſts ws 
Vanities? Will we fay, they conſider whole. 
Stewards they are, and what their'Duty.is 2. 
Do ſuch Servagts conſider, that they are nax 
their own, and that the Money they have.is 
n6t"their own? How then doth that man 
Conſider that he is'not his own, but God's, 
who. Serveth not God but himſelf, and who 
waſteth 'what he hath' on his.own Sins, in- 
ſtead of improving it to GoTo ofny? If we 
will be” kept within any bounds'of Duty, or. 
inthe way to Life,” this muſt bemuch in our .. 
thoughts. / Wy ena Gerd -cacly 
The. Reaſon why men take to themſely 
{o much liberty, as moſt of usdo, is, becauſe 
we too little conſider,. that-we-are God's 
Creatures and Servants. For want of Con- 
ſidering this, we live and do as we liſt,  fol- 
low. our own wills, and take our own plea-- 
* ture, as much. as we dare for the Laws of 
man. ' Indeed we generally bebaye our ſelyes, 
: y* 


b \:The\Necefhry» of. :* 


God, had nothing tg/do-with us or Lan 
SAT we hadinone to SF but our ſclves; 


ifwe —— be Safeand Happy, wemuſt 
FRnOIper gp Jur F: and-frequently think thbs 
in Nene. *.W ho made:me 


5: on wh 
? . Who: xced. me here onthe 
God?;. Who. gave. me. what 


fark ob God ? Whoſeam I, -bur the-ſame- 


& Gad's that made me ?. Whoſe work:havel 
« here tg. do, 
« By .whoſe, Order. am Ltodiſpoſe of what)] 


zh but by. his who; gaveat me?: Whoſe 


ervant am. I, but his: who feeds me, and 
«who. alone,.can. Rewardi or Puniſh me# 
F- And who feeds me,or can reward-or/ - 
; me, but he, who is Lordiof all/: 
© Whom have I to Pleaſe, but: _ me 
& work I am to do? Whoſe work: have Ito 
& Jo, but his whoſe Lam,| and. who'can and 
« will call, me to account ?.;Whom amEto 
«Praiſe and Glorifie, but him, from-whom 


1 and all things.came, by whom 1 and. all 


** things are preſerved ?; What am Ito do 
© with my and-what I have, but that for 
£ which 4 was, made, and for which all chat 
&« I haye was given me ?. Whoſe Orders am I 


* to follow in ſpending my time, my eſtate, . 
* my ftrengrh. of od; or; body ; but has 


* who hath committed all theſe _— to oy 
tr 


[LEES have;more. Power- than: we: 


but his. who: ſent me-hither?' | 


ld es Bo. dt ited 
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:#+ruſt ?- Who will call me to''a/reckoning 
-*6-for all I' have, and all I do,' but'he'who 
Agave me all, and hath given" meYRules 
+<«6, whereby to diſpoſe of all *| Whoſe wiltam 
<47T to do? 'Mine" own, -or his whoſe Fam, 
«2nd who alone can make me'happy?: Who 
<can make -me Happy, but: he who' made 
«me and all things'? How then ſhould I 
*hope ito be Happy, and not Miſerable, bur 
< by-Pleaſing and Honouring' him in+doing 


"\4<:bis: Will, and" Obeying him in all thi 


S 
'O'what a (Reformation would ſuch atoaths | 
'ration as this work in the lives of 'men !/*And - 
:unle& we thus exerciſe. our thoughts , we 
ſhall neverlearn tolivelike'men. 1 
2, Conſider, 'as we are: God's, and 
all we have ishis, and his work it is which 
we' are to. do :'So'we are always, 'and work 
always under his A!ſeeing Eye; andare tocon- 
ſider, what | that-Great Gods whom we 
Serve, and in whoſe preſencewe always are. 
The eyes of the Lord are in every place, behold- 
4ng the evil and the good, Prov. NV. 3. Alt things 
are naked, and opened unto the eyes of him with 
whom we have to do, Heb. IV. 143. The ways of 
mas ' are before the eyes of the Lord, and he 
pondereth all his goings, Prov. V. 21. O confi- 
der this all you that fofget God," becauſe you 
fee him'not! He always ſes you, and can- 
fot torget- you; Tf any - thing will make a | 
*0%. Servant 
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wTyant diligent in his bufineſs, and carefbl 


 noets do mu thiswill, That this Maſter is 
uw ys with him; and he who will certainly 


deeds, "bas his eye conſtantly upon'him; and 
nothing can 'be hid from him. - This there- 
fore. we ſhould much Confider, that where- 
ever we are, and whatever: we are _ 
God is always with'us, and'ſees us. © Leteve-* 
*ry one ſay to himſelf, T am now in'the pre-+ | 
" ſence of the Great God, whoſe Tam; Hheis' 


xr 1 c: wr 1k never 
« hide any. of them Fn 7g I had need" 
pt He oe ” k-ren x rg s eh that all 
< may e at every thin be 
* riplit in hisEyes, and ſuch"as he << 
«of For- he a"moſt Holy God, of parer 
«© eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look on 
| 'f pniquity, Hab. ]. 13. The way of the wicked 
is an ibomination to the Lord,' Prov. 'XV. 9. 
* Heis an A/mighty and moſt Powerful God, + 
«* and isableto calf both ſoul and body into'hell 
&« Matt. X..28. He, even he is to be feared, and. 
«© who may ſtand in his 6 eh, when he is by 
«Pal EXXVI. 7. He isa moſt Fuſt 


ay, p-2: Righev Fadze of all the World. 
c 
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« He will not at. all acquit the wicked, Nah. I.3.. 
& {A g is moſt Eo, Powerful and Juſt 
| is the Judge of all, and, will render to 
I according totheir works; and ſeeing the 
me.God. who is. to judge us,. is always 
« 2preſcat-eye-witneſs of every thing that 
we.are- tobe judg'd for, certainly nothing. 
.Moredeſerve our Conſideration than this; 
Ba i-oo.. other conf! Frag Fo Rom of 
E- uS-1nT 1nto a due. caretulneſs to do always 
Fo as we. are ſure are acceptable o 


bam: +; "EIN 

-43-+4 third thing that weare much to Con» 
fider-is-this, That nothing in the World bur 
a, fancere Holineſs of heart and life, can pleaſe. 
this moſt Holy and Alſeeing God. Withozt. 
hulineſs no, manyſpall [ce the Lord, Heb. XII. 
Ids Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall 


ſee God, Mat. V..8. 0 how little is this Cone 


ſidered by the generality of men! How few 
have this in their thoughts, That to cleanſe 
ous. [elves from all filthineſs of x and ſpirit, 
and $0 perfett bolineſs in the fear of the Lord, is 
the. very work that the Promiſes of God 
ſhould put usupon ? Yer fo it is, 2 Cor, VIL. 
1. And no otherwiſe can we ever hope to be 
mage partakers of the Bleſſings promiſed, 
O that we would think well of this, and ſe. 
rioufly conlider, if this'be.the buſineſs that. 


weare continually a doing ! If ic be-agt, i 
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what is it thatwe live for2:what are we all our 
life long alabouring for? What, is it the bu- 
fineſs of our lives, to make our. ſelves Ever- 
_ hſtiogly Miſerable ?. Are we; hard at-work, 
as moſt of us are one way or other, t901n0 \bet- 
ter purpoſe, than'to. vex' and: -pfovpke/'our 
Holy and Righteous God,; and"to heap, wp - 
Wrath unto ' our ſelves, againſt the'day;/of 
'Wrath ? O what pains do\we tak&to undo 
our ſelves, when'we know-thatinorhing nr 
we our ſelves'can undo us! Whatever'we are 
a doing, if this be.not our chief work;»20 per 
fett Holineſs,” the one thing neceſſary'is. till left 
- undone; and we have: yet done-riotlnng'to 
pleaſe God, and ſo had as good been dompgno+ 
thing at all ; ſeeing were toiling all ou 
without any reaſon to hopeſthat we: ſhall be 
Happy., and reap any .thing but bitterneſs 
from all ourlabour, when ourdays areended, 
For every man that hath this hope in him, *purt- 
fieth himſelf even as he is pure, 1 Joh. NI. 3. 
* Oconſider it in good earneſt, for it is a:mat- 
* ter of "moment ! Shall we be ſo mad as'to 
live to no other end, but to have! time e- 
* nough to make our. ſelves intollerably 
© wretched ? How ! ſhall we tire and wear 
* out our ſelves, "merely to deſtroy 'our 
© {elves ? Shall we toil like Oxen in the dirt 
of this World; merely todefile our ſelves, 
«and make our ſelves odious in the fight of 
| * our 


r_ 
gs 


d 


"©gfir heavenly Father ? Shall we 


us ' Which' are unquenchable, Could we conli- 
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&:21! our time 1n in, andolly, and yani 
pt 5 hits good End, That we may bg e ſurer of 

Fan echeaity of T orments and Sorrow * Alas, 
©the' Work! palſcth away," and the Liſts 
hereof,” ro which we callave our elves; | 
WGad'we draw near to Hell, and the' flames 


*"J@r this, we would ſoon diſcern what man- 
& of po ſons we ought to be, in all holy cOM- 


IT 


on and goalineſs, 2 Pet. IN. Tt. © So KK 

4. Confider often 'what'a price God Al 

phity has Ttupon us; how wonderfully he 

ch nifeftel his love towards us”; and 

What great aſtoniſhing things he hath already 

"make vs happy uti i bim{clf. The 4» 

/ of God,” thoſe glorious and holy Spirits, 

e to look 7nto- thiſe e things (i (1 Per. 1. 12.) 

wit" admiration" and 'delizht*: beholding 
ot the manifold wiſdom of God, Eph. IH. 

.* What more hes ingcourſe can-we ima- 

Hh God could have taken to bring Sinners 
5 "love With Him, 'and their own Happineſs ? 
How could he teſtify his love and care of us 
more convincingly than he hath done? How 
many notable ways doth he daily exerciſe his 

lovingKindneſs towards, us? Is. 

this worth" our ſerious Confiderati 

not this-that when by the breac 


Covmnant we were faln under the Curk: ; It- 
EB 2 | ſtead 


6&o "TW Nevoſy of 


execiting g the judgment 'uport uport 
d be UrmERey do he was Te 
_R 


(1 hy 4 

enough to Fr 
ther, than, let'us' periſh, the moſt ra 
tul, thing. that ever was, 'mult be contrived 
by Infinite Wiſdom to [procure 'us"a', Savi? 
our-? Had we deſerved. to die? God's 6wn 
eternal, only begotten , and beloved Stn, the 
immortal God, and eternal Life, n E 
brought into a capacity of djing,to redeem ts. 
. Were-we become weak ? On iporence it ſelf | 
muſt be cloath'd with the weakneſs of our 
Nature, and in that bear our ſins and ſorrows: 
The Creator of all things muſt be adit man 
| of « woman; The Kjns of the whole world 
mult be made under 45 Law, to redeem thi 
that were under the Law, that we mioht yererve 
the adoption of Sons,. Gal. IV. py Are we 
ignorant, and wicked ?.. The Holy Spiric of 
£9. mult. be ſent to-be our Teacher and 
Guide, our Santifier and. our Comforter. 
Have We, after all, need till of bodily ſuc- 
cours and ſuſtenance, of wordly delights and 
refreſhments i Qur way tO bleſſedneſs? Good 
God! what plenty and Variety of all theſe 
doth he daily, afford us ! *Tis plain, God 
would teſt 1 Us from nothiag, bur” from 
| doing our ſelves a_ miſchief. - How often 


haves 
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Seriogs, Conſideration 61 
haye RPE broken his New Covens as of, Grace, 


be 3 ainſt the | Err ACics? 
phos yet G {ſpares us, vr graf lus time to 
repens and earneſtly icnviceghl 
oads us*with all-er , Uray mg [= 
thſpiritual and tempor: ; every day. 


r_all chis, how wonderfully. how 
many ways, how often and long God hath 
ſhew'd himſelf gracious unto us in Jt Su's 
CHR $T.! and deſp iſe not the riches of his 

5, and. Rrbeaee, and long-ſuffering, 
nat conſudering, fin Ky goodeſ of God leaders 


Another jos chi we ſhould daily 


raking on:1o long as we live, is our Lt- 

ter End; how ſoon it may come, and whit it 
15 like to be. O'that cc ere.wiſe, that? 

rſtood this, that they woultonſider ; their 


latter end,Deut, KXXI., 29. An End will come; 
agd. 5 ſeems ſtrange, thatwe ſhould all knoy 
it, .and few'of us conſider it to any pu#poſe. 
We lee every day in Fo or other; what is 
the,end gf all our Pleaſures, and Honours, 
K., Riches,, and every thing that we here de- 


light'1 in. All theſeare at anend when death 


comes; and it 1s coming, and at hand, none 


Hf. us ;knows how near, Wea are {ure it can- 


got. be very far off; and" day. we are 
re it is nearer than it was the day before; 
and the longer we live, the nearer it is fill. 
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60 T "Db Nec#ffry wp 
-ad of ,execting the, judgment 'u of ts 
threaten'd, he was pracioufly 
0% Mak 5 RagrN res 3 { 
too ? Nor this,” That | yo 
enough to #6 re es, * 
| let us* periſh, the mo 
__ tul hy BO ot was, muſt be contrived 
| by Tnfoke Wiſdom to procure us '4 Savi 
KA ? Had we deſerved. to die? God's dts 
eternal, only begotten , and. beloved Sh” the 
immortal God, and eternal Life, m 2 
brought into a capacity of djing,to redeem ts. 
Were-we become weak ? Omniporence"it Telf 
muſt be cloath'd with the weakneſs of our 
Nature, andin k at Per our fe and: ny 
+ The Creator of all things be ' wan 
| of a woman; "The Kijng of * the whole world 
mult be made under w_ Law, ts"redeem thith 
that were under the Law, that we might yererve 
the adoption of Sons, Gal. IV. 45. Are we 
norant, and wicked ? The Holy Spirit of 
a muſt. be ſent to» be our Teacher and 
Guide, , our San#tifier and, our Comforter. 
Have we, after all, need ſtill of bodily ſac- 
cours and ſuſtenance, of wordly br and 
refreſhments i ngur way to bleſſedneſs: Good 
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tus from oct þ bur from 
$ a miſchief. How often 


haves 
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ye poppe broken his New Covenant of.Grace, 

F powrage Apploſt the  greelt of 'Mercics? 
a ye God: Joares us, Wd es e ro 

repent an ITC! in its S2S £0 DE Y 
59 and Ra 15” \ Nan Er col Fa WIT {> 

| gy, thſpiritual and temporal, "every day. 


r ul 19h fn ag poly: how 
wy way S, NOW ONCn ong hath 
Ro himſelf gracious unto us in JtSu's 


CH R.I [5 T_! and deſpiſe not the riches of his 
Uo entance 
No f: ing mogul we ſhould Uail 
ter End; how i 
hat they 
29. An E 
1t ſeems {tr 
e leg every day in,one or other, whar is 


£0 forbearazice, and long-ſuffering, 
not Ling 6 & 4 Sooke of God lealle { 
Anot oe 
be chains on-lo long as we live, is our L#- 
n it may come, and attic 
is like to be. wiſe, 
food this, that they 1 | 
latter £ end,Deut, KXXI. 29. vill 
ange, thai ould af on ivy 
It, and few of us conſider it to any pufpo 
4 fall our Pleaſures, and Honours; 
and WE and every. Ng thar We here de- 


 lighrin. All theſeare at anend when death 


comes; and.itis coming, andt hand, none 
of. us knows how near, We are (ure it can- 
got, be very far off; and'gyery. day we art 

re it 1s nearer _than it was the day before ; 


bi the longer we live, rhe Nearer i it is fill. 
a 8! 


E356: And 


62 Je; +6 
& things we are.now.ſo fond 


endin,death,,,yet death.will..not:make an 
ry | a + after death,is, Judgment, 
we-Mileſt, all © pen tarn the judgment- 


F of Gra, that every. ove may. receive. the 
whe in his body., according toi that he 
For doke } "whether it. be good or: bad, 12:Cor. 
-5. 19... Neither. is:there, an/.end of ATI | 
bur. according ,to..the. Sentence which ſha 
then paſs, upon ,us ,. Sowe ſhall go awgy anto 
eperlaſting puniſhment,” but ther ighteows: znto 
Tife eternal, Matth. 25: 463. —_—_ did we.{c- 
riouſly conſider this, that our Ends like to 
have no-end, but.is an endleſg ſtate of Blefſed- 
neſs or Miſery, ſurely we wo do come little 
Toe to our ſelves, and, learh the wit.toask 
OM ſelves lome.. eſtions., {uch: as *theſe. 
FLOP! - hat I am'a domg in this World ? 
S \ | EN ing amy -7 time and labour 
« in,? Am I {urs-what my..Ead: will be ? | 
« Have I made my {elf ready. tor. a bleſſed 
« Eternity ? I bave hcen labouring for the 
« things of this World As if Lcould never have 
< enough of -them.; and yet I. mult ſhortly 
« dye, and all] have laboured ſo hard for; will 
** be- gone, 5 76 I ſhall! carry nothing away 
« with me. "I am | Continually-caring,tor this 
« Body, and 'm; $ng a very. Idol of it z#my 
6 baGnck frommorning to night is to feed 
6; [Ut and to adam 1 it. And-am Þ not a-very 


W ** fool 


6 of:mine-by-and'b Ot 10; the'tz 
fam 5? Ves 


£ livefor-evers:+- 


Wo 


Serigns'Conſidergtion. 
»£ fool: for this ?. Mutt not this-idoli 


pains £0 -guite 
a:dwell wightEver, 


EY cg I _— 


hades of Jud Jud 
| be-able to anſwer for 


70a but what T- 


| <« <then 2... Qr:haveL blond orby repentance 


« allzthat will not-pals thenfor.good ? O let 


+ what will become.of this V arld , which.is 


& bur for, a moment 5. andoof this Body,which 
« will.quickly be;all rotreaneſs and putrefa- 


4 ion 5. m my-great: carei,/.if : I. be not quite 


be, -by agholy: and vertuous life 
-Aatted/foran-eternal glorious 


© 20d when my-lamp of Lift þbe cxtin- 
« guithed, I knowznot; This An. is here, 
* but tomorrow's :-?Tis therefore 
* high time-fonmeito live. well;-hat may 
- pi 

+ 6. .Conſider,as Holy.David did ,Þ{ CXIX, 
50; and as,we'are often call'd upon to do, our 
own" ways-:.. Thus ſaith, the Lord "of Hoſts , 
Conſider your ways," Hag, T. 5,9... A man's 
ways are:his thoughts, deſires, Weſiens, delights, 
hopes , confidences gloves, fears , Or. hatreds ; 
all his! words and attions,. callings, profeſſions, 
forms; ; and4n ſhort, his whole copver/ation 
E 4 privately. 
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rivately” witty himſelÞy"or- abroad-in'the 
wow Mis it"concerns 'Wsmuch to think 
"nota9toc fra de > np 1a 
/ouring tis whentheaQt Ow roxaty 
over the pleaſure aFain in'their thoughts offit} 
and to continae"the'gutt and reliſh of -ivas 
Joo as they.c can: "neither muſt' w&'conſider 
contriv thoughts new waysof fin- 
wwby ; how we may ger'into rhem, howivwe 
may walk gn'moſt ſecurely and moſt pleaſarir- 
" in them, 'or h&w”we' may compaſs our 
orldly, carnal arid'devillifh ends*by them: 
this kind of thinking"on' ourown Ways, 1s 


"(God knows ) too'Commotr 
dingy in this aft __ ; _ ce 
s, that cheyTtan ardly any thing . 
wy this WEAare tc Ts walk 
the Rule that God- "at _ us; that 
-Earefully mind whatiwe*doJ and how, and 
to what end we doit ; and raking a review of 
our ways paſt, examine whether they be ſuch 
as God approves of. »We:ſhould be as vigi- 
Jant over our ſelves, and have as cloſe an eye 
to all our doings, as'a' moſt 'wary Maſter or 
Miſtreſs are wont to have over their Servaits, 
whoſe either -skill or faithfulneſs they niblt 
ſuſpe&., "Every night iewould well become 
ps to call our;ſelves to an account for! all'our 
fdoings, and ler-nothing eſcape us:F-ir»be 
poſſible, 
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+ Lt Aving pointed out ſome few things v ve- 


who: have not been 
"rom 4 duty of Confidarion I ſhall now 
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-/-Thus\might we diſ- 
cern ; wacour peſo | 
dicion+16 5 whither 


walk in; will 5 i! : 
indeed; well _— hy: 
obſerve twell'whether h Ways: .of 


God, or the ways of the Glen our own 
Luſis,and whither they m——_ life-or death ; 
ir-Were tobe we ſhould ſee-the World 
initune reformed,-and- theways of Piety and 
Holineſs come'in requeſt again. Rur alas! 
whilſt men-confider {© ligtte-what they. do, 
and-live ſo careleſly and ently, as-tho 
their doings in this life had no relation at all 
ro: their- Finure ſtate ;--0r-as if they -had//no 


| God co-give an account t0 of what they do; 


"tis-no wonder that ſo. many rug headlong to 
deftruRtion ungthe ways which they have cho- 
ſen, and in, without 'any conſidera- 
at; what they are, or whither hay nd.» 
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"the of choſe 
ed to _ molt 


ry confidepabl 


conclude 
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conclude: .8hi Fart with, an carneſt Exon 
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_- LEE US Mby.A we.love-God and gur,awn 
5. awakep-our ſelves taghis Work. No- 
1..@mDecct greater concernment tous, 

-11e 0 18s; 


es or wamnlthe eyry way 's 
we do,not-very;lerioully conſider chem. . Gan 


it ſeem allone £0.US,/-W ether:we have a.God 
oe us, 0r00ne2ols. it all. one; whether ge 
be.under his Goyernment,.or-our.ownMa- 
{ters ; under hisÞgwer, -or at. our Qwn/Com- 
mand? Are» we-00-way ,concern'din Gods 
Infinite Wiſdom, Power; Goodneſs, dubicn 
Faithfulne(s, Holineſs , his Providence , 
his: Laws ?.Are. his:Works. and Word, his 
BleGiogs and;his Gurſe, his Favourand; Dif: 
pleaſure, his Mercies and his Judgments, all 
one to. us, Can;yye, be wholly-unconcern'd 
whether he ſee us,: gr {ee us not; whether he 
regard,. or neglect us-?.,Can we think it alla 
caſe, whether-we behave ourſelves towards 
him as SubjeQs,, or..as Rebels; whether he 
reward,-or puniſh'us ? Is it no matter, -whe- 
ther we live like Men, . or Beaſts ; whether 
we uſe our Reaſon, or.not ; whether we do 
what-we were made-for, or a& contrary to 
f. our Creation? _ 
Is-it the-ſame thingy whether we be boly+os 


unholy 3 lovely orabominable in the! pure 
Eyes 


Serious\Conſiderdtion: 67. 


Byes'of God ? © Canawe be indifferent, whe- 
ther God take any.care for:our Salva 
none? whether we/have a Savi W,0r 1 
_ viour; be reconciled to' Godiowar enmi 
with him ?. Is it all-oge-to u what-our/ 
ſhall be; whether we ſhall be: ary tted;, 
condemned in the day\of Judgment ?' W 
ther .ic ſhall be then ſaid.to-us, -Come ye bleſſed, 
or depart ye curſed ?\ whether we ſhall forever 
rejoice. in iHeaveny or burn in. Hell ? Makes 
itnomarter, whether the time of this life be 
wiſely improved, or vainly waſted?- whether 
we beiitted in time ores 4m Ray till xt-be 
toolate:?-:If none of alltheſe things be ofany 
- concerament to us, (then'are'theynot worth 
our thinking: ons3- neither: are-we'our ſelves 
worthy. of our' own Thoughts ; and-1t's/no 
matter» what becomes -of us, whether we 
ſhall be ſaved; or damned. Nay, *tis Laid 
we: think not our Souls worth'-the 4aving. 
But if there be any weight in theſe matters, 
andif it benot all one tous, whether we be in 
Glory, 'or in Torment; then are theſe things 
well worth our ſerious conſidering ; and it 
_ cannot be all one'to us; 'whether we think 
much of ' themg or no,”- Ougmeat will not 
keep-us from famiſhing,” oralive, if we'do 
not eat and digeſiit. No means'et Salvation 
will keep us from pe z>.if they be not 
conſider'd. God's Word*and' Sacraments ; 
is 
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acnings; all the Merus of Chriſt, andall 
>radiofis.thvitationsot the Goſpel, and all, 
els abthe Miniftry, are quite loſt unto, 
"withaut Serious Conſideration ; and we, 
go to Hel when Heaven is ſet opea to- us, for . 
wagat of conſidering whither we are going, . 

. Haw can we poſlibly excuſe our 5-H 
this groſs negleCt ? Iris no hard matter for 
one to think of himſelf, and bis,own Cup- 
cerns. It is, natural and unavoidable Wo 
think of ſomething ; and 4s it. not reaſonable. 
then to think on ſomething to ſome purpoſes, 
W hen, we cannot. hinder our thoughts from 
being bulie, 1s it not fic we ſhoulT ſer them 
on- work for our good ? Can we excuſe our 
' {elves for not thinking moſt on the beſt things, 
which will do us molt good ? Gan our own. 
 Conſciences acquit. us, for not thinking how 
we may eſcape Eternal Miſery ? Can any 
one pity us,or ſhall not we curſe our {elves, if 
we periſh only for want of conſidering how 
we may be ſaved ? Are the things which be- 
loag unto our Peace. hid from us,” ſo that we 
can have no thoughts of them? Hath not God 
laid them plaigfand open before.us, fo as he 
chat runs may read them? Have we not 1et 
well learn'd them? . And ean we excuſe gur 
{:lves for fuch a, Sin and Folly ? Have we 


ao 1eachers't9 inſtrict'ys ?. Have, xe no ca- 
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Serious Conſideration. | 
of learning ? Have we'no By 
pitt nolight to ſte by ? T_—_ jeforge al?” 
And have we' nor \brance = | of: 
what we are ſo apt.of avr'f :lves "16 
Alas! all comes to this ar laſt Wear nd 
and negligent, we are ſturdy a 1d & 
we are wicked and perverſe ; * wetake no fe” 
light in God'; we care” not/for ſpiritual 
things. O how ſhall we then eſcape for ne-. 
Nees great Salvation ?/ 
we no Real n to conſider ? Are we: 
not in the greatefi 


figer by not conſidering ? 
May'\ forprized by Death, before we 
have. learn'd to Ive : by Ju nt, before 
otr Accounts be ready ; by Hell-fire, before 
we' ſo much as fear'd it * May we not be 
tempred out of the way to life, ere weare 
aware of it,” by a thouſand temprations for 
want of conſidering, ? May we not fall aſleep, 
and {leep on Tecurely, till all be in flames a- 
bout; us, and there ſhall be no eſcaping, no» 
thing but rerror and amazement? Good God ! 
chat nothing ſhould make us ſenſible of this 
danger. who are otherwiſe ſo apr-to be afraid, 
even where no fearis'! What, will we not be 
ſafe at ſo eaſie a rate as a lictlerimely thinking | 
of our danger ! 

What can ſweeren and ſmooth unto us all 
the ſour, rough, and melanchally paſſages of 
this life, and make them in any —__ vn 

rable 


| World, that nothing/in the World; bur'the 


- 


76 «The-Necwyof 
_ 60 ; bur Confteration ? What is'it 
2tner us:either; to: prevent, -Or 

_ ve, Ke be ar che croſs;and all afliting Ac- 
Jef It | bl f of es and Diſappointments, the 
Sickne $a Pains, the;Griefs and: V.exa- 
th 


>./ but Serious Conſideration? 
Sas Condition be- 1n' this 


Such: may. 


conſideration of his own Integrity, of God's 
Love, and the Joys of: ana give.him 
the, leaft comfort or eaſgof mind: -Hiswhole 
borgfey 5a een t he-is yg the. right, 
it' be a | he: 

ſhortly be-at- ev; one. 4by 'and*out of 
this uneafie- way, at. home 4n this Father's 
Houſc,, where: he ſhall reft-ir-bleſſedneſs for 
ever. cata but this iT can 
Iris, or prevenyas fainting uh: 

ALY way. And thall/-we not, to make our” 
life eaſje/to-us,” and our; burthea light5*bear: 
the:pains of a: few timely ſerious ii how hts?- 
'W.hether we will conſider or no” God doth! 
always conſider us, ' and all our ways," and: 
doings,,- and- that in'orcer- to-art Eternal Re«« 
ward/:orPunithment. | If God would 'not 
regard: what: we. do, zwe needed the” leſs to 
conſider what we do. Were it all-one-to 
God; how: we-live , and he-made©no diffe- 


. rence; between''the Sheep and Goats, we 


ſhould need the.leſs to. confider unto which 
Flock 


Serious Conſilleration. 71 


PFl6ck we belong But we know” *is orher- 
wiſe, He nombers our ſteps, ani 'watchts-over 
Our fins ;' 6ur tranſereſſion is ſeat uptn' # bag, 
Be" ſows "up" our" 1wiquity,, JOPXINRs, 17. 
'Fhoughrwe conſider it not in ofle carts, he 
retembreth' all-our wickedneſs ; our Joins 
beſet *u$/'about 3' mw are before his face; 
ary ws VAI. 2 FU £ ALI 

\'Fhe Devit and his Angels oolificer us, arid 
watch all opportunities, ' which our inconſi- 
deration makes them in abundance, to'take 
us at! undWatesj-arid as it were faft aflcep: 
Whien the'Husbafidtnart ſleepeth;' then is'the 
proper ſeaſon forthe Enemy to:ſow his Tares. 
When' we are” at reſt in' our'tmirids; ſecure; 
and conſider little ; thert'is' irSitaft's  oppor- 
tunity*to- ſow the Seed of Wiekednels. in our 
Hearts," "'We"twuſt'be on our\ watelv 
this devouring Þion,, , if we would"not be de- 
vouted'by hiny':- and our only'Beeurity'is Se- 
ridus Conſideration. Wi 1 $1 

4O'-how: much Miſery would a ſcaſorable 
obnſideringofthings 7 Mytery which 
will make us at lengh* nſider, w! 
it willbe'too late.  Now'Confiderationwilt! 
do us much good , *then'**will*do'us hare: 
When *twill do us good,we will not confider; 
when *twill do ushurt,*we cannot chaſe fir 
conſider. O' Folly of all Follies !'What 
madneſs is this, 'not to do'to our comfort” 
now, 
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now, what if we.do not now., we muſt do 
hereafter. to'our ſorrow? What would the 
Damned in} Hell pow give, that either 
they "had conſider d when they would 
not, or -could hot now conſider when 
they muſt? Now Conlideration would pre- 
vent Hell-torments, then it will in a great 
part make them. Had the Rich Glutton 
coaſider'd what he muſt endure in Hell,”he 
would not have delighted 1a the way to Hell; 
thither he came becauſe-he conlider'd not, that 
thicher he was going ; and, that being there, 
ns Conſideration could bring him back agaig.' 
Yea, : how many ſevere Judgments Mga. we 
eſcape in this life, did we well conliger? Theſe 
things haſt thow. done. ({aith God) and I kepi 
filence , thou thoughteſt- that I was altoget 

[uch an one 45 thy ſelf, but I willreprove theez 
and ſet them in order before thine eyes. Now con- 
fider this, ye that forget God, leſt T tear you in 
pieces, and there be none to acliver,” Plal./'L. 
20421. Whara folly is it to ſep 0n,,””rill 
God be farced by his Rod to awake us ! Bur 
what a magneſs, not toawake when his Ro;, 
iS 4Þpn us,/DUT to fleep.on ſtill, till we awake 
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kk: p E N TANGE. 
: F yFoth "N hat aca enough ſaid uf ihe 


former Part of, this Diſcourſe ,. to con- 
vince us of the necefl of des Cons 
=—_ ” federation ; ; and if Coats be id yes 
ry.necellary, it s to this S s Boe we thay 
ve LN Rafe, efeafter, Tt aþ- 
39 qt faid, that. Fonda but 
, and conſider ide Perſons, © 
live well ; and "is certain , that none , own 
hey. who ive well, have any reaſon ro hope, 
oa rhey can die well, or that they cah bs 
Py . her death. "Therefore was as \ 
ft 1n the # fir # place, we. {hould be Put ic 
mind of ek unportant Duty, whicti is lo ge- 
herally [negleQted, and 2 'neglet where 


74 The Sin and-Danger 
draws ſo great an. Evil after-it, as that: of L- 
&ving oaly to. diſhonour God, and to deſtroy 
our {elves eternally. But now:'tis alſo-.as 
evident from all that hath been ſaid, that the 
deepeſt.-angd moſt Serious Conſideration, eyen 
of the heſt and moſt conſiderable things, is 
but a great deal of trouble to no purpoſe ;. and 
indeed a very-idle thing, if it-bringius not to 
- a ſtedfaſt for 9-07 anda ſtrenuous endeavour 
to behave aur ſelves, throughout the whole 
courſe of this lifey- 40-as-may- beſt pleaſe Gad, 
and 01 no, to _ rg LBecmnal $3 
pinteſs.. Reſolving is. Conſide 
and Doing 1s the periecing of -Reſ« 4h 
Wichaut conſtant prattice, tis acovon rjovy 
$ nor ple fing that will briry leſſed- 
"Torhink'much, 'nterely orthinliog 
ſ & is juſt to as mich, purpoſe, as'to think - 
of nothing atall ; atman may poſſibly become 
more k»owi? by it » but he.is.not one jot the 
better. If then we will tmprove our Confi- 
deration.to, our-advantage,- we.mnſt taker 
fame courſe, which, as we haye ſeca,b 
David took ; whonoſooner had confoder'd, but 
forthwith he rurn'd his feet unto Got rome 
ro W . Jo he made haſte, and delayed not to keep 
649 1999; This miſt -be the 
"= "of our. C onfideration if we conſider to 
purpoſe. , 'Asthe Prodigal Son in the Pu+ 


rable, Luk, XV.no fooner Ws tohimfelf;and 
| conlider'd 


conſider” d-things well ;\ but 


| Dorn. ; Abd pm 


of Yelaying: inp" Repen __ + 
6/2 to: return tohis Father ; and hay = 
reſolved; away he went. without delay 6 
arewe'todoy if we wouldbe fafe-and 

welt, repene nambdiatelyiof a 14s 
Sins; and” without: ſtop enter upon anew 


 eourſe of life; Aud this isthe butineſs of this 
Sorond' Patr,"to ſhew>thenereffityof a 


evrapee, andthe abſurdity of-D 
yi avork that requires'all ttie haſte: has 
we Ga inake, and atmirs of -nodelay-ata}. 
La Re Rayon tooſdon; | Secondly, 

\rf:ir be too late: 
ffie'rxro chaps Th ttall s NOW _—_ 
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1 | Nomawean Repene meſo. 


Y .ntthite; WF From (ou: 6xv0 
Vaysitoute ways of Gai 


to ''rhe/ way -of 7 Life "it is 
of ro be bad, and a growing dey reve A 

anze of thi whole mais forvhe”bercer,' bock 
of the inward 


of his heart, andef tlis 
outward courſe of his Life ad Corvidatlo 


ft, 


And can it now be tieedful toprove;/ thac this 
F 2 Cath 


- fools; happy uh 


axtibets done too ſoptt-i ? Can: one 'too'early 
et out bf danger and: be- ſafe? Can 'one os 
egin togrow Happy ? Need I uſe argu- 
ments't6\convince'vs; that one cannot make 
7 too-rtinch haſte to-bers good may ?:; And;yet10 
ſtrangely'bewitch'd and: blinded. are Sinners; 
ſuchanalmoſt' incredible power:hath -Satan 
got over- men; to blind their; eyes, and-dar-' | 
ken their minds; that they dote on nathing. fo 
much-as on theit' own fowneſs and afermin; 
ad» nothing is harder)to iconvincerthem of, 
than-that i hn fe, for- nor tir; ae 
filthy; well than'fick, -good-thati bad," wefe than 
a wſeruble; - Whas would 
think, that a Reaſonable Creature ſhquld:be 


& ls Senſele eſs? And yet almoſt all the-work:-, 


and T amlure, "the hardeft parr of tit which 


- the MiniFers of Chriſt have'tado, isto make 


men ſenſible of this, That « wan cannot too ſoon 
be good; the thing which Iam nowto ſhew ; 
and ſhew it-I can, but to make men ſee-and 
believe.it, 15. the work of God aloxe.; -and-we 


_- muſt} Humbly) and Earneftly in; -Fervent 


Pt ayer beſcech Himtodoit; +th4< +, make 
us! lieu wicog of: theſe three thipgy: 
Vet! Tibet nie-oiwnt teo-[pow do; whats at al 
»i'1 {ares our Duty to dow? - | 

F wen 17p we canyot.i7p0- ſoon dey what alone 


:24a1 [et us in ſafety. -- 
2. Tha 


* FX, 


we 


- as 


© oo 


vw oF 0 ko %Y OO =o ou. © tr = Www 


of "afeJaying: Repentante. 79 
-/ 3s That we cannot too. ſobmdo. that, without 
which our life'is very wncomfort able.,) 


'»:1«/ We cannot too ſoon dothaty which is t all 
times; our. Daty \to-do.; and'there 1s,no part of 
our life, how early ſoever it be, \thatit:is not 
gur-duty.toRepent init; and; keep,/the Com- 
mandments.of.» God, - \W hat we-.cannot: do 
ſooner 'than+ it i5:0ur.. Nuty -to+ doit, 'cannot 
be done too ſbon;3 'and what itis ourDuty ale 
ways$tobe doing, cannot-be begun too ſoon; 
Weare always:Szzvers, therefore we: cannot 
Repert-toq foon; . becauſe it cannot be ſooner 
than-we have Sins to be.Reperted. of. Were 
Repentance+no: more, than what too-many I 


fear take 1t-to be, 'a being -/orry that. me have _ 


fianed:;, it could not be too ſoon ; far ſa ſoon 
as\'we have Sinned.,+ we: have cauſe. to be 
ſorry that-we have Sinned ; and we have all 
Sinned -even-from.Qur Infancy; And ſoſfoon 
as: we have Offended Gad, J.it is qur Duty ta 
be-ſorry that we have Offended Him, Were 
itno more, | but hatred of Sin, a confelſing of. 


#,\ or reſalving. againſt it, yea, 'or any ſort of 


attual forſaking it, and begging God's Pardon 
for # : nothing of all:this could be-done toq 
ſoon ; . becauſe- it .is our-Nuty.ta.do all this fo 
ſoon as we have Sinned ; -and we have.always 
had Sins.to be hated, confeſsd, reſolv'd againſt, 
pardon'd and forſaken. . And yet, were thy 
F 3 


all rhat is mcanwby-Reprnrance, though we 
could not bur confels'it very: reaſonable; that 
all this ſhould bedone ſo foon as' we are ſenh- 


ble that weare Sixzers3) yer I fearwe ſhould | 


not think /it altogerher zeceſſary ;: but'would 
Tather' flatter qur: felves, « rn be 
enough ito: do it'in our laft Sichngs, ori ſome 
few days'or hours | before we d#;7 becauſerall 
this; if we have but! ſo. much :#ae; and'fd 

nueh-(/enſe and nnderſtanding Iefrus'as to 
thiak of it,may thembedone;and:I doubt nor; 
but 4t- is done-by a'great-many;owho yer do 
 noxRepent-unto life;' as will be: ſhewn-aaon. 

Rur ſceiag Repeatauce' is allthis,- and'a g 
deal: more than'all this ; even a #hrowph 
of life, not for deathy'but fora more Holy life, 
and *that;''!not rin Heavesx , burion Ear; 
ſeeing it is a /eaving: of Sin, *not todo nothing; 
but todo our Paty 3a turning from our own 
_ wicked ways unto GoiPs Teftimpnies, vandithe 
' kreping of his. Commanaments;"1t:\s a Dury; 
tharweare always to- be doingAd'long as'we 
e;*and--can only be done whilſt we'live; 
and is\1n great danger not-to be donevat all if 
irbenotſoon begun's and cannot be done'too 
ſoon, becauſe-the doing: of it ſoon, © even40 
ſoory a8we-cany iwis/a/part of the Duty. - - T0 
makethisplainery Jet us Firſt briefly confider 
what the -Puty of Repentance 15,” as 18, the 
Holy- Scripture it is deſcribed unto us 3and, 
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of delaying Repentarce. 7g 


Secapaly, (what tume the. ſame Scripture di- 
reds us ta, for. the doingot it ;. and by both 
we ſhall eaſily perceive,. that we. cannot re+ 
pent-;t09 ſoon ; becaule.no. ſooner-than it is 
our Duty, ow STM $04 741 


gntorfhy | Obſerve: how :.the Duty of Repens 
taxes deſcribed unto. us is. the Holy, Scrips 
turec Keck, RVAIN..21.: 1t is 4 turning from 
all our. yo ns | gt g's and. 4 
keeping: 1of. all, God's Statutes, and doing that 
which 4s:lawful and right. And _—_ -A 
caſting; away from ns all our tranſgreſſions, where» * 
by wei. have. tran{greſſed, and making us a new 
bearts, uud 4 new [pirit.. It is an amending of 
007 ans: 4nd; 08r doings, Jer. VI. 3, 4 re 
turning every. man from" bis evik way,” avd ma- 
king'0ur-mays and our doings good, Jer. XV IL, 
Li«:It implicth--4-goaly ſorrow for Sin,; yet 


" thats godly {orrowr 1s:00t .Repentance ;-. but 


worketh: repentance to ſalvation, not 10-be re- 


pented: of, '2:Cor. VIL 10.:It amplicth e-ba- | 


tred: of every falſe way, Plal. CXIX; rog.. 4 


being oſbamea,and confounded for our own mays; s 


loathing: our ſelves in: our own fight;: for our 
tniquities ,, and for ' our. ahominations ;' Ezek. 
XAXVI: {3 1, 32. 4 confeſſing and. forſaking 
our fins,, Frov. XXV HL. +3: And yet all this 
15. not the whole. Duty of Repentarce. Bur as 
we mutſt cea/e.to. do evil, 10 mult we learn #9 

, F 4 ag 


fo: well:alfo; 16.1; 16, x19. We: muſt: both 
eſchewewvil;; and do good, 2'Pet. LIL 1311 New 
theristhis to be thoughta work;on whictvir 
may: be/enough to-beftow fome ſmall parr-of 
gur life, when it-grows-near to-anend ;- for 
Repentance is thus expreſs'd, Tt. I. 12: 4 
denying ungodlineſs and worldly lufts, and living 
foberh,  rightrouſly , and: godly in this preſent 
world. ' 'Can we think: the Apoſtle 'meantno 
more by theſe: words,” bur that we ſhould-do 
this for ſome few years or days of our o/d ape be- 
fore we die ?- Certainly 'no man'ican beſo 
* fooliſhas to think 10;; but rather,” thatweven 
folong: as weve in. this preſent: World, 'and 
whilſt: we: are a looking tor ' that bleſſed hope 
mention'd-F. 13. thatis, fo long as\we live, 
we ſhould-do this, "as Zacharias clearly ex» 
prefſeth itz Luk. 1.75. That we ſboutd: ſerve 
Godin holineſs ani righteouſneſs before him all 
Bhe days of our life. ' And by patient continuance 
in well doing, ſeek for glory; "amd honour; \and 
ammortality;'Rom. TI. 7.: I am confident; that 
no :body- can. now amagine, that fuch>a'Re-+ 
pentaxce as intheſe places of Holy Scripture-is 
commended to us,” can-be the'work of a dying 
max, or that it 15'not work'enough for: one's 
whole life, how' long {d ever. + However*tis 
plain; that-it-is Dur. Doty.in.all the-ſevera! 
apes of -life, andat-all times whilſt :we-live, 
and:therefore:no point df. our time ay 

ore ES be 2 I. _— 000 
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of delaying Repentance. Wt 


' {hon} to:begin/it' in; but every moment that 


weiwilfully negleQtit,: we add co our Sins.by 
kia foloag: an unholy life, contrary Q 
the:GCommand:of: God. -But this: will more 


be-proved:afterwards, +.\ 
ary 09 wy what. time. the ſame 


 Seriptare. direQts: us to for the ſetting upon 
this:Duty. And we ſhall-bardly find, that 


it commends tous. any other 75:6 but the pre- 
ferti3: there. is:n0'to morrow, that I know of, 
allow'd us. to. depend upon ; _ not the leaſt 
.COUNtenance or: encouragement. t9 procrsſtt- 
ation ordriviag off to another time.  There- 
fore now, \ſaith the Lord, turn'ye even' unto 
ae, Joel LH. 12. Now it & bi ich time to awake 
out of ſleep, Rom. XII: 11, Behold naw iis 
the accepted time, behold now is the day of ſatua- 


+#50p, 2Cor. V1.2. To dayif ye will hear his vice, 


harden wot your Gm eb. III, 7.. Remember 
nom: thy, Creator in the days of thy youth, Eccl. 


*XIL 1-. No part, | no day-of our Age too 


ſoon... We arealways call'd upon to repeat, 
preſent, to day, Juſt ow; and not told we may 
y. till to. orrow, or bid-ta do it ſometime 


| hereafter. Whenever therefore weare called . 


tO repent, and that. is as-ſoon ſoever as weare 
made to wnder/tand that weare {inners,andthat 
Repentance isour duty;then'is it ourduty to;ſet 
about-it 3-and to/pur it off longer, is a violati- 
.on ofgur d aty;20d anew hn;and therefore 'ti 


cer- | 


83 The Sin\end\Danjer 
certain,we-can never;begin to.repent toa ſoon. 

- 2. We carmott00:;f00n. dd-that,: wit out 'the 
doing whereof we. can; never bein '« ſafe conditis. 
0945, {490i man: thinks he. caniimake.too. nach 
haſte to be /efe : And nothing can be plainen 
than-chisz Bhat we arc'neverin a /ofe cond;- 
tion, till we:be .jiucere Penitents ; therefore. 
we cannot repexr:tooſoon-, unleſs we canbe 
ſafe. too ſoon. - Gan any .one-think he ;hath 
coo foorr got out of the Lion's. mouth,; aut of 
the ſnares of :the: Devil, andfrom the Boyders 
of Hell? .Canany one think it x00 ſoon; 
toibe. withia: view: of. i Heaven and iEters. 

 nal-Joys?. Fhen-indeed raj 3 think-it 
ways-of 'God's. Commandments. -.Did} we: 
but really believe; and well conſider, That 
we-are always indazper of, Eternal Deſtr uttis, 

_ 0x-3--and every moment geady to-fall into the 
bottoraleſs. Pir of«Fere.and Brimtonc,:' out:ofk - 

Which theres no Redemption, fo-long as/we 

_ goo0nin any ofthe ways of ſfin;thowe hadmo 
ſenſe of our Ublizaticss and»Daty.to-God, and 
tho we had noLove'to him,which ſhould can+ 
ſtrain us to-do anything for his fake; and leſt. 
weſhould be wanting.aurour Duty tohim;yet 
one would think:the:apprehenſion of the dax+ 
ger'-we'.are- in - of. periſhing, {hould; make vs | 
afraid t0:g0 0n./\and fear ſhould confirain-us, . 
for our own-fakes,' to change 'our.courle jof, 


life, 


And'when Se. Ih 
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of delaying Repentance. $5 
wv gr ver ER wantingto our ſelves 
and our. own: - Our Blefſed']-» 5a s, 
who cametof eve us! from Death and Deſtru« 
ion; came to: calbus-to i cadre that _ 
may” be faved3- that: bet 
God," for: his'fake;'' hack. pr — 
Salvation. « wb 1t was that _ Ex- 
repert, periſh, Luke XbH. 23. 
akote faw' the Phaty 
and Saddutes coming to his' Bapriſas, 
which was" the Baptiſm of Repenrance,' he 
chus ſaluted them; O generariowof* wipers, who 
havh warned you vo flee fromthe — 70 come? 
B#ing'forth they Yuits meet for repentance, 
Maarels LB 7, Ewing lidnAEher deco 
noother way of 'eſcapingthe Wrath of God, 
whieh always burnethagainft fin and wicked- 
nefs/ but ſuctt a Repenrance 'as brings» forch 
the' Fruits of 'Righteouſheſs. Fill we ur- 
feignedly Repettof our fins, weareina ſtate 
of-fin ; and fo long are we the children of 
wrath, Bph: TH: gn The wrath of | God & reveat- 
ap tinſt: albwngodlineſs and "un 
righreouſmeſs of men, who hold'the truth in un- 
OP tounſneſs, RongT. 18. Whilt we know 
is our Duty to-God,' and yet do 1t' not, 
there are many Riripesrendy for us; and'God 
hath dechred both by many Threatnings; and 
by many Examples of hisjaſt-Indignarion, 


that* by Wrath is kindied-apainft 1s. God 


{pared 


84 The Ste 'and:'Danger 
ſpared not the old: world,: but ſaved Noch the: 
oglalperſony #. preacher of couſneſs, bring. | 

upon the: world of the ungoaly.. And 
nies the Gittes of Ports verde 
aſbes , condemned them with an-overthran, ma+ 
king them an enſample unto thoſe that" after 
ſhould live ungodly, 2'Pet.TE.'5, 6. They ſuf+: 
fering the vengeance of eternal fire, Jude 1 | 
What /afcty can the imperitent Sinner | 
himſelf, on on ne will hefly; and rake San 

Qtuary from the Fiery lzdignation Vo- 
ked Juſtice and. ones Whilſt, We 
preſumptuouſly continue in-our ſins, | me heap 
up wrath againſt the day of wrath Rom, 
Our- Sins cry-aloud to "the Almighty,; for-his 
Vengeance-upon us. His Judgments /hang 
over our. heads, like-the naked Swordiever 
the head of the Tyrant, by: a:ſingle baicof 
Mercy ; andif our fins once-break thar, | we: 
are ſuddenly cut off from-the-land of che FA 
ving. God wil wound the hairy {calp: of ſiting) 
one as gaeth on ſtill: in. his; treſpaſſes; "Plaly 
LXVIIL 21. ForGods angry mith the wicksy 
ed every day. If - he turn not,” he will, whet his 
fword ; he hath bent his bow, and made it reaay-. 
» He hath prepared. for: him the. inſtrument 'of 
death; Rial, VII. 1244 2,33. hath X 
all things ready for theexecution of his Wrath 
whenſoever it: pleaſeth 'him; and no-finner 
knoweth how ſoon God will ſmitehim down 
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of delaying. Repentance. - Jet 


coHellIf hefiayiyet a while longer; itis to 
g1Ve'us time to repent 3. and if 'we.repent not... 
hes the mean while dut-whetti 


ereJong 
his-Sword;-and» bending - his Bow to its fu 


bent, - that: whenever he-pleaſerh-to take his 

own time for it, *his Swordmay pierce'deep, 
and his Arrow flye:home, and\wound: mor- 
tally.- [Indeed he hath declared bimſelf to be 
very: graciow, and-flow to wrath ; 'and our pwn' 
daily experience aflures us:that he is ſo; and: 
this'wicked-uſe-we are too-aptto make of: itz; 
That Þyhis {ong-Juſſering 'andiforbearance wei 
embolden our-ſelves to ſfin-the longer; and'to; 

delay our:Repentance; in-hope of longer for= - 
bearance:ftil}.. Yea, Becauſe ſentence” ap ainſt 
a8 evil 'work is not executed ſpeedily, therefore 
the heart of the ſons of men is fully ſet in'thems 
ro-do:evil, Ecclel. VIIL 11. rrftrange and 
moſt unreaſonable preſumprion:this; as thoa 
man could be the fafer;. thelonger he.abuſed 
God's Patience, 'and-turn'd'his:*Grace- into 


 wantonneſs;,-and even. dared him'to do his 


worſt. Oh:thav we. would confider howuns 
adviſedly-we:aCtifor our ſelves how ile 
conſult for- our:own ſafety / and what Fools 
weareto think we can be-ſafe, whilft-we are 
provoking God by our Sins, and by this Sm 
eſpecrally.,” of preſuming he will yer forbear 
us: longer, becauſe. he;harh; forbora/ much. 
longeralready:than wedeſerv'd. -N —_— 
7 | ering 


/s, of God:idibis farbearance 
ndimink tend ws ctOre- 
; after our hardaeſ; and 5 
4p u8t0c our ſelves weak 


ſafe« nee wg noe rk 
net are.not nt a what 
while ;-and heis i0.n0 lefs dengeribecanſe?ht 
thanks noref At; Whilſt we- tan, God's:Amns 
1s purkuing: us, and weiknow:not how: 
me will overtake us. Scamg:therefore-we 
arenever /efe.till we re we: cannotive. | 
pey.goo loony Unleſs. it-cam be too- {oor $0. | 
4 SIVA . 


i3- We cannot. 800. Wo" do; wn _ without. 


which our life can never be-comfort able. #0 vs 
ort-is the-very life: of life 3: and-a clifr 


ithout Comfort, is wore than death. And 
ealy a life, of fin is 2 life without any tous 
Comfort -at-allz and-falſe) Comfort isnoe 
worth 4 rs.4 unleſs/ic. can-/be-' wortly 
ones while: to g :1nto the Bineob 
Ll which nov + © —_ 
toodoon repent; exoepr'we 
canthink-./ic-too ſoon to: lead, nearby 
life: And that the impegitent finner\canhave' 
notcueComfort, is plain enougti-from:what 
) Was 


Fol 


 wHition;which 
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of Helwying” Repentance. Ys 
te porter 
ty5- for certaunly aft itton is al 
Eon y won raeodiieny andTknhnow 
mnotwhat-can comfort _ that obs on 
ergy f anger of peti 
tink 9; Whar?' peoers-wdabpgres - 
for Com xe eco breaſt; thar ktiows 
himſelf robe at Fumiry with bd; andiGod 
tobe incensd[avdiff hum ? Canthe findiCih 
'who walks whereever he'goes; undera 
we*dCloud of Vengeance, teady when- 
ever God gives the torr, 'to break "upot"his 
head? Can therebe-any- C te a virt ain 
looking ment ani fre 
_ A Rant ray 7 nd 
yerthis is all he hach*any' reaf6''to look 'For, 
who ſins wilfulh, after A hath received the 
kwnowledg age-of Therr#rh, ang holds on' withofgte 
ng utunce; Heb X. 26,27." Thdeed" we” fbe 
I often, That themoſt' abomminiable 'Sin- 
ners'caty fo harden therſebves' in” Sify, that 
an inſenſible' 'of their" Hanger F And 
novonly'ſo,' bur they can fled truth Pleſure; 
t60 '(ſuch/asit'is) in ſefvingtheir lufts ;*nay;, 
and whilſt rhey ary cah Harrer- themſelves 
with 'a foolifh conceit/thatalF's' well 'tnor 
þ nmr ik orc ih # 
inany"fupifying-Diſcaſe, be inſenfible 
he is'in Uh og death';* anda OR WR 
ſeep, may _ ——_ the Houſe _ | 


x7 
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pleaſure Dreams inthe midh-of his danger; 


and a Mai-man may take plealurein-his zwads 

##fs,” and yer he's as mad-as:he, thar thinks 
fach a'Plea/wre to be'a Comfort .Sucha comfort 
may anne pn Sinner have in his. wicked 
life, whilſt hjs:ſins keep him too bulie 80 think 
of his.danger;” But whenever he ſhall: begin 
ro thihk ſeriouſly, (which: ſuch a one-1s veryi 
unwilling to dog and which uawillingneſsof 
his-is a manifeſt {1gn-that/he can find nothing 
Comfortable in his preſent ſtate, elſe would-he 
be more willing to think of it); he will find | 
his pleaſare'quickly vaniſh, . Let. him appre« 
hend himſelf in'preſent danger. of dying, .and 
lethim think whither Death is about to.cony 
vey him, and what he can plead .if he ſhall be 
called to the great Judgment; and then; eyen 
his #ncertainty:of what {hall-become wen 
 orWwhat he ſhall find-in-another World; wilt 
ſoon deteQ- the vanity of all his.preſent Com 
forts. But now on the other fide, how {wee 
and pleaſant are the thoughts of tar Lage | 
ron, who hath repented uafeignedly.ot hu 

ins, and walks before God in the/wa 


his Commandments with- a perfect: heaxt! 
He lives in a conſtant friend/bip with the :Hav 
ther of mercies, and God of all conſolation; wit! 
the $/ſſed T5 u's in whom he is reconciles 
unto the” Father r. and who hath {aid _— 


% PS 3-S= 98S $3 2 0-2 B.Þ B20 SSD WES 0 Tx. 


| \ 


of delaying-Reptntafce. bg 
his Diſciples; : Te are my friends, if ye Uo whits 
Joever I command you, John XV. 14, ,Heace 
was-Abrahim called the friend of Goa, Jamull; 
23. Now faith-Chrift, 1 [ay unto you my 
friends,” Be. not afraid, Luke XE. 4, This is 
the/penitent man's comfort; he is at. peace with 
and there is no. condemnation to thenp that 
walk» not i after the fleſh , but after the ſpirit; 
Rom.-V1IIL. x; Yea, be baththis comtorta- 


_ . ble Promiſe, 4. 28. Al things work together 


for. his :good. Were there no moxe.in 1t. but 
this; That . the: Penitext is freed from. the 


fear of Eternal Puniſhment, and. that his 


Sins are forgiven ; that he is, free from the 
ſtings and ſmartings of a guilry Conſcience; 
which is now purified and. healed; certainly 
this-alone 1s {0 great a comfort; that no man 
of any. ſenſe can think he can get too ſoon wui- 
to' ſuch a,condition. Is it pet-40 Bare 

comfortable thing to,a man, that he can. go 
about his honeſt buſine/s, or lawful refreſbs,” 
ments; and quietly, afterall; betake himieK 
to-his.reft,. without, the angry. rebukes of his 
own Conſeience;; and , without any.dreadful 
apprehenſions of God's being diſpleaſed with | 
tum? Is it not very comfortable to. be confi- 


dent. of God's /ove arid favour, of his father- 


leſing, and of his ſpecial care and, provis 
?. Is it not. yery,comfortable. to, be able 


inthe P/almiſt's words Bak, LY. 8. to ſay, 
"i G | alter 
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afrer: all the. hard-labours'and troubles of the 
day: paſt, - 1 willboth lay me down ins peace, ani 
fhep; for thou, Lord,: only makeſt-me dwell in 
ety. | Let it 'thunder-and lighten, let che 


World be in tumult:and conftulion;, the Penr- 
ext s-got \into- his fafe Harbour, his ſtrong 
'Fower, his inviolable Sanctuary: .+ Let.mens 


Tongues be whetted like Swords, let the Devil 


and his ſuborned Tools bring thouſands of Ca- 
lumaies and falſe Accufations'; his-own Cor- 
ſcience {till acquits him, and his rejoycing 4s 
this, the teſtimony of his conſcience, that in ſims 
plicity and godly ſincerity he bath had his conver- 


ſation in the world, 2 Cor. 1. 12. Let dangers 


and Enemies encompaſs him round abouron 
all fides, his God:is his Protector z- and-who, 
ſaith he, ca” hurt me, if I be a follower of that 
wheh 1s good ? 1 Pet. ILL. 13+ Nothing can ſe- 
parate me- from the love of God which 46-4n 
; | my Lord, /Rom. VI. 
39; * Finally ; So long as hellives, the can-ve- 


force in hope of 'the' glory of God ;, yeaziand | 


gloryin tribulation alſo, Rom. V. 2,3. And 
when he comes. to dye, he can without 
diftyrbance take leave *of this World',.. and 
triamph/over Death; ſaying, O death !.wheye 
thy fling ? - O grave! where #« thy vidtory 
Bleſſed be Gol who. hath given- us the vith 


tbrongh Fe$uS$CHR1ST our Lord, x Cot 


XV. 55, 57- 


winds blow, *and thewaves:beat., let all-rhe 


any | 


rs 
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XV. 454, 57.. I have fought 4. good fight ; 1 
hawe finifbed my courſe, I have kept the Taith ; 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 


" righteouſneſs, 2 Tim, IV. 7, 8. Is it now 


poſhble that any one can. make too muck 
haſteto getiinto this comfortable Condition ? 
No man that conſidereth arighthis Duty, his 


 Sgfery 3, or his Comfort, can think it at any 


a £ 


time too ſoon to repent: -- 


OI 
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- 


[4 
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WE 


Hough: it can never be-too 00k for 4 
| I++ Sinner torepent of his finfulcourſe of 
life ;\yert I dare not {ay thatit can never be too 
Igte; a' man therefore cannot make tgo ituch 
haſte; "becauſe he knows not wherher-any 0- 


F% 
" 


ther time after this, will qor be too'/ate 3,-atid 
becauſe. the longer' he delays it, .the more 


cauſe he- hath ſtill to fear-thatit-will- be fo: 
Irideed every delering of this Duty is ſinful ; 

dtherefore look how long it is deZay'd; 10 
much always-in one ſenſe it is too late 3 'be- 


cauſe it was not o ſoon as it ought to have 


+been-; or -not [ſoon exongh to prevent a Sin. 
Ir bath ben already proved; that it cannot be 


done /odnty thin it is our duty to do it 5 be* 
F Gs | etuſe 
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cauſe it is otr duty a \all times, and we ought' 


always to be doing it :: and therefore, if it be 


delay " at all, we do it later than in duty 'we 
were bound to do; and'that's 7200 late" I-y 
ſpe& to God's Cominand. © Tr hath alſobeen 
proved, that it cannot be done ſooner than it 


15 oor "intereſt and' neat contery to do'it ;* be- 


cauſe we can never be ſafe, nor 'enj uy 
true, comfort till it be F=.kh, ; and rherefo 

in, if it be delay'd at all, it comes Beep 
agar we ſtood in make of it, and that's roo 
late in reſpe& to our own welfare.. God, all 
the time we de/ay it, wants his right, the ho- 
nour due'uto him ; and we all the while loſe 
much good, our ſafery and comfort ; and ſo 
in both reſpeCts'it is #00 7ate, if it be at all Z2- 
lay d.,” But now, 1t may be he #09 /are too (I 


| will not ſay in a worſe, but to us) in'a faddey | 


ſenſe ; that'is, we may drive it off ſo | 
that it will be zoo /ate to repent at all, and 
till there be neithex'time nor power left us to 
repent ;. and what will become of us then? - 
How The one may delay his Reperitance 
before it be'too late in this' ſenſe, no man li- 
ving can tell /him': And therefore whioſo'is 
e, will" not delay-his Repentance art all. 
Of this T ſhall ſay Mi afterwards 7 at' - 
ſent, I ſhall endeavour to'make us all a 
more ſenſible of the ſinfulweſs of delaying; and 


driving off our Repentatice, and the keep- 


ing 
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ing of God's: Commandments, from day to 
rol how contrary at, 1s to all Scriprare.and 
Os, 1; + 343 ; hs 
69/0 truly this delay is ſo contrary to. both 
theſe, that.it ſeems vY wonderful, how any 


pF, ROI not; be. aſbamed,. as well as afraid 
o.ſeit. There can be.npthing in the World 
mee avfes hs than. JO K.00E AE 0RFE FO Pro 
fels he believes the Goſpel, and owns the du- 


: 
5 


| FE Repeptance as neceſſary ; and to. delay 


us duty. : for this delay ſeems no. leſs than 
2, bold ry to cancel and . blot out the 
whole Goſpel. at one daſh, and to' change 
the order and method. which God hath pre- 
ſcribed for the bringing of Sinners to:Salva- 
tion, for a new one of our, own contriving. 
It ſeems, I ſay, the making of a yew Goſpel 
for our ſelves, and a new way to Bleſſednels, 
which Gad never approved of, nor allow'd. 
And is nat this as abſurd, as to {et ourfelves 


1n qur, Saviour's ſtead, and a taking upon us 


to make for our ſelves a pew and eaſter way 

to Heaven ? AT 
.; That I may not ſeem to ſay this without 
ood reaſon, let it ſeriouſly be confider'd ; 
hat. Repent ance is not only a duty, but the 
ſpecial priviledge of the Goſpel. [The good 
news which the Angels brought from Heaven ' 
was ,. Lhat God had ſent us the, Saviour , 
whom he had'in the beginning promiſed to 
| G 3 '. Sinners; 


that mgde way for' Repeptrance ;” and. rhis'is 


| tence of the Law doom'd to ae, ſhalt yer, if 
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Sinners ; and the good News that our $avi- 
No brought us, was, Fi God would for his 
fake accept of the Sinner's Repentantt, and 
Fatth in him. And this was bleed Ticiog 
indeed'toa ſinful Wor! ; told (tis true 
fore in the O/4Te * "hid ſhadow'd 
by, fe en ha Ko kuph poopie 

(0) F S S. RIST 
in 2 the New Nora if 4 
"The Law of Þmoctnee, and Covenant ' 


| Works made with Adam, allow 'd of 'o fuck 


thing as Repyutante... "All it faid was this, 
4nd live ; ao it tat, hol Dur Fare - Kd 
ay thou tateſt' thereof, thou (halt 
en. I. 17. Oe fk 'breaking Bots ef 
was death. There could * no fafe Bom 
ing to keep'it, becauſe every delay of kt 
1 it, ns a breakibg of it; for 1 i as 4 fot 
do of the Coititherr” and” thar'wis | 
death. "And it muſt be ke c from to'llf; 
for every' ceaſing to do what was commitrd- 
ed, was a not Joſh of what was coinmandet; 
and to this death was threaten'd.. No _ 
! 


AES 


rar. therefore could have place unde 
Covenant. It was the New & ovenait of 


(eG Goſpet-grace, that Sinners who have bt6- 
en God's Law, and for that are by the Ser- | 


they FO®2 , find'mercy. with God OE 
JESUS 


*S . 
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of delaying Repentante. 95x 
Jzsus:CHRkisT.: This.is the Goſpel, 
whichthe .4poſtle ſaith was preached before to 
Abraham, Gal. IH. 8. and therefore was be» 


- fore thei Law of Moſes, {o long, that it was 


firſt preach'd by God1a thatigracious Promiſe 
of the ſeed of the woman, Gen. ITL 15. 1f 
Repentace had+not been allow'd of fromthe 
firlt man's ſinning, even all along tothe com-+ 
ing of our S2vjonr' into. the: World, as well 
as after his pony ; thenhadall men, ducing \. 
that long tract of time, for about four thou- 

ſand: years, periſhed in ou fins. '- But to 

prevent this, it pleaſed God, that ſo-foon.as 
the :Law was broken, the Goſpel ſhould: be 
preach'd that men might believe, and repent, 
and be:/aved- In a moſt aſtoniſhing condef 


| cenſion to the weakneſs of Sinners, he miti- 
| garedche-rigor of the Law, and was pleas'd 


ro accept henceforward of a {iucere obedience 
£0 it,-inſtead of a'perfett fulfiling of it. Hear- 
tily a' man' mult exdeavour to.do the: whole 


wall of God ;- and whatever failings he finds 


in himſelf, -he muſt” as: heartily repext-of 
them; and believe that God for Cu'rist 
his fake, will not only forgive. him his re- 
pented failings, but alſo reward his: fincere 
Obedience with Eternal Life, - This is the 
Grace of the Goſpel ; but this admits of no de- 
lay. of our ſincere obedjence, or of our repen- 
tance : but makes it qur duty every day ſ/#- 

A cerely 


. theiGoſpel of Grace, muſt, needs-frame 20: 


96. FheSinand Daughyn |: 


zerely to. obey, 'and ' wpfeiguedly tareperti;:and} 
he handed nor\ fay-dally. fnneth-agamfd the! 
Goſpel of Grace, and he that hopeth for Sale) 
vation whilſt he thus-.daily finneth againſt: 


himſelf in'his imagination fome other: Goſped: 
eee which Chrift hath preach'd, js 
foundation _ of . his Hope. The: Goſpel. of 
Chriſt giyes no man leave to-.continueonemo»: 
ment 11 ſin and: impenitence. - It: ſhews-ats 
eafier way to Heaven than the Law did; and 
aſſures us'of pardon and ſalvation upon our 
repentance, which the Law did not : but it 
hathnor left $in to be any part of our way to 
Heaven; nor aſſured any one that delayeth to 
_ repent, 'that he ſhall ever come thither.. / «- 
' i, Our. Bleſſed Saviour came not to call'Sin- 


 ners immediately to Heaves, or to:afſure them 


bf Blefledneſs, whether they lead a life of xe 
peuthnce or no; but he came to call ſinners to | 
Fepentance, Matt. IX, x 3. and fo to:put them 
into the new way to life, which was opened 
'unto+them through-him. - His Forerunner, 
Tohnthe Baptiſt, he ſent before to prepare his 
way , by his Preaching and Baptiſm, The 
Fabſtance of whoſe Preaching. was'this, The 
kingdom of God is at hand ; repent ye, and be- 
nor ry atiegnge I.1 Fr. He preached the 
apbiſm of Repentance, for the remiſſion of ſuss, 
Y: b” And che fictt- preaching of our. Holy 


'Jgsus 


of tavern 15 af 


_ themſelves in anew. Covenant /by Beptilths 
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Jips:u.5:wes-to. the {arne purpoſe., He began 
£0: preach, and Fo fe 4)» Regent, for the Kyng aom 
Matth. IV. 17. od 
out, the Twelve tg preach, we find 
els they were ſent about, was the 
very: 12. They went out. ap. 
predched,, thine men ſhould repent. For. this 
eonllhe prea fd Chrome wrong 
of ſiws preach'd in Chriſt 's name among. 
el-Nations, Lukes XXIV. 47. . When St, Pe 
ter's Auditors were moved with his Diſcourſe 
on.the-day: of Pentecoſt, and: began tobe. in- 
4g: wh what.courſe to take for themſelves; 

thus direfts them, As I1..38. Repent and 
be baptized everyone of you, in the name of. Je> 
ſus Chriſt, for A's rem million, of ſons. Now what 
doth. all this ſignify, but that as many Sin- 
ners, as: hearing this comfortable Goſpel, he- 
lieve it, and;are thereupon willing to leave 
their farmer ſinful courle of lite, and to. bind 


to live a holy life in all fixcerity and upright 
neſs of heart , alw wayy as they fad homing 
failing, . repexting of their faults, and endea- 

youring-to: do; berter, ſhall, through the. Me- 
fits of Chriſt, in. whom they have believed, 
be pardon'd and ſaved? That therefore whiah 
the Goſpel calls, and adoiits. us to, is a fate 
of Repentance, whereinto we enter by Bapriſm. 
ow i perlgngalcragy' come to the uſe of Rea- 


ſon, 


- 
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ſon, muſt repent ;-that/ is, bid adicu to their 
old wicked way :of-life, and refolve upon @ - 
new- and. holy one, ' before' they be beptized, 
And Chriſtian Trifants by Baptiſm covenant to 
kad 'a life of reperance when they-come"to 
underſtanding.” And none are- to delay this 
wilfully,but always as they are able to under, 
ftand ha ſtate whereunto they. are called, and 
wherein they arcongaged, to make good theip 
rt of the new Covenant ;- which is to live in 
cere-obedienceto/Chrif, and always to re+ 
pent of their failings,as they are able to.diſeo- 
ver them. "Thus: he that believeth , and' is 
baptized; ſhall be: ſaved, Mar. XVI. 16. How! 
Shall he be-ſaved;though helive as long'as he 
will in his'Sins afterhe is baprized ! No; but 
if he die'after Baptiſm before any aQtual fin, 
and in'a peeps not to-commit-any' ſuch; 'he 


{hall be ſaved ; and if he do commur ſin after- 
ward, and ſpeedily repent of it, not wilfully 


continaing therein, he ſhall be ſaved : Butaf . 


| be wilfully continue in his Sins; which in 


Baptiſm he renounced, *tis no-where told him 
that he ſhall be- ſaved. " Baptiſm ſavethi ns 


| (ith the Apoſtle, 1:Per. T.'3, 21:)- But then 


he” faith too, *T'z not the putting. away of the 


filth of the fleſh, but the anſwer 'of a good Con- 
ſcience townrds God. If our Confſciences, be- 
ing. examined, * can anſwer us-truly , that 
we covenanted - fencerely ,Þ and keep cove- 


nant 


Wy 4 
, 
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fre Wie F* 'Was' it "not this we ors 
mifed, To keep God's holy will and command: 


 ththt+ ul the days of onr life # 'Was it not _ 


Charge that Chih ſt gave' Nie” Apoſtles , 

he pave them Authority" and ' ac to 
tize; Teath" them to erve all things that 

7 Vive coltimended you? Marth, XX VT: 20! 


Whit for ſone few days of their life, or fo? 
the whole remaining wes of it?” St.' Paul ſhall 


atiſiver this' Queſtion, Rom: VI. 2. Shall'we 


(faith he)" that are dead to fin; live any longer 
therein? "What means he by ſaying, *We'are 
dead to'fim?” Is it not, that we'are by-out 
Baptiſm ge to' hve in Sin no+longer? 
Kyow ye vor faith he again )' chat \fo many 
of Wp4 'were baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, weye 

HEH into bis rg *. v2.” AndwhatwM 

follow thence” ?* This is that-which he tells 
wa *. 4. Therefore we ave biiried with himby 
Far if url aeath ; that "as Chriſt" was raiſel 
from the deat by the glory of the Father, even 
fo we "alſo ſhbild walk in newnefs of life. © And 
then the adds, wv. 6. Our old man is crucified 
nith bim, that the body of fin mi: ht be deſtroy a, 
as that 
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that henceforthwe ſhawld not ſerve fin. Henge- 

forth we-are zot tales ſis reign in our mortal. 
bodies, that we ſhould mT, it in the luſts thereof, 
Neither to: ne our members, as inſtruments.of 
is neſs unt of; but to yield onr Jelves. 
eto God, | 4s thoſe that are alive from the dead, 
8nd our 4 As iufieunen's of righteouſneſs. 
wato God, v.12, 13... Heneeforth then. that. 


is,” from the time t at weare. called t0.repen-. 


raxce. by. the. Goſpel, , and are. baptized into. 
Chriſt, we are to eada life (as St. Paul ſaith, 


Eph. IV..1.) worthy af the vocation herewith 


we are call'd : and that's a life of ſincere Obedi-. 
ence, and unfeigued Repentance. , To fin at. 
all, is a; tran{grefſion of. the Law, and that's. 
mortal in it (elf; but that the Goſpe/ comes, 
into our ſuccour : Ing gives.us the privilege of 


Repentance,, It q en we delay, our Repentance, 
io gracioull indulged unto us, we ſin againſt 
the mercy of the Goſpel as well as gong the 
fa hteouſneſs of the Law; we. rejet} our Par- 


will neſs to. comply with the Terms on. 
ee offer'd = and if we be ſick -un- 
to death, and wall not in. time. apply. the oz 
remedy. provided for us .4n our RHECREE 
WEN 'cale, what can. we cope oY 
to yet and what. pity. can we Ferre If 


We od 


z 
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moſt lovingly tender 'd unto. us, .by our . 
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KK tod" thany are apt enough'to en-. 
courage th 


emſelves, to hold out ſtill Tonger 
"alt Calls and Invitations to a pry 
Repentanee, er rm deceitful ground 
imaginable : uſe they read'in the Pro-. 
phiet,” Ezek. XVIIT. 27. When the wicked ma 
rarneth away from his wickedneſs that he bath 
committed, and doth that which s lawful aud 
right, he ſpall ſave his ſoul alive. And hecauſe 
many have lived a long titne very wickedly, 
and yet have been converted at length, and 
accepred of God upon their converſion and ve- 
pehtante; they are apt to think it no ſuch ill 
thing; as they are told it is, to de/ay their Re- 
pentance a-while longer ; and therefore ven- 
ture on it, in hopes they may* be accepted 


| hereafter, as well as others have- been. 


' "Now for met! to flatter themſelves thus 
upon ſo very ſlender grounds, is ſo very fooliſh 
a*thing, that one who corifiders not how 
much *the love men have to Sin;,'is become 
too hard ' for their reaſon to anfwer , how 
weakly 'ſoever it plead for it ſelf; would ex- 
ceedingly wonder how any reaſonable crea- 
thre ſhould be guilty of it. Tr is indeed very 
true (ard God's Holy Name be for ever 
Bleffed 'for' it ) that God will accept of the 
true” Repentance of great Sinners, who bave 
lain long in their Sins without Repentance ; 
«nd'thisis a good reaſon why one that hath | 
| continued 


"that noman who hath been long an Jwpens- 
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contigued , long., in. Sing, ſhould,got deſpair ; 
but if, he, yet. t,, he may hope 

Saved; Bur is it _—_ good: a zeaſoa 
why heſhould drlzy his Repent ance, 1n-hopes 
to Repent hercafter? I have not yet ſaid, 


tent Sinner, can never Repent, or not 
be pardon'd. if he Repet ; though 1. ama | 
doubt, whether or no Sinner. that Repeats 
not till. he come to diey can.have a 
upon ſo late a Repentance, Bur. that which] 
have ſaid is this, I hat;all delay of Repentanceis 
exceedingly. ſinful ;- and. therefore nothing 
ought. ro be pleaded. tor.it.; no man ſhould 
dare $0. encourage himſelf; in it. _.It is a Sin | 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, which is the only 
oundation Sianers have to-raiſe their hope of 
Salvation upon? ?Tis,;Iithink, be yond, all di- 
ſpute,. that though the Goſpel of Chrif aſlure 
Salvation to:the 'Penitent , yet it; hath, not 
aflured Repeptance to him. who delazerh it. Tt 
calleth Sinners to.Repertence without excepti- 
on, whether, they have been ſo a longer ora 
ſhorter time, and promiſerh acceptance; but 
doth /it. allow _ to: take what 'time they 
pleaſe for-it, after they are: called ?, Doth-it 
tell them, that they may ſately {tay as long'ss 
they have a mind to Sin, and.yet Repeat at 
laſt? Neither: Ezekie/;nor any Other Prophet, 
ao.nor Ap:ftley hath left us one ' ſyllable on ans 
oly 
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* 


' NO Seriptur 
1a Sin, before he: Repee,- or to take what:day 
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' Repentance, imagining that to 'Repent affey- 
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Scriprure' to encourage Delay tho 
map left much to enconrage' him thac yu 
= long delay'd to Repent. | tka former 


xyere to encourage men'to- Sin.” [To dothe 


Tater, is to encourage them-to give:over Sin- 


ning,' though it be late.':/The former were'to 


allow men to Sin that Grace: may' a 
which the 4poſtle abhors,: Row. VL'3: The 


dater;jis but to dehort-men fromcontinuing in 
Sin through deſpair of 'Mercy. - In ſhort, 


though an old Sinner may Repert,- yet was it 


his\Sin to ſtay till he was old ; and he hath 
that Sin, as wal asSothers, to Repent 'of; and 
e-encourageth him to-grow- Older 


be pleaſeth for it before his Death, or to.hope 
he ſhall ever Repeyxt at-allif he do'it not ow: 
We are call d-immediately'to-put off the old 
man, und to put on'thenew, EphiIV. 24:1 
need-ſay no more, but thathe who: delays: his 


wards will be enough, : mult needs: accountain 
Hol 1life a needleſs thing; as though :rhar 
were: not the -principab thing/ that"God re- 
quires, but” it would wfatisfie him ita: man 
adied'well, how ill ſoeverihe chad Jived'; when 
on the - contrary., God -hath--ofren” 'Com- 
manded usito {we welaod indeedall his Com- 


mands-areito that: ;- but hath:never 
commanded: us'to die well; and reafortpood;; 
Ks for 
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for there is no other way to die well, but to 
live well; and as little danger that he who 
tives well; ſhould'not die well Alas ! Tb 
what purpoſe was agreat part of: the Scyip- 
zure'written z containing ſo many rules of 
Holy living, if one may delay to live holily as 


as he will? Had it not been enough to 
have told us thus : Tos that are Sinners muſt. 


be ſure one time 'or other to Repent that you | 


have been ſo. Though it be your duty to /zve 


_ an holy life, yer you need not make all the 
hafte you can 'to do it ; only you muſt take 
heed of this, That you die not before you have 
Repented chat you have lived wickedly. 'A 
man that underſtands any thing of God,- or of 
the Goſpel of ' Chriſt, would: tremble to hear 
ſuch a io this put upon it; and yet no: 
better doth- he uſe it, that delays his Repeis 
tancein hopes of m__—_ time enough. heres. 
after. And yet al a, would the Goſpel 


bear ſuch a ſenſe as this, it would not excufe'' 


the: del«ying Sinner's/either S;z or Folly : 'For! 
_ he 4 oro that a late Repentance would: 
to ven» 


yet * cannot be-ſare; that he 
Gall in Jing cog 
never {0 Shibe fobliſb thing 
ture al] rure al] uponan unterrainty ;"Andebough he 
of- this; yet would it (till ſhew 
ti gra baſenſs of oy and the meaneſt: 
enſeof God; and of all choſe A of 
Duty 


hto Repent, if he delay it 
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any one 
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ings; and Tool =, at me NE ; 
'be gurty. of it... I know; we are: all 
witty Eaong  inyent excuſes for our folly; 
brra s for. aur Nakgdneſs, and 
ing. or. $6 we havealways at hand 
Ss Qur Whigs and vileneſs.. But wears 
notithe leſs fools tor being {0 wiſe as. to deceive 
GRRres; and when we once have the wit 
er what we do, we. ſhall be aſhamed 
When we have ſaid all we..can for our 

Che our Conſciences ( ifever they awake 
wall tell us, that we have no regard either &) 
the dgnity of our own Nature, as Weare men; 
norto the good of others, as we are Neighbour, 
ad Brethren, nor to the £ Honor ge zahs 
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we are hisrational creatures, whilſt: we. Relay ? 
our. .repe Renee; but” that all. our delight” 
aft s k- 


live like and all that we value 1s cart | 
and wile; and all our.care is how-to feed :qur 


"Swiniſhtuſts,.and to humour corruption ; icy | 


can a.man perceive this ta behis own FSECONEE 
and not be a/bamed of himſelf; ? Yea, Can, an ! 
one: chaſe. but. ſec, that what. he doth mw 


Goa, as it.15 oye reproachful. to himſelf? 
Inthefirſft p e; How: ſhall a man be 
to Pardon a eſa -for (aca, ſo. baſely wat 
part of his life, 
nefit of: 1ts Reg/02; but” 
to.callave. it. to the Tyranny of the Fleſh? 
Howſhalt he be reconciled to himſelf for dif-* 
honouring his own zatwre,. and eſteeming of 
it {o- vulely,, as tho it had ng, de? A 
above that bf the meaneſt. Animals:? All the 

while that we,de/ay our Repentance, We chuſe 
for our ſelves, a condition /below:'+the' w 
condition that any of hem can-be in, 4 ſtate” 
of Sin, and Eamity with God ; wherein not. 
rhe vileſt of them ever are or can be. How 
{ealible are we in the mean time, of the Dzg- 
zity of. our Nature, 'as we are Men ? How 
can we chuſe but bluſh to continue any time, 
ſo very-ualiketothat which God at firſt made . 
Mantobe? We cannot chuſe but know what 
fichy-. leprous creatures ſin hath made us : 


And 


-liriefs? Doth not 


x 


and for uncteanneſs, wherein the fouleft fins 
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[' "And why are we innomore haſte to be clean- 


made whole ? Why are we no more 


"ambitious 'ro retrieve the Hombur and Glory 


ck by fin we have loſt? When God hims 


RIF to Thew the value of our Humane Ne- 


ture, was plead ro ſend his own Eternal Sor 
to take it upon; himſelf ;-and he who was 
ever God, was not aſhamedto be found infu- 
{biont us 4 ant , what a baſeneſs is it'in us, to 
defile that fame Natwre in the drudgeries 'of 
ſim, which God"thoughe ndt unworthy of a _ 


- ' Perſonal Union with the Divine Nature in his 


only -begorren Sbn? | What's' the 'reaſdn we 


[ſhould delay to have: Chriſt formed in'us; to * 
be made Pa 


kergof a Divine Nature in Ho- 
| Godin J x $u's Chriſt moft 
praciouſly” invite us to this high” honour? 

ath hEnot open'd unto us 'a fountain for (if 


: 


her may waſh freely; and beconie as white as 
now ? "What a vile degerieracy is this thar we 
areſ{unk into, That weſhould fall fo deeply 


_ In"loye with our own diſhonour, as to be 


lach'to, part with it # We love our Sitkurſ3 
tore than our Health ; our Filthinefs, more 
than Purity; our Weakneſs; more than 
Strexpth ; our Deformity, mote than Beauts j 
our Chatns of Slavery to the Devil; more tlatt 
the Liberty of the Children of God: Wehad 
tather obey our Paſſions than ut Reaſon; _ 

H' 2 ve 
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- . of Chriſt, and Children of 
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live like Beaſtsthan like Men; be Earrhly than 
Heavenly, Carnal than Spiritual, like Devils 
than like Angels, yea, than like God..." What 
elſe can, bethe reaſon . why we ſhould delay 


: 4 


one minute to, keep God's Commandments? 


4 


- Do not.they. all viſibly tend to our Health, 


and our Hozour, and our Happineſs? Is it not 
thedeſlign.of them all to make us Wiſe and 
Good, and every . way perfect in our Nature, 
and like,unto God 1n Halines; the Brethren 
ft, Al od, and Heirs"to 
the glorious [zherztance of the Saints in 
Light? Why then make we no more haſte 
to keep them, and to enter into this moſt Ho- 
xourable and Bleſſed Condition? Can it befor 
any. other reaſon, but that we love to be as we 
are ;.and take more pleaſure 1n our! wretched 
Slavery, and loathſom Corruption, than, in all 
that Bleſſedzeſs and Glory which God fo free- 
ly offers to reſtore us to? And truly if we be 
thus madly in love with our own Shame and 


Wretchedneſs, it muſt needs be very juſt with 


God to leave us in them, and neyer ance 
more to make us thoſe tenders of Mercy, 
which we cannot yet find in our hearts'to 
thank him for, or to count worth our accep- 
tance., Suppoſe a very poor beggar were ve- 
ry kindly invited by ſome extraordinary cha» 
ritable Perſon of a great. Eſtate, to throw 
away his naſty Rags, and to accept ofa Rich 

| Sul 
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Suit inſtead of them; and to leave off his 
wandring Trade, and come and live in-his 


' Family; with a farther Promiſe and Afſu- 


rance, That he ſhould be Heir'to a goodly 
Inheritance ; and the Beggar ſhould give 
him no other 'anſ{wer but this; -T thank you, 
Sir, with all my heart, axd Inill do as you would 
have me; but I will take my own time for it : 
T love theſe Rags exceedingly, and I cannot part 
with them yet ; and I amo accuſteomd towander, 
that I cannot yet endure to be confin'd, tho it 


. were to a Palace: eh ve time or other I will - 


accept . four kindneſs ; when theſe Rags will 
me 0 longer, andwhen I am ſoold or 

lame, that I can wander no more, I will come to 
your hauſe, and expet to have your'good Appa- 
rel andeEftate. Or ſuppole ſome leprous crea- 
ture ſhould meet with a charitable Phyſician, 
who ſhould very kindly deſire him to accept 
of his help, promiſing perfe&tly to curehim; 
and this filthy wretch ſhould reply, Szr, I ves 
ry heartily and thankfully accept of your kind- 
neſs, and am reſolved to make uſe of it whenever 
T think fit ; but I have agreat mind to beleprous 
a while longer ;, it's ſo pleaſing a thing to feratch 
this foul skin of mine, that I cannot endure to 
think of being well juſt now, but whenever T 
ſball grow weary of this filthy diſeafe, at leaſt, 
when 1 am almoſt kill dwith it, and afraid todye, 
T will call for you, and you ſhall heal me. T think 
| H 3 there's 
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there's no'body that would ſay ſuch perſons | 
deſerv'd to have ſuch kindnefles offer'd them | 
any more; but that they'were right ſery'dz/if 


they were left to periſh|by their owa baſe fol. F. 


ly. How then ſhall we think -our' Bleſſed 
J z s uv s, who hath tendred, us greater kind- 
neſſes than theſe, in our far greater neceſſities, 
will reſent our Baſenefſs in Delaying to accept - 
of his Love, whilſt we have as little to plead - 
for our . Delay, as theſe Wretches had 2 Ine 


deed- we need not gueſs at this ; for himſelf 3 


hath told us, in the Parable of the' Feaft, - 
Luke NIV. *Tis God himlelt that 1s repre- 
ſented there by the certain my that made a 
great ſupper, and bade many ; "tis he, I fay, 
that gracioully condeſcends to bid ſinners toa | 
Feaſt of fat things; 'but alas! one ,hath a 

piece of ground to.go fee, and another hath his 
Qxes to prove, and anothcr hath a zew-marri- 
ed Wife to cheriſh ; and for theſe reaſons they 
Eannot come when *they are bidden: Well, 
they may ſtay away then for ever; for {6 
{aith God, v. 24. Nome of thoſe men that were 


(hidden, ſhall taſte of my ſupper. If we will be 


ſa baſe as to delight in tilthineſs, why ſhould 
not God with ' Indignation ſay, Let chem be 
filthy fill? | 
' Secondly, Whoſoeyer delayeth his Repen- 


' tanfe," behaveth himſelf as balely in reference 


to'others, as to himlelf ;and {hews very plain- 
$8.*<65 io ; | | | ' | , iy, 
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dy,\/That he cares not what becomes of the 
whole. World, ſo he might; be left freely to 
enj9y-hisfins, without any. diſtuebance., Can 


|. any manthat profeſſerh Religion, be ignorant, 


\That. it-is the breaking of. God's Command- 


meats, that. an. 4 upon the world of man- 


kind;zall the-evils it at, anytime laboureth 
under & All -the. Troables and. Diſturbances 
which-men: have.one from anothgry and all 
the terrible» Fudemerts of God, which light 


Y \upon-whole Kingdoms, Towns, and Families, 
.areowing to mens. continuance in their fins, 
and delsying their Repentance. He's not . only 


too great a ſtranger tothe, Word of God, but 
a.manof very little experience or oblervation, 


.that underſtands not this. And truly he that 
underſtands it, and delayeth his Repentance, 


declareth himſelf thereby too baſe to make a 
Member of Humane Society ; and the world 
may well be both aſhamed and afraid.to attord 
him entertainment any longer. 'The very Rab- 
ble-could hardly be too much enraged, or vent 
ts fury too-freely, on ſo unnatural a wretch, 
as chuſeth rather to continue one of them, for 
whom, and by whom, a Natzoz is 1n continual 
danger of being deſtroy'd, than to be one of 
thoſe few Righteous Perſons, for whoſe ſake 
God often ſpareth a very wicked Generation, 
Would we not account. that man one of the 
worlt-natur'd men in the world, and fit to be 
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trampled down to dirt-by all that-miet him, 
who ſhould 'be 4o-malighantly bent 
the welfare of mankind, and bearſucha' ſpite! 


againſt-allmen, that, rather than the: work: | 


ſhould want:{ome-noiſom YVermine; 
fonous Creatures to moleſtand hurt it, walks: 


be content himſelf 'to be turn'd-into-a verio-: '| | 
mous Togd or Viper? And yet, when wewell- | 


conſidefthings, how much worſe thameither 
_ of. theſe, and how much more miſchievousin 


all kinds, i is that man, who: delayeth his Res: 1 


pentance, and by his wilful continuance#lin!! : 
ſin, not only diſordereth» the worlds, :and- 
jnakes it a very uneaſie arid dangerous: placo: 
tolive in, but provokes God daily/\to pou#: 
down Fire from Heaven on the Neighbours: 


hood wherein he is ſuffer'd to live and do wics/ Þ}F- 


kedly ©, What Puniſhment could be too 'great 
for that man, who being ſick of the Plague, 
and aſſured of his Cure, if: he would tay 
withindoors, and be ordered by his Phyſician, 
will not hearket to any Advice, in orderto his 
Health, unleſs he may be allowed firſt torun 
abroad to and fro, infeCtingall the Countrey; 
as far as his ſtrength will carry him? And 
how much worſe than this,'doth he who will 
not accept of the cure of his ſins, till he have 
had time enough tofulfil all his luſts, and'to- 
corrupt all his Neighbours, add'make all a 
bout Hue; as mueh as in him lieth, fir ob- 
jects 
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hath/to:the good of mankind; that rather than 
want'the vile Pleaſures of Sin,' as long as he 
isable to ſerve his Luſts, he is'reſolv*d never 
to 'regard'\what Evils any number of men fall 


'I ; ' under} andiendure. And whit greater baſe- 


»þfs of. mind and temper canthere bein any 


' + one, "than this? » 
* r:Yes, / Laſtly, "The delaying Sinner 1s' come 


to: degree of baſereſs:far exceeding all that 
hath yer been ſaid of him. For by his delay- 


_ ing'to keep God's Commandments, he declares, 
- that hethath as little ſenſe of God's Hozonr, 
_ and'of '/his/own manifold Obligations to God , 


as'of his: own"primitive Dzgnity, or of the 
World's Happineſs. To delay our Repent ance, 
after that 'God hath been graciouſly pleaſed, 


in thegreateſt wonder of mercy, by his only 


beloved Sox to'call us to it ; and by him to 
open unto us a new Door to Salvation, after 
that Sin had wall'd up the old one againſt us; 
what leſs can this be, than, as they are ſaid 
to do'1n the Parable, Matth. XXI1L. 5. to ſet 
light by the Goſpel of Peace? What is it, but 
to {light all God's gracious tenders of Peace 
and Reconciliation, as things we think as yet 
needleſs, and not at all to be valued? To 
pult at the goodzeſs, and loving Invitations of 
God, and to turn ſcornfully away from his 

-Y _ abs Call,” 
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Call, whilſt he beſeecheth,us to re:urn unto | 
him, and be ſaved: one of us preferring his 
Farm, another his Merchanaz/e before: the 
Kjngdom of God? We cannot but be ſenſible | 
how great a baſereſs it. is to deal, :as delaying |} 
Sinners do, with Almighty God, : when/ we 
ſhall-have well conſfider'd the.condition where» | 


in his Mercy overtakes'us. We! canfiot- but | - 


confeſs} that as his Creatures,. we are natw- | 
rally obliged to be entirely obedient to: his | 


Will in all things : and that as Smzners, 'who | 
have diſobey'd his will, he may juftly-punifh | 


us as he pleaſeth. And we know, that for [1 


Sin we all lie under the curſe of Death, and } 


"tis juſtice in God to execute the Sentence 
of Death upon us at any time, when che 
thinks it fit. But inſtead of doing, he is 
pleaſed in much goodnels to offer us a Pardon, 
and that upon ſuch terms, as had all been left 
to our own choice, we our ſelves could not 
reaſonably have deſired eafter ;., though» one 
would think no terms of Sa/vation ſhould 
{cem hard to thoſe who were under a-condem- 
zation to Eternal Torments. -All that our 
o00d God requireth of us, is but-to repent of 
our fins, and to come in at the hearing of his 
gracious Proclamation, and to' {ſubmit our 
ſelves to the Government: of that Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, Whoin his love hath provided for us ; 
and to conclude qur ſelves ſafe, whilſt we 
| | continue 
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continue under tis Conduct. - And this is it. 
that the delaying Sinner thinks it not yet time 


F- 10: accept of..*...Now if any of us. be of this 


mind, 'pray let us well conſider, what it'is 
that we do. Our offended God is willing not 
only to pardon us, and rid vs of the fear and 
er of Eternal Miſery ; but alſo to reward 


'us with Eternal Blefſedneſs, on condition that 


we will come 1n at his Call, and take the eaſe 


- Yoak, and light Burthen of ]J£sus CnnrisrT 
..upon us; but we will not yet. Is not this 


n as much as to ſay thus unto God — Good 
God be content, and have patience a-while loy- 


ger, there's no ſuch haſte. Thou mayſt be ſure 


we have no mind to periſh, and therefore need'ſt 
aot to-queſtion it; but one time or other, before 
we die, we will come and accept of thy kindneſs. 
Be not then ſo. haſty with us, but let us alone 
a-while tomind our own buſineſs that we have ſet 
our ſelves to do ; and think it time enough if 
we hearken to thy Call, when we ſhall be a lit« 
tle more at leiſure. The World calls us, and our 
Luſts call :ts, and we cannot do all things at ozce ; 
theſe muſt be [erv'd inthe firſt place ; and when 
we have done what we can for thers, we will ſerve 
thee. Let vs now conſider, what we would 
think of thole men, whom we ſhould over- 
hear uttering ſuch words as theſe to God with 
their mouth. And then conſider again, whe- 
ther this muſt noe be the ſecret Language 
O 
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+ of every one's heart that wilfully delay-, 
eth to repent, and keep God's Command-. 
ments. 1 know there may be many Caules of, 
mens putting off, and neglecting their duty: 
to God. Some of us are either {0 ignorant; 
or{d regardleſs of God, and of all things that, 
ſhall be after this life, that they never think to, 
any purpoſe, or ſeriouſly, and concernedly, of. 
any ſuch thing : and we muſt needs confeſs 
this to be a moſt horrid 42diznity offer'd to, 
God, as well as a moſt ſtupid ſexſeleſneſs of 
our own good or evil. Some may have; 
tooliſhly perſwaded themſelves, either that. 
Repentance 1s a far lighter thing, than really, 
it 1s; or that there 1s no ſuch zndiſpenſable 
neceſſity of it as is pretended : and how can; | 
we excuſe ſuch as theſe for the affront they 
put upon God, in not believing his Word; 
or in taking fo little pains to underſtand it ? 
But whatever Cauſes may be afſign'd why 
ſome men repent not, this 1s certain, "That 
whoſoever is convinced that Repert ance 18 a 
duty , without which he cannot be ſaved, 
nor God honour'd by him, and yet delayeth it ; 
delayeth it for this reaſon, that he is in love 
with ſome fin or other, which he is not yet 
willing to part with ; the love) whereof 15 
greater in him, than.his love of God, and 
bears it down. Otherwiſe his love to God 
would conftrain him to make as much haſte 
to 


oro >< ey we <= 5 


ww O05" Pies ens of © ( wo wv © 


of delaying Repentance. 117 


to/ſerve and honour him , as his love to fin 
now doth to diſobey and d:ſbozour him. How 


long hath God already waited to be gracious ? 


How much patience hath he had already to 


ſe himſelf diſhonour'd by us? How many 


calls' and warnings hath he already given 
us to'repent? What then do we in purting 
off our Repentance yet longer , but, in et- 
fe& bid him ftay a little. longer .yet; as 
though 'we thought him bound to wait our 
leiſure, and obſerve our time, and not our 
ſelves to obſerve his ? Yea, what is this, but, 
as St. Paul ſaith, Rom. Il. 4. To deſpiſe the 
riches of his goodneſs, and forbearance ," and 


 long-ſuffering , not knowing ( or not conſider- 


ing). that the goodneſs of God leadeth 1s to re- 
pentance? God calls upon us in good earneſt, 


10 great compaſſion, in much patzence and /ong- 


ſuffering; and all this purely tor our own Eter- 
nal Welfare. All day long (faith he) have FT 
ſtretched out my hand unto a diſobedient and 
gain-ſaying-people, Rom. X. 21. Ia, LXV. 2. 
And what faith the delaying Sinner to all this, 
when he is told of it ? 1 hear you (faith he) 
but let him ſtay a-while longer, no haſte yet, I 
have ſomething elſe to do firfk. Why? What 
is 1t that ſhould hinder us from making what 
haſte we can to be happy, in hearkning to 
{o good and gracious. a God and Father ? 
Why not now, as wel as hereafter? Tam 
yet 
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yet too young, ſaith the young Sinner ; *tis yer 


but the time'of bloſſoming withme ; let me 
fourth a-while.in the days of my vanity ; ;"to 
think too much of God, and the orher World, | 
of Death: and Judgment', would make 1 
Flower fade too "4 and blaſt all my you out, | 
ful delights ; to be religious fo ſoon, is to'be 
old before my time ; would you have me'turn 
my Spring into Autumn ? Tt will bear Fevit 
to God, when Fruit-time comes. I am too 
buſie yet (faith the man of full-growth ) my 
ftrength is bur juſt come, and fits me for 
man-like* Exerciſes, and the buſineſs of the 
World : Theſe are the things it now becomes 
men of my ftrength and vigour to be wholly | 
employ'd in. I muſt not yet unfit my ſelf 
for the management of worldly Afﬀairs, by | 
entertaining the melancholly 'Fhoughts*of 
py paring my felf ro go out of. the World; 
hat Trade can a man drive on thrivingly 
in this World, if he make his Conſcience too | 
ſoon tender and delicate? My head is'yet 
too full of Cares (faith the ol Sinner ) \and_ 
I muſt not neglect the pre reſent opportunity of 
making all ſure ,to Poſterity, ſeeing I have 


' one foot already in the Grave: . So foon as I 


have ſet all ſtraight for this World, which I 
now make hafte to do, I will think of the 
next. O how wiſe and provident are we all 


for this World, and for our Eufts } Let us ſes 
rioully 


*' 


ſures, and worldly buſineſs too ; we may come to 
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rioufly conſider now, what's the plain Eng- 
liſh: of allthis :* Are we not afraid, left God 
ſhould underſtand it? And yet underſtand it 
hedoth, much'better than we. God is greater 
#han onr hearts, and knoweth all things, 1 John 
TH. 20. He knoweth very well, that the 


-meaning of all we can fay for our delaying to 
. keep his Commandments is this, with what 


fine words ſodever we would cover it.” We will 
give the Firſt-fruits, and every choice part of 
our time, bur health, our ſtrength, our wealth, 


' Ohir parts, and all we have, to Sin and Satan; 
aid the wile and refuſe, and what we cannot tell 


how otherwiſe to diſpoſe of, we will give toGod, 
who gave us all things. Whatſoever good thing 
he hath beſtow'd upon us, we will ſpend as much 
of it as we can upon his Enemies; and then 
throw him back their leavings. We are reſolved 
to have our own will, and to do our own pleaſure 
whilſt we' are able, and when we know not how 
to take onr pleaſure in any thing, ”% will do what 
we can to pleaſe God, We will do, and ſubmit 
to his Will, when we can n6 longer do what we 
would our ſelves. It's enough to beſtow that 
upon God, which is good for; nothing elſe, or 


whereof we can make no other uſe. We may 


Come, ere we die, to be deprived of all the de- 


lightful things which this World affords ; we 
may come to be old, and paſt all youthful plea- 


be 
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. be ſick, and cannot rellijh any longer what before 
we loved ;" and then. will.it he time enough to 
ſerve God. We. reſolve to part with all our 
fins at laſt for God's ſake, but, we cannot en- 
dure to do it ſo ſoon ; that is, in truth we can- 
nat endure to part with them at all ; and will 
never do jt for his ſake, nor at all, as long t 
we can keep them. We perfetly hate God's Se: 

wice, and are reſolved to keep out of it as long ut 
we can, or dare : in plain terms, we will never 
ſerve him, if we can help it ; and when we talk 
of reſolving to ſerve him hereafter, we can mean 
210 more but this ; We are reſolved to keep out "of 
his ſervice as long as ever we can, and to ventare 
As => as ever we dare inthe way to death. Now 
when we conſider, what God is: in himſelf; 
and what he hath always been, and would be 
to us; I think it may be ſafely. concluded} 
that there cannot be imagined any higher des 
gree of baſeneſs, whereof 'tis noſlible for man 
to be. guilty, than this amounts to... And 
therefore nothing can be more od:ows and pro 
voking to Almighty God, than this foul Sinzof 
delaying our Repentance: - SAI 


- 
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$:+8-C:T: IV: :; 
"The Firſt Danger of Delayiny; 


"Am ſenſible how hard a thing it is t6 

.. make one who /oves his fin; to ſee the 
baſene/s of it. If he be young, it's hard to 
bring him to that degree of ſerine as 1s 
needful to ſuch a thorough conſideration; as 
muſt make him underſtand it : and if he be 
ald; long cuſtom hath harderd him in it; arid 
taken away the /enſe of baſeneſs. Buthe that 
is grown. £00 impudent to be aſhamed; rhay 
poſſibly be made afraid ; and an apprehenſion 
of danger may move him that hath loſt the 
fe +. of Beſenels Let us therefore now, corn- 
ſider the great Le we are in by delaying 
our Repentance, and the keeping of God's Coms 
mandments ;; and we ſhall find it to be no leſs; 


than that of perifſbing ary: We muſt 
c 


repenit before we die, or at death we ſink into 
Eternal Miſery ;. and therefore *tis certain; 
that ſeeing none of us knoweth how ſoon he 
tnuſt die, every delay of our Repentaticez 
which muſt be before we die; or never; is 
extremely dangerow. We ſay, we are #eſol- 
ved tO repent ; and it behoves us to do mot 
than #e/olve upon it ; a without aey 
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how fully ſoever we re/olve to do it, we muſt 
periſp for ever. - When' therefore will we re- - 
pent, that we may be out of danger ? Not 
yet, butſometime hereafter. Well, but now 
conſider 1t in earneft ; Is there nota great deal 
of danger in driving it off till hereafter ? Run 
we not a,great hazard in doing ſo? ;All we 
can hope for, and all that, we can fear, our 
attaining'to the oze, our eſcaping the- other, 
hn mes .upon our attyal Repentance ; and 
willwe yet venture all. upon hereafter ? Sup- 
pole That Hereefter never come, but we die 
before;. then farewell to all poſſibility of Re- 
pentance and Salvation too. Suppolt we live 
till Hereafter, but be then as unwilling tare- 
.pent.as we are now ; then ſhall we be'no bet- 
ter, but much worlc than we are, now ; and 
in more. daxger of dying in our mpenitentt, 
and\of Periſbing. * Suppole we ſhall hereafter 
have ſome kind of. willingneſs to repent, but 
ſhall not be able torepent ſo, asthat God will 
accept -of our Repentance ; then is there no 
remedy, but we are undone forever. Here 
then hlieth the danger of delaying till hereafter. 
We know -not whether we ſhall have an here- 
after or.220 to repent in; we know not; if we 
have an hereafter, whether we ſhall repent in it 
or 0 : We know not, if we ſhall in ſome ſort 
- repent: hereafter, whether our Repentance then 
will be accepted, and do us any po0d, or wont. 
| How 
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How dengerows then mult it be. to puit.it off 
till hereafter\- pO a Þ. tha. 

"What aſſurance 'can aty of us have, that we 
ſhall have an hereafter to repent-in ? How 
know we, that we ſhall notdie before ? God 


hath not aſſured us of any. ſuch thing, and 


Mascannot ; on what then do we: build our 
hopes -of living tofany time. hereafter ? We 
are well aſſured,” That #-#-.appointed for. all 
enen once to die, and after that, the judgment; 
Heb: IX. 25. We-are wellaflured; that ex- 
cept 'me-epent, -we ſhall all periſh, and die the 
ſrrond death ;''and go into. everlaſting puniſh» 
ment But who hath afſured'us, that we ſhall 
have any time at-all, after. this that now is; 
to'repent'an ?-And. if we be not afſured. of 
this} what catrit be:co putoff. chat which muſt 
be done before we die, to another day, which 
we-have no aſſurance at all that we ſhall ve 
toſee, buta raſh hazarding of our Souls to all 
Eternity ? "What is our lite'?.. St. James hath 
rold'us, and -we all knowat j Tt zs even 4 vas 
pour, that appeareth for a little time, and then 
wvarifbeth $449 Jam. IV: #4.: \;And thenee 
that Apoſtle - very rationally diſſuades men 
from the great folly of confidently reſolving, 
any otherwiſe: than conditionally, to.do any 
thing hereafter;; Whereas ye know not what 
ſhall be on the morrow + How faoliſha thing is 
it to ſay, to morrow we will do this or that ? 
JIG | I 2 f 
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Te ought to ſay; if the Lord will, we ſhall live, 
and do this of that, V. 15. When we fay, 
we will repent to morrow.z. do we know 
whether we {haltbealive or dead to morrow? 
If: we do. not,. what can we mean by fay- 
ing {o, but this ;, That if we live, we will 
repent to  motrow'? And are we content 
then to be damned if Wwe die to night ? 
If not, why are we ſo mad as to put it to 
the venture? Boaſt not thy. [elf of to morrow, 
for thou knowe ft uot what a day may bring forth, 
faith the wiſe man, Prov. XXVII. 1. Alas! 
a- day, an hour, the leaſt moment of ti 
may lay the ſtrongeſt and moſt. confident © 
us all upon our backs in the duſt ; and why 
are we confident we ſhall repeat co morrow, 
| when we know 1o little-what-changes one 
ſingle minute may produce? Is it poſſible 
that any. of us,/ whillt we {ce ſo many every 
day dropping down into the grave round a» 
bout us, . ſhould: need a Monitor to mind 
him, that this life isa very tickliſh thing to 
traſt to? What though we be young, and /uſty, 
and para ? Were not ſome of them ſo 
too; who died the other day; - and thought 
they-not themſelves as likely to live as any of 
us can be ?. All their confidence is ſwallowed 
vpof Death in amoment.; andT am ſure we 
are all of us ſo many days the nearer to Death, 
as-we have” out-lived them. How _ 
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hundreds yearly die in the heat and wanton- 
neſs of their youthful blood ? How many in 
the very fulneſs of frenythand vigour ? How 
many 1a the very throng,of their worldly b»ſi- 
neſs, and whilſt they ate as buſy asthe Bee in 
gathering for old age? How many in the 
midſt of their miril and jollity, yea, in the 
very atts of Sin, in, their drunkenneſs and 


. g/uttony, their fornication and» adultery, their 


theft and robbery, their anger and revenge ? 
How many in the height of their ſecurity and 
confidence, ſleeping 18 their beds, riding merri- 
ly on the rode, going buſily about their cqm- 
mon affairs? It's no news to hear of /addex 
and wnexpetted Deaths of many forts; and 
leſs ftrange can it be to any one to ſee thoſe 
younz people cut off by Death, who thought 
it too ſoon to become good and ſerious ; amd 
were unwilling to marr their juvenile plea- 
ſures with many thoughts of Prety and Religt- 
ou, Let us but think, how many are alrea- 
dy Dead, who delay'd. their: Repentance 
with as much confidence as we can do, to 


- Repent hereafter, till they had no time lefr 


them to Repent in : And how fruitleſly they 
now lament their folly in doing fo. Think 
but what they\would now be content to give, 
that they might have their life to begin again 
on Earth ; and whether they would , were 


that granted them, venture again to delay 


I 3 their 
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their Repentance,and hazard another ſudden} 
fall into thoſe intollerable torments, which: 
now they feel ! O let us not ſtay, till think- 
ing of this will-do us no good ; let us not go 
on till we fall into their condition, and expe- 
rience the* Torments of vain and fruitleſs 
wiſhes. Let us not indulge our infidelity 
as to theſe things, till ſome come from: the 
dead to make us believe ; leſt we be made, be- 
fore we fear it, to ſee and feel, what we make 
. no more haſte to eſcape. We ſay ſtill; we 
will Repent and become: new men to mor- 
row : But alas, we know not yet whether 
we ſhall live till then ; nay, we know-not 
but that our bodies may be in the Grave, and 
our Souls in Hell to morrow;) and for this 
very reaſon, becauſe we Repent not to day. 
Who then that is wiſe will venture one mo- 
ment longer oa ſuch an uncertainty ? 

'. But ſuppoſe we may live, and have the 
time we at preſent preſume fo. groundleſly 
upon ; we may not be one jot the better for 
it when we have it. We are to conſider yet 
farther, how many things may happen to us 
at that time or betore, which may as much 
diſable us to Repent, as Death-it felf. We 
may live, and. yet beas good as dead unto all 
manner of Religious Duty and Exerciſe : 
We may be, we know not how ſoon, in ſuch 
a condition, as we may not be able either to 


refle 
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reflett. on what 1s paſt, or undertand what is 
preſent, or conſider what is to come, We can- 
natbe ignorant, how many Dzſeaſes ſuddenly 
ſurpriſe. men, which , though they ,do. nog 
immediately deprive thera of lite, yet deſtroy 
their memory, and under ſtanding, and reaſon ; 
or ſo-weaken them, that they can be of little 
ule for the exerciſe of Repextaxce.,. May we 
not be ſuddenly taken with an 4poplexy or a 
Lethargy, witha Phrezzy, or Melancholy, or 
Dotage-? May we not become mad or fooli[h, 
and ſo diſtrated and crazed in our heads, that 
we..cannot at all coxſpder either what we do, 
or, what we ſhould day Yea, ſuppoſe none 


_ of theſe things befall us, yet are there other” 


diſeaſes and pains, whereunto. we are ſubject, 
and which we may labour under a. yery con- 
{iderable time betore they kill us ; by which 
yet we may be brought into ſuch a condition, 
as. we {hall. find it very hard to perform any 
Religious Duty as we ought. We may lie 
under ,{uch continual, and even intollerable 


| pains of body ; under ſuch daily /anguiſhirgs, 
; andfaintings, and decays of Strength and Spi- 


rits, . that we ſhall have very little freedaz or 


ſtrength of mind left us to Conlider, and do 


all that-is needful to Repentance, which till 
then hath been delay'd. Why do not we 
think our {elves concera'd to prevent all theſe 


*evils? Are we not ſenſible that ſuch things 


I 4 Often 
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often befal men,  whoas little fear*dthetn ag 
we do? And' may they -not,-for ought we: 
know, befal us as well as any others? | If awe 
are ſurprized by any of theſe after we are be- 
come lincere Pezitents, they do us butlittle 
hurt; they are God's Viſit ations indeed; 'and 
for what, He - may be) only knows; 
but the worſt that comes to us by them, is 
only this, That we are long a dying, and in+ 
ſuch a manner as it pleaſeth God. ' But if we 
have not ſincerely Repented before theſcevils 
ſeize: us, it is greatly to be feared, we ſhall 
never be able to Repent ; and God" only: 
knows, what will become of us. Let us: 
then be ſo wiſe, as to make good ule of our: 
ſtrength and health, our ſenſes and underſtands: 
ng," whilſt we have them, Why makewe 
not all ſure now whilſt we can, ſezing we: 
know not how ſoon it will be,that we cannot ? 
Now we are young, we are t90 jovialand airy; 

and we put all off to thoſe years, which we 

ſuppoſe'will of courſe bring with them more 

Serionſneſs, and when wethink it will better 

become” us to look gravely and Religiouſh.” 
| Whenthoſe years, which we are wont to call 

the years of Diſcretion, are come ; we find 

that a great deal of other buſineſs comes with 

them; and now we are men and women, we 

areengaged inthe World; and if we have got 

looſe trom- the Varies of Yonth,, which do 
yoh- 1d dane: 155 42G, —_ 
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not feldome- hold -us faſt even till-we die, we 


- are-become 1ntangled in 'things that are, but a; 


little better ; 1iand we put off all yer till o/d age 
come: and: make us-more /e;ſure, Old age 15 
all chis-while ſtealing infenſibly-upon us, and 
we; perceive it not for the throng weare in, 
till-we: find our ſelves on a ſudden grows: too 
heavy and 4ull, and our faculties too much de- 
cay'd, and too feeble for much buſineſs. And 
then inſtead of /eriows refleQtions on: the tate 
of our Souls, weare rather apr to refleft with 
too much concern on our preſent bodily weak- 
neſs,-as we are become unabletodo any long- 
er- as we have done, and yet have as great a: 
mindito do as ever. And hence alſo inſtead 
of being Penitent for our Sins, weare apt to 
grow Paſſionate , Peeviſh, and Impatient ; 


and our Repentance is ſtill put off to our laſt 


Sickneſs. After all theſe delays, it may be 
we have no Sickneſs atall, Death gives usno 
warning at all of its approach, but knocks us 
down with a ſuddex blow; or elſe it ſends 
{uch a Meſſenger. for us, as willnotallow us 
to-know Or conſider, whither we are going, by 
reaſon of either the ſtupefaFion or Torment 
which it lays us under. What remains then, 
but that we take the Preacher's advice, 
Ecc. XIL. 1. Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth, mhile the vil days come not, 
nor the years draw gh, when thou ſbalt ſay, I 
nanve no pleaſure in them. © But 
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But |befides . the wacert arnty of the term of 
our life, as'to us;' and:many diſappointments, 
which not unuſually befal us in it ;'we ought 
farther to conſider, that itis very Faſtin God: 
to cut our-lives:the ſorter, for our delaying to) 
keep his Commandments. Neither can wetake a 
more _ courſe to provoke God to take us: 
away in-themmidft of our days, or to render. 
them by his Jadyments intollerable tous, than 
this bad:uſe which we make of them. "When 
by delaying our Duty to God. we make itaps»: 
pear; that' wegrudge him any conſiderable: 
part of our time; and that we are reſolved'to 
diſhonour him with as much of it, and to be- 
ftow upon-his Serviceas little of it as we can; 
what readier way can we take: to provoke 
him, either to. cut our.'thread of life very 
ſhort, or-tomake it veryknotty to us? Can 
weour ſelves when we think well of it, judge 
it fit, that: he, to whoſe: goodneſs we: owe 
our. life, and:/being,, and 1n whoſe hands our 
times are, 'P/al XXXI. 15. Ju whoſe hand 1s 
the ſoul of every living thing, and the breath of 
ail: mankind,.iJob XII. 10. ſhould allow-us 
juſt as much time .as we deſire, to diſhonour 
and affront .him in? I confeſs, I know not 
what greater Preſumption we can be guilty of, 
than to reſolve to rebel againſt Gad as long as 
we can think it ſafe to do ſo,and to expect he 


ſhould give us from day to day-more time " 
Q 
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do ſo in. - O-let us take heed, leſt he. take 
away our breath, and we return to our duſt 
erewe have begun to ſerve him ; tor then' be 
ſure all theſe vain thoughts ſhall periſb. P/a/. 
CVI. 4. The youngeſt of us is not ſure to 
live- one day. longer ; and we who grow old 
are very ſure, that we cannot have many 
days more, if any, to live in this World : nor 
what kind of days, be they many or few, they 
will prove to us. Let us then no longer de- 
lay our Repentance, becauſe we are fa little 
ſure that we ſhall have ary hereafter to re- 
pent 111, 


——— 
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A*® it is a dargeros thing to drive of our 
Repentance, 1n hopes that we may have 
time enough hereafter to repent 1n ; Solis it al- 
together as daxgerows upon another account, 
Becauſe we know not, if we have an hereafter, 
whether we ſhall repent in it, or no. 1 have 
already mention'd ſome things, which may 
diſable us to repent hereafter ; but beſides 
this, it may well be fear'd, that we may, be 
alſo as wmwilling, and every way as H__ n= 
8i/poſed to repent hereafter, as we are now. 

Is 
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Ts there not as much reaſon zow to move us to. 
keep the. Commandments of God, as ever 
there will be hereafter ? Is he not the ſame: 
God now, that he will be then, oxe and the 
ſame , unchangeable for ever? Are not our 
Oblizations, and our Depenaances on him the 
ſame? And is not the danger of dying impe- 
_ nitent, the fame now, that it will be then ? 
What reaſon then can we have to hope,that if 
the conſideration of theſe things will not move 
us zow to Repentance, it ſhould prevail more 
with us hereafter ?How difficult ,or how eafie {0+ 
ever the Duty may zow ſeem to us ; or whats. 
ever it is that now affrights us from it, or ex- 
courageth us to delay it : we have little cauſe 
to think that it will become more eaſfie by de+ 
lay; that we {hall meet with fewer difficulties, 
the longer we drive it off, or fewer tempta- 
tions to defer it {till longer. Nay, 'tis very 
certain, that the longer we delay, the dif- 
culty-daily more and more increaſeth, and ve- 
ry probably, ſo will our «»willizgneſs too ; for 
*ris not very likely, that we ſhall be morewi/- 
king to ſet our ſelves about a hatdey work here- 
after , ſeeing we dare not venture on it zow 
that it is much more eaffe, Would to God 
all impenitent Sinners could be brought to 
confider this; 'That all the good they do 
themſelves by delaying their Repentance, 1s 
to make it every day harder for them Ge Ties 
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thing, which they muſt do, or elſe they 
periſh. That we may be convinced of this 
folly, let us obſerve but theſe few things. 
r. That the Cauſes of Delay will hereafter be 
the ſame, and. as forcible upon us, as now. 
2. That the Work will hereafter be greater. 
3. Onr Strength for it, is like to be leſs. 4. Our. 
Time to do it in, will be ſhorter. 5. Our Aff- 
ſtances are like to be fewer. And, 6, Our Im- 
peaiments and Diſcouragements are like to be 
more. And when all this hath been well 
| thought on, we cannot but ſee, that though 
all that time, which we very groundlelly pre- 
{ame upon, ſhould be granted us ; yetcannot 
we be {ure that we ſhall, nay, we are more 
{ure of the two, that we ſhall not make fo 
good uſe of it, as we may do of the time 
which is preſent. | 


1. Look what Cavſes we think we have at 
preſent to delay our Repentance till another 
time ; the ſame, or more, and more powerful 
to work upon us, are we like to have here- 
after ;, and it 1s like tobe as hard, or harder 
then not-to be zempred to delay, than now it 
is. Isit now a careleſs, negligent and wuncon- 
fatering temper of mind that 15 the cauſe of our 
delay © And is it not likely , the longer we 
delay, that this fame fupize and regardleſs 
temper will be thamore fixed and —__ 

at 
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What 1s it that we think will alter it ? "The 
Temper we are of is {uch, as admits of none, 
or very flight +houghts of any ſuch future al- 
zteration of it ; thele thoughts conſiſt not with 
{uch a-careleſs and inconfiderate temper; as we 
ſuppoſe to be the cauſe of ouridelay. | How- 
ever,..ſuch a change of it hereafter -15 not to be 
depended on. What makes men more careleſs 
and /ecare in their ſinful Courſes, : than long 
impunity and forbearance ? He that was a lits 
tle-af#aid 'to venture on {in at firſt, leſt he 
ſhould be puniſh'd for-it, and leſt 'the Wrath 
of God ſhould light ſuddenly upon him in 
ſome ſevere judgment ; and he that! was at 
firſt ſomewhat aſhamed to fin, and unableto 
conquer his natural Modeſty, or to endure the 
reproaches of his natural Conſcience : after he 
has with ſome ſtrugling broke through theſe 
bars of fear and ſhame, the further he ventures 
forward, the-farther he leaves them both be+ 
hind him.” When theſin is become' cuſtoms 
ry;-and yethe finds that he fuffererh nothing 
by it; he is the more emboldened'to continue 
init. The longer he - hag whar at firſt he 
was afraid of ,' the leſs apt is he toi fear it} 
and-the more hope he hath to'eſcape it ſtilli 
The proſperity of fools deſtroyeth them, Prov.F, 
32. How, but by making them'the more 
careleſs and reſolute to go on. in the. ways 
wherein they thrive, as we find it-by daily 
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experience in all" ſorts of Sinriers?" Becanſe 
ſentence apainſt an evil work is not ſpeedily'exes 
cuted'; therefore the hearts of the fons of men 
ii fully ſet in them'to do evil, Ecel. VETH. 11. 
Is the cauſe of our delay a ſecret" root of 
Atheiſm or Infidelity, a'disbelief of God, and 
of his Word ? The longer we'go on 'in any 
fin, the more likely are we to be harden'd in 
our ##belief. For whilſt we hold on'offending 
God, and diſobeymg* his Word; and yer 
find;, that notwithſtanding all- his 'rerr ible 
threatnings, he doth not ſeem to take'any no- 
tice of us, but letteth-us alone,” and'ſtretcheth 
not out his hand*to execute wergearce upon 
us 3 \we are apt totake as little notice of God, 
as we fooliſhly imagine he taketh” of us; 
and becauſe we- continue to do theſe evil 
things, 'and God keeps filenee;, we: conclude 
the' more” confidently, either with the Fool, 
Pſal. XIV. 1. That there & no God: 'or with 
another as fooliſh 'as he, P/al. E.'21. That 
ht'is altogether ſuch an one as our ſelves. The 
profperous Sinner is\apt to [ay in his heart, 


God hath forgotten ; he hideth his face, he will 


never ſeeit. He contemneth God; he ſaith in 
his heart , thou wilt" not require it, Plal. X. 
It,13. The Lord ſhall not ſee,” neither ſhall 
the God of Facob regard it , Plal. XCTV.'7. 
To ſuch a bruti/bxeſs doth our continuance 1 
ſin ordinarily bring us ! 

JK Is 


136 The Sinand Danger 


" Ts it an'unwarrantable preſumption of the 
greatnefs of God's 'Merey, or of his unweari- 
ed Forbearaxce, that is the cauſe of 'our delay? 
And is it. not then roo natural to men'of this 
preſumption, to preſume till the more couff- 
- dently , the: longer God forbeareth them? 
Certainly he that delayeth ar firſt, Poe 
on that patience, whereof he hath" yet hz 
comparatively; but little ' experience 3 will /be 
the more apt to go" y Sg longer , _ he 
hath long experienced the patience, an | 
ſuffering of God. | _ 
Is it the love of owr /ins wherewith we'are 
bewitched,ſo that we are not ableto part with 
them , and therefore delay our Repentane? 
And what reaſon have we, if we now-love 
them {6 well, tothink, that we ſhall not love 
them as well hereafter, as now we do? What 
can we imagine ſhould bring us out of love 
with ſin more thez, than now ? We may.not 
be able to commit ſome {ins hereafter, which 
how we” commit; but. I fee not , why we 
may not have the ſame /ove for them hereat- 
ter, which we have now. Nay, I ſee; that 
uſually it is fo ; and that few fins are leſs /- 
ved for becoming habitual, The more we 
praiſe them , the more we /ove them ; and 
the longet we have zafted the ſenſual ſweet- 


neſs of them, the leſs can we endure to be | 


without them: And if our Izc/inat ions and 
0 Tempets 
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Fempers foalterwith our Age, that ſome j4- 
venile fins do not reliſh with us as they were 
wont) yet iwe'do: but change them fororfers ; 
and/we-are as-averſe. from goodneſs, and as 
much--igeliw/d. tro evil as ever: The; Yins 
which fuit with af (apes of man, we-comuin 
with «as much -greedineſs-as ever ,-:and ag 
things which by cuſtoms are-becomenature/; 
andwe firievenas we; eat and drink; bemng:as 
unable (as itiſeemsro us) to-live without he 
oxe; as without the orhers ' And thoughzoit 
may:be; ſome forts" of Sins'grow. tale ;| arid 
xe ting hereafter no /epretion.to them; yet 
is: there/dae-thing, which, -the longer wedes 
lay our Repeatance;. grows {til}: the more 
froag;- ahgd that-iis an. #nordinate-'ſeif-lowe ; 
and"the{&&ſ' we: have: been uſed to.deny:onf 
felvesinithe:things we love; the hurder fill 
thatbwe find it:todofo- We have been uſed 
t& humour: our! ſelves;-and; ro; feed corrupt 
Naturecm all. things: which it-craves -and 
thewir's all caſe, how the Appetite nag 

it Uetires, 
Er: £0 


as 0! his. or that fin 3. feeing what it 
 & muſbhave; and we-have loft allpoyer: 
reliſt i But- theſ:rhidgs' *ris: ricedle(s to 
trove, being too notorious $0'be denied: (Daly 
they ought to-be more t9wſfider*d; rhar whicri 
we-think-well: how there will be hereatcer as 
many raiwprarions to delay ,. aid as fowtsful 
:£00; as 6here-are now 3! -_ nay —_ 
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folly -in - delaying our . Repeatance now ,: it 


hopes to-repegt' hereafter. 


2. But this is nor alb; for we-ſhall certain= 


ly find, that-the longer we delay, the greater' 


will the work be. 'And then, whatever the 
emiſes beithat now perſuade us to: delay it, 
they-are more likely:to-perſuade us 0 dela 

hereafter than now.” It they can prevail with 
us tonegle& a-neceflary,work, when "tis leſs; 
they will more. eaſily | prevail, - when -the 
very preatreſs of the. work: ſeems enough of 
it el ro diſhearten us from going about t<:: 
Let us then conlider, how much' greater a 


work it will be to repent hereafter, than wow. | 
Firſt, It: is very certain, that the-longer we 
have negleQed to learn the will of God, the | 


_ more we have to learn. And the longer! we 
have neglected to. do the Commandmeats of 
God; the:more we have to do. _/TheJonger 
we -ſtay before: we repent , the more: ſins we 
| have: to'repent of. He that hath: long fince 
begun his work, | and hath made a confideras 
ble-progre(s/ in it, will not hereafter: find fo 
much-to.do, as.he-that hath done nothing at 
all of it; but-hath then all to begin. All thoſe 
Omiſſions and. Negled#s: we have been every 
day-guilty of, come then-to. be-repented of ; 
as'well as the thizgs which have been negte- 
'#ed-and omitted. as far as 'tis poflible; to. be 
'done-3--and all this: labour had:been —_ 
$0; | a 
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had we repented, and done-our duty;in dus 
time. We every day fin, even though we do 
all that we can to avaid it; (which yet we 
ſeldom do) and every day we ought to repent 
of the ſins of the day ; and therefore till we 
repent, every day much increaſeth the labour 
of Repentance , becauſe every day adds to 
the »umber of our fins'to be repeated of. *. And 
our delay to: repent, when we have ſinned, is 
one of the greateſt ſins of all; and every day's 
delay is ſuch a mew fin added to that of the 
former day. And indeed, fſo.long as a man 
delayeth his Repentance, he doth nothing 
elſe but haap up {41n-upon ſin; and every thing 
he doth, is full of fin. And what a task 
doth he thus make himſelf, to repent of all 


theſe fins hereafter? Yea, every Convittion 


that we have ſinned, and ought to repent j 
and every purpoſe, and reſolution, and thought 


. of repenting, not ſpeedily put in execution 


iS an aggravation of our guilt, and makes our 
fins the more ſinful, the leſs excuſable , and 
more hardly pardonable ; becauſe *tis a igri, 
that we go on 1n fin againſt Kyowlede, again{t 
Conſcience, againſt the good Motions of God's 
Holy Spirit, and againſt the Rebukes of our 
own. Hearts ; the delay is throughly wilf#d, 
and fin is freely choſen; and thus our fins bes 
come as great as can be, and are a ſtriving as 


gainſt Conſcience, a reſiſting and grieving of 
| K 2 tlig 
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the-Spirir, a" quenching of its. holy Motions, 
ind a daily frprippagainft God, «or a reſolute 
maintaining our ground /againſt-him.:: And 
miſt-not atl this \'make Repentance a much 
| haydey works, than otherwiſe it might have 
been? * How- much: eaſier” is it to pluck up 
two or three weeds daily'in a Garden, as we 
perceive them- ſhootitis forth'; than to weed 
one that, through negleR; is quire overrun 
with ther? And-to-how much better purpoſe 
_ to0 were'it ſo-to0/d6?- For by that means, the 

po0d Plants have liberty: ro thrive and flous 
riſh 5-whilſt by neglect'-all that's good- is 
choaked- up;' and rately'turns to any advan- 
tape. © So much eaſier 19 it, and to far better 
purpoſe -and 'advaiitape to repent early than 
Pte. When one hath 'gone on but a few 
Reps in 'a wonr Way,” and will not then turn 


back, betauſe herhinks'it toormuch pains for. 


hint to ds ſo; how much more ailing is 
he like'to be to $0 back apain, when he is 
pone of many miles? He that is afraid to 
encounter two of three-Enemyes at-preſent, 
will hardly be ſo ftout afterwards as to fetu 

on-an Army of many thouſands : eſpecially 
wher' by his delay he' hath given them time 
to ſtrengthen themſelves. - And this 1s the 


Fecond thing that'we are here toconfider, that | 


'by vur delay we ſuffer our fins to-grow not 
-only1n #»mber; but in frengrh too : and as it 
| / is 
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is-eafjer to-repent of a fem ſins than! many; 
ſo muſt it needs be a far harder task ta conquer 
any (ins in their fall frength, than a few, and 
weaker too; | Every one knows by wotul ex-' 
perience, if -ever he have attempted- to. get 
the maſtery of his ſin, what frezgth every {in 
ins in us by our long accuſtoming of oftr 
elves toit;'and how much extjer it 1s to leave 
off 'the praftice of any fin; after but: once, ar 
#wice committing it; than after that by' ire 
quent committing of it, it 1s become. habitnad, 
and 1n a manner. xatwral to: us; and, when ' 


. we have by cuſtom brought aur ſelves to that 


paſs, that we ſeemtoour ſelves to ſtand inas 
much need of our. fix, as we do of our food 
and raiment; and can as little:be content with- 
our it. + ? T's eafie to pluck up a:tender Sprayt 
of the firſt or ſecond years growth ; but this, 
by letting it ſtand and grow, is every year 
harder and harder-to-do ; and at laft, when 
'tis become a ſtrong Tree, impoſlible far the 
frongeſt man'to do. ?Tis eafie to. quenclia 
{mall ſpark that's but juft taking hold of the 
Thatch; but *tis:not ſo eafie to extinguiih the 
fire, when the whole Houle is on a flame. 
It may be-no difficult matter to cure a little 
Sore at firſt; bur ig will be more hard to.do it, 
when by delay *tis grown into a. hollow, and 
filthy Ulcer ; and hardly poſſible, if it come to 
a Cancer, or:a Gangreen. How range a 
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thing is it then, that we ſhauld delay our Re. 
pentance, the only cure of a diſeaſed and ul. 
cerous Soul, till by delay we become almaRt 
paſt poſſibility of being cured ! Car the Erhios 
pian change his skin, or the Leopard his ſpots? 
Then may ye alſo do good, that are uccuſtomed to 
aoevil, Jer. NILL. 23. INT 

3. As our work by delay grows greater,-/p 
our ſtrength for ſuch awork, grows leſs ; and that 
makesit [til] harder. The more ſick a man grow- 
eth, or rhe longer he lieth under his Diſeaſe, 


O97 weaker he groweth too,and the leſs ſtrength 


he hath to help bimſelf. Tho we are all corrupt 
enough by nature; and as we are ſo of our 
ſlves, by much too weak to conquer any 
Luft without the help of ſupernatural Grace : 
yet our giving way to our gatural corruptipn, 
and our indulging our ſelves in our own weak- 
peſſes, makes. us ſtill weaker and weaker, 
He that exerciſeth not his ſtrength; -by de- 
grees loſeth it. And he that initead of re- 
fiſting his Enemy as well as he can, layeth 
himſelf down at his feet to be trod upan , 
will find that he hath then leſs ſtrength to 
raife himſelf up, than he had at firit to fad 
his ground. In like manner, he that, -in- 
ſtead of making what gefexce he is able, ſtands 
ſtill, and lets his Enemy give him mound at- 
ter woundas long as be will ; if he have a mind 
£0 fave himlelt at laſt, may find thay hg hath 


not 
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not: ſfrength:enough) left him, gither to figkr, 
or: zu; 4949,.;; In 4bree things principally a 
man's natural flirength to withitand a tempta- 
tion to-wickedaeſs,,or to change an ill Cultam 
fora, better.,. may ſeem. to conlilt, 1, 1» the 
conduth of natural Conſcience. 2. Inthe vertue 
of deliberate Conſideration. 3. In the hope of 
Saves - But-by. delaying our Repeatance, 
we. loſe .more and more. of this. ſtrength. 
daily. >, 
:F3rfb, 'T hough our Natures be ſtrongly 
biaſſed towards Evil, and we do mightily of + 
our ſelves ixclixe that way ; yet is there {ich 
a thing in us as the /zghbt.of Nature ; whereby 
we ſee, in. many things, that. we go wrong, 
and walk fo, as it very. much-misbecometh us 
to-do. . We yet retain ſome Principles of Mo- 
rality, and natural Notions of Good and Evil, 
Honeſty and Diſponeſty, Decency and Indecen- 


£9, which are not quite erazed, nor worn aur, 


And our Conſciences are ready to check us for 
doing contrary to our Nature, and to-reproach 
us with the anreaſonableneſs and ſhamefulneſs 
of acting ſome-evil things. But when we 


long neglett to hearken, ro our Reaſon, and 


to obey the dictates of it; yielding to our 
brutiſh 4fe&iors, and giving them the fole 
command of us : we by degrees forget we 
have agy ſuch thing as Reaſon to direCt us,and 
our Confyiences fall allgep, having nothing to 
: $4 do z 
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do; our unruly Luſts- ruling. us in "every 
thing. 'We-caniiſee T7” 


what we are-fondly in loue;withz: nor can we: 
any more be aſhamed of what we have long 


azcnſtomed our ſelves unto; efpegially-when: 


we find we are not «(prin any; of bur fins; 
but find Companions enoughi'to four we rrringe als 
in any wickedneſs, '-Were they wſbamed\when 

they had committed abomination #:: cher te 


were pot at all aſhamed, neither coulds 

Jer. VI. 15. [The- Sinner, after little titne, 
egins' to think4r/a piece of bravery to be 3m 

pugent, and to glory itt his/hame;\and nothing 

muſt be thought #»r0sſopable, or wndetrint} that 

he hath a mind-to-do. Thus our fooliſh 


Hearts.are more and more darken'd, and bur 
Conſcience feared: as with 2 hor- iron, 1 Tim 


IVi1 $3” BY "A 4/44 
And when it 18 Þavich us; »that! our "Ret. 


fon' bears no {way for the 7 neg .of-oun? 
r 


Lufss ; there can-be NO help om Conſiders 
240R, becanſe there can be Uo ſach ry ro 
any purpoſe ; [this betng* the proper work of 


Reaſon uningaged by affeftion, 'and7at liberty 


to.do its office. © Or-if- ſometimes Conſcience 
be a little ſtartled upon any occaſion, and be- 
gin to be” reltle(s, and let our #houphts on 
work a:while; 'yet alas, the rn winch 
by -delaying our” Repentance we -bring our 
Klves ztO, Is 1 I and frightful, that -we 
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cannot; indure-to! think much of it ; 'but pre- 
fantly turn our: thoughts another way ,+and 
bufie-them about ſomething more plcaſapt to: 


'US;: : Indeed molt of -us 'have learn'd well 


enough,' how to keep our ſelves from all ſer? 
om Conftaeration of either the anreaſonableneſs, 
ſhame ,, or danger! of our: finful ways ; being 
always fo b#fe about the Aﬀairs of the Wor 1, 
or our / antes, or in making proviſion for the 
fleſh to fulfil the luſts. thereof, that we are 
_—_ leiſure. ro think much-on-any thing 
Cc Q7 - : 09% ky 

Laſtly, By long continuing 1n our fins, and, - 
giving way toiour :Lufts,' we give 'themfo 
much-the maſtery and dominion over us, that 


 when-at any-time weare able toconfrder a lit- 


tle in what a wretched State weare, - and be- 
gin to have ſome thoughts of getting into al 
r;\ we find our delves fo falt hamper d by: 


"hem, -and'that they have taken ſuch ſtrong 


hotdof us, that-an extraordixary ftreagth 15 
neceflary to break looſe'from them. Hereupon 
our Courage quite fails us, and! we have no 


. bope3 atall, that ever-we canbe able to recas 


yer our ſelves out/of the ſnare, 'wherein we 
have ſuffered our ſelves to be {o much intan» 
gled; all our ſpirzrs rherefore fink down inta 
Defpair ;, and we are not willing 'to labour 
(as wetear ) in vain, or todi{quietour ſelves 
any langer, abour-what we imagine paſt - 

< bs help. 
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help. '' O that we coyld be brought in time 
to Confider, how by telay we are apt to be 
pry infatuated, and as it were, inchanted, 


aving no uſe of Reaſox or Conſideration; no . 


Conrage left us to attempt our Freedom, or 
Hope toobtainit ; but lyein our ſlavery with- 
out any Senſe of our vile Condition , and 
without either Wt or Strength ever to come 
out of it. all 
4. As by Delay our Work grows greater; 
and our Strength leſs ; ſo our time is every day 
ortued; and tho we have both more to do, 
and leſs Skill and Ability to work, yet have 
we leſs time for our work. The more time 
we havealready ſinned away, the leſs weare 
{ure-is behind to Repent; ſerve God,, and pro= 
vide for. our Souls in. Tho we may-know 
how much we have had already to an ill pur- 
poſe. as we have abuſed it, yet we know not 


how little, or whether any at all, will be' 


granted us fora better, We are ſure, That 
what is yet to come, cannot be very long, be- 
cauſe ſo much 1s already gone ; and yer put 


both togerher, were it poſſible, all would have | 


been ſhort enough for the work we had to:do 
init. Now ita work be ſo great, that it can» 
not be done perfectly, and as well as it ſhould 
be done, thoa man take the whole-day-to-it, 
is it not' a- madneſs to drive it off, hoping it 
may be dane well enough in one or two * 

the 


[ 
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the laſt hours of the day-? He-that hath the 
loſt time of many Years to redeem, had.need 


to: ply- his buſineſs very cloſe indeed, if he - 
. hope todo itin a tew days. Can we think 


that .our_ corrupt hearts and minds will . be 
throughly changedand cleanſed, all our ſinful 
defires and affections quite «/ered, our whole 
Converſation reformed, every evil habit bro- 
ken off, every lult mortified, and the whole 
man renew'd, all Graces acquired, SanQiticati- 
on compleated, and every neceſlary Duty per- 


form'dall on a ſudden, in a moment of time? 


If the work he {0 eafie, and fo /itr/e time wall 
ſerve to doirin, the more 1s our Shame and 
Guilt both, and the leſs excuſable are we, that 
we have done all no ſooner, having had fo 
much time already to do jt 1n. 

And yet ſuppoſing all might he done in fo 
little time, and we might repent ſufficiently 


_ © and favingly, of a long wicked life, in ſome 


{mall part at it towards the end ; it ought to 
be conſidered, That a little time will hardly 
be enough for a man to try and be well aſſy- 
red of the Sincerity of his Repentance ; and 
yet we know, that if it be not fixce-e, it will 


do us'no god ; and till we kzow it 1s ſincere, 


it can afford us little Comfart. He thatrepents 
earlieſt, {hall now and then meet with Tew- 
ptations to doubt whether he hath ſincerely re- 


£0 
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to /eerth into his own heart, and to make him. 
elf in any good andcomfortable meaſure ſure 
of it- And to find this, is the only thing that 
muſt be the comfort of his old | age," and 
the , ſweetneſs of his Dying thoughts. But 
he that defers his Repentance to the /atey part 
of his Life,. if then he may Repent unto Sul 
vation, yet may he find the time. much'too 
fhort for him very comfortably to affure him- 
ſelf that he hath done ſo indeed ; . and there- 
fore though he may Repent, poſſibly he may 
not be able {ſo well to know 1t, as not to ga 
out of this World with many fears and dowbts, 
and much uncomfortable diſtr ation of thoughts. 
about- it. - And though this may poſſibly be; 
the caſe of ſome, who have lived a /zfe of Re- 
' pentance; yet 15 it nota thing a man would 
chooſe, or -that he ſhould-nor do what hecan 
to-prevent, asI am ſure he that delayeth his 
Repentance doth not. He that lives well; 


may «through the tenderneſs of his Conſcience, 


and jealouſy of himſelf, die. ſomewhat uncom- 
fortably ; but he that Lwes ill almoſt as1 

2s he lives, I think muſt needs do >; 
if hebe not 10 dozed or ſfupified with his dif-' 
eaſe, that he cannot be /exſible that he is a dy-- 
ing ;;. or' elſe have the favour” of ſome- ex» 
traordinary Revelation, which ſuch -an- one 
of all men hath leaſt reaſon to hope for. ' 


,« For 
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15, For he that long delayeth this 'Repers 
tance; hath reaſon enough to fear; that he 
ſhall have leſs Afiftance hereafter for this great | 
work, than now he 'may- have; All” the 
helps we can hope for, come from the: Holy 
Spirit of God, without whole [ſpecial Grace 
we/ſhall never do any thing that is acceptable 
to: hm, 'or available to dur own Salvation: 
We are too weak-ot onr ſelves to cleanſe our 
ſelves from all filthineſs of Plefh and: Spirit, 
 -and' to perfect Holineſs: 'Tt'is 'God that 
workethin us both towill and to.do of his good 
pleaſure. Now that man muſthave a ſtrange 
meaſure 'of unreaſonable confidence}, that. 
thinks he hatlythe Grace of 'God: at his Coms 
mand ; and can make himſelf ſure to have it 
juſt when he ſhall call for it; orthat the longs 
er he hath rejeQed it, the greater meaſures of 
it ſhould be beſtow'd upon him.” Is this'the 
way to oblige God to be' more/liberal of his 
Grace unto us hereafter, «to-turn his Grace 
already given us into waxronnefs? Is to Difl 
honour him as long as we Xan, the beſt way: 
to aſſure us of his help in-time of need * What 
is it then, whereby any onecan poſſibly pro- 
voke God to ' withdraw or: withhold - his 
Grace from him? What" needs:any-one care 
how he lives, if he can' be. fare ' of Grace 
enough to fave him at any time before he 4jz?- 
And if he cannot- be fure #0 have Grace 
i enough 
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enougb at any time when he pleaſerh before he 
die, how dare: he delay his Repentance any: 
one day of his life, leſt he ſhould' die before - 
che next day ? Certainly that perſon that de- 
layeth his Repentance in expeQation ' of 


Grace, when he ſees his own time to call for 
if ; hath a confidence grounded on ſomething 
elſe than the Holy Scripture, Par be it from 


us to /imit the infinite Goodneſs of God. His 


Mercies as well as his Jadgments are unſearch- 
_ able, and his ways patt finding out. Extra 
ordinary favours may be granted to ſome, bur 
are not to berelied on by any. IThope God 
doth give Grace at lalt ro many who have long 
refuſed 'it ; but I know not where he hath 
promiſed that he will offer it again to them 
that refuſe it when 'tis offered. If therefore 
he-that delays his Repentance in hope © of 
Grace to Repent hereafter, meet with the 
- Grace he'hoped for, he hath cauſe to be ex- 
traordinary thankful for an unpromiſed Mercy | 
bur if any one expect to have ſuch an extraor- 
dimary Mercy ,-: he hath- great reaſon to- be 
humbled for ſo groundle/s preſumption. For 
this is not the ord:z»ary method of ſaving Sin- 
ners, which God hath made 'us acquainted 
with : and certainly he makes too bold with 
God Almighty, that expeQts he ſhould bring 
him to Heaven by any othet way than by 


that which he hath pointed out unto him- te 
Fr | walk 
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walk in;or who hopes for that aſſiſtance which 
he never promis'd,refuſing to make uſe of that 
which: he hath afſured him of: if he will now 
accept it, God hath ſaid, that whoſoever hath, 
or, makes good uſe and improvement of. the 
Grace already given, to himſball be given, and 
he. (hall have more abundance : But whoſoever 
hathinot,.or makes not 2 wiſe: improvement 
of what: God hath given, ta the Donor's Glo- 
ry.and his own Salvation, from him ſhall be ta+ 
kenaway even that he bath, Matth. XIII. 12. 
God: ordinarily, as: well as juſtly, leaves ſuch 
men to grow. worſe hereafter, who are, nat 
willing to grow better now. He withdraws 
lis.Holy Spirit from them, who have long 
reſ/ted and grieved him. They who are.not 
now.willing to recover, themſelves out of the 
fnare of the Devil, having -been taken. cap- 
tiveby him at his will, are deſervedly left in 
the {lavery they delight in.. God faith unto 
them, \ Hearing. ye ſhall. hear, and not under» 
ſtand; and ſeeing ye ſhall ſee, and ſhall not per- 
cefve, Matth. XIII. 14. He leaves them to 
Satan to blind: their. eyes, and harden their 
hearts, leſs they ſhowld be converted, and Chrif 


ſhould heal them, Joh. XII. 40. What a mad- 
nels then muſt it be to delay our acceptance 
. of the- Grace: which is now freely tender'd 
unto us, in hope of having it; tender*'d. to- us 
again, | when we think ita fitter time pc. i63 
IEP when 
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when God hath declared chatae da thereby 


provoke him co withdraw his Grace from us - 


for ever;/ and inever. to: make us another offer 
od iclo-longas we live. | 111614 |: Dh 
2/6.::Lafth;Qur ſmpedamcites ind DiGiamew 
ments are hke to'be more and greater, ills hmag tonge? 
we delay: Ab a ftone-that's\cumbling down 
_ the hill ,\.the-| longer it -continues 'r 
downwards, goes with the greater force, 1 
is more hardly.{opped 3. {o; our own corrape 
izclinations, thelonger we give way to'them) 
carry. us on with {the tore equeſtneſs-i0-the 
old beaten: pathsof. Sin towards HelF beneathy 
and the more: difficult is i>for us. to recover 
_ bbrſelves. Our o/d acquaint ante;and bretbres 
in iniquity, the-longer we continue in -their 
Society and Friendſhip -cling! fo: muech-rhe 
dlofer own us; anduſe all their art and ws 
to hold us fat fo that''tis always ha 
break from them..T he Dobitwho before = 
volened us toruſh headſang upon+ —_—_ wicls. 
edneſs,. withour any cheak ;.00 \ reſtraintidf 
pn —_ now fill out iheads with frws 
5/that-ourcafeiis already becomt 

fe Cong 


antes: tchar'betore» ded. uy 
itxvas too ſo0r,-now perſubdes.us tis t00vatt 


to think- of providing” for our-lafety.? The 


longer we continue un our fol; riie-rmoke 
oliſh we grow ; * and the els capable of 'be- 
ing taught how to grow W3ſe unto —_ 
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Afjd*the- wickeder we have beeri,” and tle 
moreſhamfully we have behaved our felves ; 
the more aſhamed we grow to confeſs;' that 
we have ſo long been mad, arid baſe, and brys 
rib,"and to change our courſe of life for that 
which we have ſo long ſ{corn'd as fooliſbneſs: 
There are ſo many reſtrtutions, reparations, 
ſatisfattions, and confeffrons to be made to our 
injured\-Netghbours ; ſo much humb/inz of 
our ſelves, and Pardon to be begged both of 
God and of all men whom we have offended ; 
there is ſo much more paizs to be taken and dz 
ligence to be uſed in redeeming our miſ-ſpent 
time; and fitting our'Souls for Heaven ; that 
very few who havelived long in wickedneſs; 
have courage to' venture upon, and gothrough 
all: this. - Beſides, there are not very many 
perſons'who by living long have leſs buſineſs, 
or fewer cares and troubles upon them of one 
ſort or other 3 however; they have: thereby 
more bodly infirmities, and uſually leſs vigour, 
and" afFiveneſs of mixd.' And how-then can 
any one judg it fit to delay a moſt receſſary 
ay; which-might 'betore have - been done 
with leſs diſturbance, 'to.ſuch atime as this; 
when we: cannot hope for fewer hindrantes 
and diſcour agements than we formerly had, if 


we findinot many more, as is not unuſual ? 
- Fromall this, I fuppoſe; it mult now be very 


Plain-to every one; T hat as.we are not ſure of 
L arly 
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any time at all hereafter to Repent in, ſo nei- 
ther can we be ſure if we ſhall have time, that 
we ſhall Repeat in it. Nay, I think 'tis plazn 
enough, that it is more lik 

that me ſhall not. 


. 
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A Third danger of delaying our | Repenz 

A - tance is this., That we know not, if in. 
fame ſort we ſhall repent hereafter, whether out 
Repentance then will be accepted, and do us. any 
good, or. none. | And certainly this is. a Point 
which any wiſe man would be well ſatisfied 1n, 
before he venture to defer his Repentance.one 
moment. longer. Let us therefore-coaſider 
well of it. Shall we defer our Repentance 
till it will do us no good ? And are we ſure, 


that if we defer it' zow, it” will do us good; | 
hereafter ?' If God will not accept-of 4t, it | 


'can do. us no good: - And how:are we ſure 
chat: God: will then;accept of it'?;/Wherher 
he will accept of'it :or not, I know:not any 
one inthe World beſides himſelt:chat can tell; 
and I donot remember that God.himfſelf hath 
any-where told us that he will. He:hath told 
us, That without Repentance\he will nor fave 
. us; and he hath told us, That if we repent; 

A -_— 


ely of the two, 
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We ſhall be 'faved : But'T carinor remember 
where he hath told us, That though we repent 


, Hi6t'ndw, butt put it off to atiother time, we 


may then ſo repent, that he will accept of our 
Repentance, and ſave us. | 
| will be faid by thoſe who have no tmind 
to repent yet, that God hath«old us, That 
all who repent and believe the Goſpel ſhall be 
ſaved : 'and that if any man ſhall turn from all 
his wickedneſs which he hath committed; he 
fhall live. And therefore, whether one re- 
_ eafly or late, if he repent at all, he ſhall 
' faved; Now I very readily and' gladly 
grant what God in his Word hath fold us to 
our great Encouragement and comfort, if we 
will make a right uſt of iti ThacCHrrst 
Ts tts came into the World to'fave Sinners; 
and thofe very great Sinners too ; and fuck as 
had continued very long in a ftate of fir; arid 
that 'we' have no reafon in the world to feat; 
thar any one, how great a Sinner ſoever he 
hath been; ſhall be rejeCted of him, if he tih= 
feipnedly repent and believe rhe Goſpel. All 
this''s a moſt comfortable truth, and we have 
great "reaſon to be heartily thankful for it: 
ur after all this, we had need to be very cares 
ful that we be not miftaken'in the meaning of 
thoſe two words, Bet tnyiNG and Rr 
PENTING: and tharwedo not underſtand 
by them” any other things; than thir vety 
P & = 28 Faith 


156 . The;Simand: Danger. 


Faith and Repentance unto which Salvation 
is promiſed. Now as ſome, 1 fear, take a 


Faith, that n_— not a. holy 8 for a ſa 
e 


ving Faith , 1o ſome may take Repentaxce, 
that implies not a holy Life, for a y car Re- 
pentance. Andit 1sto be greatly fear'd, that 
both theſe are miſtaken. And whoſo confi: 
dereth thoſe deſcriptions of Repextance which 
; have been already. given from the words of 
the ory GnrosrT himſelf, will, I doubt 
not, ſee cauſe enough to fear the ſame that 1 
do. I doubt not, but many who have long 
delay*d: their Repentance, do: at length re+ 
pent in» very good earneſt that they have done 
{o fooliſhly ; and I hope that ſome of them 
are accepted of 'God : but I donot think that 
all who-repent in earneſt, of their wicked life 
paſt, and of their long and fooliſh delay,” re- 
pent unto. /a/vation; and it is hard for any 
one to know certainly whether any do or no. 
God hath not told, us how long any of. us may 
hold on 41n our fins, and not finally exclude 
our ſelves thereby from the benefit of Repen- 
tance ; neither hath he told us, that I know 
| of, that he will accept of the Repentance of 
that man, who: hath to the latter end of his 
life wilftully delay'd it, in hopes of finding 
then both #zme and grace. enough for it. ' But 


leſt he ſhould not. 


he hath told us- enough. to make us fearful, | 
There are ſeveral Fallages 
F-6 0 
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of Holy Scripture that may well afright us 
from preſuming on it ; but not one that gives 
the leaſt excouragement Or countenance to it. 
God frequently threatens wiltul Delayers of 
their Repentance, either to cut them off: ſud- 
denly , or to deliver them up to a hardened 
heart ; but I cannot hnd, that he promifeth 
them Grace hereafter, who will not hearken 
to: his preſent Call; or that he will accept of 
them 41n. their ' own time. Thus we Jad, 
= He that being often reproved, hardeneth his 
neck, jhall ſuddenly be deſtroy'd, and.that with- 
out remedy, Prov. XXIX. 1-' Happy is the 
man that: feareth always; but he that hardeneth 
his heart, ſhall fall into miſc'ief, Prov + XV{1I. 
14. He that deſpiſeth he riches of God's good- 
neſs, and forbearance, and long-ſuffering , not 
knowing that the goodneſs of God leadeth him to 
repentance ,. after his hardneſs ani impeniteat 
heart, treaſureth up unto: himſelf wrath ag a;nſt 
the day of wrath, Rom. IH. 4; 5. Thole who 
liked not to retain God in their *nowledge, God 
gave them up to a reprobate mind, Rom:T. 28. 

ut. very: terrible indeed: are theſe following 
Sayings of the Holy Ghoſt in Scripture, Heb, 
V1. 4, &c: - 1+ is impoſſible for thoſe who were 
once enlightened, and have taſted of the heaven- 


ly gift; and were made. part akers of the Holy 


Ghoſt,” and have taſted the'good word of God, 
ani. the pomers of the world to come, if they 


L 3 (hall 
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 fhall fall. away, to renew them again vat rapent. 

Path ſeeing they crucify tathemſelues the Son 
of God freſh , 4nd put him to an open. ſhame; 
For the earth which drinketh in the. rain that 
cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet © 
for them by whom it is dreſſed, receiveth bleſſing. 
from God : but that, mhich beareth thorns and 
briers, 15 rejefted, and is nigh: unta; curſing; 
whoſe end is to be burned, Add hereunto that, 
other® place of the lame Epiſtle. Heh. XX 
26, Fc. If we fu wilfully after we. have re- 
cerved }be knowledg of the truth," there remains 
eth no more ſacrifice for ſin, but a certgin feare 
ful looking for of judgment and fiery. indignation 
which ſhall devour. the adverſaries. He that 
deſpifed Moſes's law, died without mercy undgs 
two or three witneſſes, of how much ſprer. Pts. 
wiſhment, ſuppoſe. 3e, ſhall he be thought worthy, 
who hath trodden under foot the Son off Giod, ama 
hath counted the bload of the Covenant, wheres 
with be mas ſanttified, an unholy. thing-; -aud. 
bath done' deſpight- unto the Spirit: of Grace# 
Tis true, theſe places of this Epiſtle are com» 
monly interpreted of Apoftacy from the Faith 
of Chriſt to Judaiſm or Idolatry ;, and it-may 
be they were ſome ſuch Apoftates. that gave 
the Apoſtle an occaſion of writing: this; yet 
think; that hardly any conſidering: man will 
deny, that they are to be-extended as well-to 
all choſe who reſo{utely lead a life quite: comr 
f Mer hits hc "tra 
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7/427 to the Goſpet of Chriſt; notwithſtanding 
that in words they pn themſelves to be 
Chriſftuns; ſeeing all ſuch. do equally, with 
the other,” deſpiſe and trample on the Goſpel 
and* Covenant of Chriſt. 'i he ſame Apoſtle, 
Heb. TIE. 7, &c. propounds unto Chriſtiaxs 
the Example of the 1/raelites in the Wilder- 
nefs,*to take warning by in this caſe. T's day 
if ye will hear his voice, hardes not your hearts, 
as in the provecation, in the aay of temptation 
inthe wilderneſs : When your fathers tempted 
me, proved me, and ſaw my works forty years. 
Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, 
and ſaid, They do always err in their heart ; and 
they have not known my ways. So I ſmare in 
my wrath, they ſhall not enter into my reſs. 
Take heed, brethren, leſt there be in any of you 
an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the 
living God : but exhort one another aaily, whilſt 


# is calPd to day ; left any of you be hardened 


through the deceitfulneſs of ſin. Let us'more- 
over read with trembling what we find to this 

arpoſe in the Firft Chapter of the Proverbs. 
There we ſhall ſee the method that God uſt» 
ally takes with Sinners. Firft, he gracioully 
and earneſtly z»vites them to Repentance, v.22, 
Flow lony ye fimple ones, will ye love fimpls- 
city; ' and the x wes delight in ſcorning , 
and fools hate knowledg ? Turn you at my re- 
Proof; Behold T will pour out my ſpirit unto you, 
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4 will make know umy woras unto JOu- But Sie 
ners turn their deaf ear.to this, and makeng 
hafte ro return, though they ſee God in haſte 
to do them good. How long ?: laith he. . "Tis 
yet tume enough, ſay they. ' But how, doth 
God reſent ſuch an Anſwer ? 4. 24- he tells 
them this ;. Becauſe 1 have called,' and ye refu- 
ſed; T have ſtretched out my hand, and no man 
regaraed : but ye have ſet at nought all my coun- 
[el, and would none of my reproof ;, 1 will alſo 
laugh at your calamity,' I will mock when your 
fear cometh. Well, but ſuppoſe they begin 
now at lat toconſider, what danger they are 
1n; and repenting of their ſimplicity , folly 
and obſtinacy, call upon God for help; hear 
now what God faith to this too ; v.28. Thep 
ſhall they call upon me, but I will not anſwer ; they 
ſhall ſeek me early, but they (hall not find me. 
For that they hated knowledg, and did not chuſe 
the fear of the Lord. They would none of my 
Fx jr , they deſpiſed my reproof ; therefore 
ſhall they eat of the fruit of their awn way, and 
te filled with their own devices. What faith 
Job of the Hypocrite, Job XXVIL. 9g. Will 
(od hear bis ery when. trouble cometh upon 
im? He asks the queſtion, and God himſelf 

hath anſwer'd it ; Ezet. VIIT. 18.. Though ' 
they cry in zine gars with a lond waice, 'yet will 
1 nat hear them. And ſaith Micah, cap. Ill, 
Br $6 FU Cp Ee JE (Pome ct 
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that time , -4s they. have bebaved themſelves il! 
##-thetr doings. .. Yea, faith God, Ifa. I. 15, 
When ye ſpread forth your haxds, T will bide 
mine eyes. from you., when ye make many prajers 
7. will not. hear... $0 the P/almiſt tells us it 
»fared with ſome : that he was too well ac- 


quainted with ; They cried, but there was none 


* "to [ave them ; even unto the Lord, but he an- 


ſwer'd them not. And all this is very juſt and 
equal; and Sinners cannot expect to find any 
better treatment with God ; Zech. VII. 13. 
As he cried, and they would not hear ; ſo they 
cried, : and I would-not hear , faith the Lord of 
boſts. Why ſhould he ? Muſt vile Sinners 
have the command of God's Ear ? And mult 
the glorious Majeſty of Heaven'and Earth 
wait on every filthy Wretch as long as he 
pleaſeth? and alway be ready at his beck, 
and come at his call ? Hath not God waited 
tobe gracious to us, begged and beſcech'd us 
from day to day, even from qur infancy-to 
this hour ;. and. muſt be yet be made to wait 
longer, and even as long.as we pleaſe ; and 
after we have {lighted his Fayours, and abu- 
{&d his Patience, and put what affronts we 
an upon his Divine Majeſty ; can we expeCtt 
that he ſhould not turn away from us in an- 
ger and indignation, and {wear in his wrath, 
that we ſhall not ſee his face, nor hear his 
voice any more? I conclude with thoſe words 

FTIR = a 
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of the Holy - Ghoſt; 2'Per. TI. 20. If after 
they' have eſcaped the pollutions of” the world 
through the knowledg of the Lora aud Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt; "they are again intangled thertin, 
and overcome; the latter end is worſe with then 
than the beginning. For 'it had been better fof' 
them not to have'known the way of righteouſyefs;, 
than after they have known it," to turn from the' 
holy commandment deliver d auto them. © 

When ſuch Scriptures as theſe are well cons 
fider'd, we ſhall find, that a'man hath great 
reaſon to doubt, whether a /ate Repent ance 
will be accepted or no. ' Wonderful indeed is 
the Infinite Goodneſs of God to'Sinners; hg 
doth' often wore; but never Jefs than he pro- 
miſeth ; and*he-doth often a great deal /eſ$ 
than he threatneth, and granteth unto us that 
time of repentance, which we had no reafon 
ro expe& from him: but whilſt we magnify, 
as' we are bound, the Patience, and Long- 
ſuffering of God ; 'we mult take heed how'we 
forget his '«#fice and Truth; or how we ſpeak 
fo of thoſe, that we know not how to recon- 
cile what wefay of themwith what he hims 
felf hath faid of theſe. A very late Convert 
may be at laſt converted, and upon his /ate 
conver fiou fhall be accepted : and I dare not 
ſay, that if he do not come'1n at the fr 'or 
ſetond call, the door of Salvation ſhall be ſhur - 
againſt him. I dare not fay poſitively, _— 

| "oo 


of delaying Repertance. 163: 


Gad will never, grant Repentance unto life;to 
any one, whahath a lopg tie delay'd his Rex 
pentance, after he is convinced of the neceſſity: 
ob it ; or ta-keep the Commandments of God, 
after: he hath _coveranted and engaged himfelt 
in-his Baptiſm:{ora. do ; or after he hath been 
often put: ini mind of his Engagement , and 
hath bad many, marzizgs ta. do: his acknow- 
ledged duty ; yeay.or that hath preſumpruouſty 
delay'd his Repentance, purpoſing, and hoping 
far--t52xe, to.-repent afterward; . I know: nov 
haw much mercy God-may have in ſtore, 
that be: hath/not acquainted-us-with : but: E 
dare: not: .ze/y upon what I know. not of. :L 
know not whit extraordinary Fhings God's ins 
finite goodneſs. may bring-toi pals ; but:be++ 
_ cauſe. they-are. extraordznary, 1 dare not wenr; - 
ture: Cr a thing as my-Salvation upon; 

them, {eeing-what/is extraordinary, may, for - 
qught I know, never, be. Becauſe: God 2x-: 
traordinarily ted- the. Iſraelites with Manna y. 
 andcantred me fotooit he pleaſe; I dare.nor 
neglect my common Bread when T may have 
it, in expectation of ſuch another Miracle. 
And I cannot ſee, but it is: altogether. as 
fooliſh a thing as that would be; to preſume; 
on-:the extraordinary tavours of 'God to long» 
| smpenitent Sinners; neglecting to follow: the; 
common Rules of holy life, and of keeping in/ 
God's favour, which he hath given me in' his: 

| Word, 
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Word. - Shall we negleCt: the: expreſs Condi-, 


tions of his gracious Promiſes, preſuming on» 


an extraordinary thing never. promiſed, whicty 
is, that the zhing promiſed {hall 'be given-to. 
him, that" never obſerved the Condzetions on:; 
which it was promiſed fo be:given? If we res! 
pent when we. are called tot, and continue 
all our life-long 1a a: fate of Repent ance, 're-: 
penting always of our {ins as'we commit and! 
diſcover them, and endeavouring as muchas! 
we can to avoid them for the-future-;- we-may* 
be very ſure:of mercy and acceptance; bes 
caule it is promiſed to all that doſo. But this! 
I molt confidently ſay , T hat he who being- 
call'd often to repentance, wiltully'delayethat' 
from-:tims togtime; thinking it! always ſoon! 
enough to leave oftafinning{hereafter, andito- 
ſerve Cod towards :the endo; his life; and) 
that his repentance.will. come-time- enough: 


then to find acceptance ; reckons,cas we ſay, 


' without his. Hoſte;+ and” preſumeth on that: 
which he cannat find that God-hath promiled: 
him; andtherefore hath cauſe-enough totear: 
that his repentance may come too lats, - and it 
will:not prove-the Repentance)which- God 
made the condition of his Promiſe 2 eſpecially, 
when he conſiders withal, how God-hathiex+ 
preſs'd his diſlike of all delays, and what ſe+ 
vere things he hath ſaid againſt: the delaying 
Sinner 1n. his. Word.. (Is it\not ftrange, that 
hy? one 
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one who ſees:that there is no promiſe of Salya- 
tiohbut to the penitent liver ; and hears many 
Fhreatnings denounced againſt ſuch. as delay 
to-accept of the Invitation of God to repen- 
tance; ſhould-yet be confident, that-after 
he hath by his wilful delays, declared as much 
as-a man can do-without ſaying it with his 

mouth, that he hath no mind at all to ſerve 

God, but accounts any little portion of his 

time, not knowing how ſhort it will prove, 
enough, if not too much*for him ; he ſhall 

yet be accepted of God at laſt, and rewarded 
by: him too? He holds out as long as he can 
againſt God, and yet hopes that God will 
readily *grant him his own terms, when he. 
can-hold out.no longer. _ 

-: Lwould to God we could be perſuaded to 
conſider a little impartially with our ſelves, 
what kind of thing-ſuch a /ate Repentance, af- 
ter long and wilful delays, is like to prove : ef- 


' pecially whenit hath been delay*d till our laſt 


ſickneſs, and we begin to fear:we have but 
ſome 'few days, or weeks at moſt, to live. 
W hat reaſon can we find to-perſuade us, to 
think ſuch a Repentance to be the true Re-- 
pentance, to which Pardon and Salvation are 
promiſed ? When we would by no means be 
rfuaded to repent ſo long as we ſaw it pros 
bablewe might live ſome-years longer, how 1s 
1t umaginable that we-then repent upon _ 
MN, other 
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other motive ,-than- a preſent: fear of ſpeedy 
damnation? And can thisbethought a fav 

Repentance ? God's great-/ove and Kindnt 
a thouſand ways exerciſed | towards us ;' Hig 
Soveregn Authority over us,and Commands laid 


ypon-us ; His Mercy-and Bownty, His Woot 4 
and Beſeechings, His Invitations and Promiſesy 


| the wonderful /ove of ouri.Bleſſed ] n's = 
witneſſed by his Humiliation, Suffering s, an 
bloody Death; for our Redemprion ; nay;-alt 


the moſt dreadful Threatnings of. an Almirhty 


and moſt Reghteous offended'God againſt is 
tent Sinners, had no force at all upon us, 


fo long as we had either \ vs; or health;*os 


proſperity : Nothing could prevail with us,till 
we found our ſelves declining \apace towards 
the Grave, and fear'd we were jaft aboat to 
ſink down into Hel/: and'what elſe could it 
be that then:pur us upon thoughts of repent-< 
ing more than at other-times,. but fear of bes 
ing tormented ? And then what'can our Res 
peatance at ſuch a'time fignify more rhan this) 
'That as we had always loved our Sin better 
than God, asilong as we were in a capacity of 
enjoying it; fo:now that we cannot enjoy it 
any longer, and fear we are/going' to- be pts 
niſhd for it,though we love'it as well asevery 
and would act it over again, were we able3 


yet. we are ſorry we have been fo fooliſh, as - 


to:/bring our. ſelves 1nto-this danger thar we 
” now 


—_— as. a _ a 


| 
) 
1 
= 
G 


of delaying  Repentiance. 165 
now-apprehend our ſelves to be in.' ' And ſee- 
ing-'we can have no- more pleaſure in this 
World, which we are now leaving much 
againit our will ; yet we love our eaſe ſtill, 
and are willing to do what, we can to eſcape 
Eternal Pains, 'and we ſtarffe at the thoughts 
of going impenitent, as we have always been, 


" $0-meet with our provoked Judge in the 


ether: World ;/ and we would fain ſtep back 
again from the mouth of Hell; and therefore 
wefall a praying and begging God with ſad 
ſighs, and forrowful tears, either to pardon 
us, and take us to Heaven, if we muſt g6 
hence; or elſe to ſpare 'us'a-while* longer ; 
which if he will do, we reſolve to/ live in 
obedience to his Laws as long as: we live? 
Are not moſt MaleftaQtors thus pemtent, af- 
ter a ſevere Sentence is given, and they ſee 
no remedy but it muſt be preſently executed: 
upon them ? And yet it is not becauſe'their 
hearts-are chaxged, but becauſe they are ters 
rified with the puniſhment they-are to bear 
not: that they are on a ſudden fala inlove with 
a:vertuous life, but becauſe they muſt now 
liveno longer. : How a man ſhould attain to 
ſuch a degree of confidence, as+to hope that 
God will accept' of a Repeatance which-is 
not-at all tor his ſake, but merely for our”. 
own ;z; which hath nothing of the /ave of God 
or: Goodpzeſs. nit , but only: aifear of Fudge" 
ment 
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ment and Hell-fire ;* no change'at all of our 
fedtions from Sin to Holineſs, from Earth t6 
Heaven, from our carnal Setves, to God; but 
only a change of our Seturity into Fear, and'of 
-our Pleaſure into Sorrow; and it may be'of 
our Mixds into a very ſeriow' Reſolution to live 
better, if we ſhall live any longer ; and that 
* merely becauſe we are afraid that we ſhall live 
no longer : how any one ſhould think ſuch a 
forced Change as this, an acceptable Repentance, 
I muſt confeſs I know not}, unleſs he have 
forgotten, not only his 'Bible, but his Rea: 
ſor to0. | "26 


There are ſome things, as' ſeful as they 


are eaſie, to be obſerved in dying People, who 
have ſpent their days in wickedneſs. And 1 
think they are enough to afright any one from 
thinking any longer of having the. benefit of a 
Death-bed Repentance. Ww'2 6 ae Hr 


Firſt, It is too ealie to obſerve, That often 
ſuch a Sinner*s Coxſcience is quite dead within 
him ( I ſpeak of ſome, not of all )' a long 
time before he dieth, and never reviveth'as 
gain {0 long as he liveth. He is given upto 
a reprobate mind, and his heart turn'd to ſtone, 
and nothing that ſhould move him to Re- 
pentance can make any impreſſion upon 1t. 
Yea, 'tis ſumewhat a rare thing, to ſee an 
ola, habitual; cuſtomary Sinner” ever come tO' 

| any 
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| any true /exſe of Religion, his Duty, his Sin, | 


or his. Daxgey ; or ever to concern himſelf ar 
all about Eternity. Even upon his Death-bed, 
whatever care he takes about his Body, Eftate 
and, Family , his Soul ſeems as much forgot- 
ten by him, as if he had none at all to. take 
care of, It is no uncommon thing to ſee an 
old Sinner die thus wnconcerned what ſhall be- 
come of hum. | 
Secondly, Tt is as eafie to obſerve in ſome 
of theſe dying Perſons, who ſeem to make 
ſome little ado about their future State when 
they are about to die ; that though they are 
deſirous of good Advice, and fend for the Mz- 
niſter to talk to them, and pray for them; 
and confeſs to him ſome few of their moſt 
notorious Faults; yet are they the confidenteſt 
Perſons in the World of their pardoz; *tis not 
eafie to perſuade them that their caſe is very 


dangerous ; but after they have confeſs'd they 


are great Sinners, and have. been pray'd for, 
as. though all were done; they paſs off the 


Stage of this World as unconcernedly, as if 
' they had never ated any ull part thereon. 


Thirdly, It hath been very-often obſerv'd, 
that thoſe of them who in ſome very dange= 
rous ſickneſs have made more ado than ordi- 
nary, have cried out very bitterly of their 
paſt wickedneſs and folly ; have ſhed many 


tears, and poured out many earneſt Prayers, 
M and 


170 The Sin and Danger. 


and have made many Vows to God, and Pro- 
miſes to Men of leading a new and holy life, 
if God would reſtore them to health ; have 
yet very ſhortly after their recovery, forgotten 
all this, as if it had never been; returning 
with the Dog to his vomit, and with the 
Sow that was waſhed, to her wallowing in 
the mire. Shewing plainly, that though 
they might be in earzeſt, yet was 1t but for 
fear ; and how little credit 1s to be giyea to 
{uch forced Repentances ! 

Fourthly, *Tis to be obſerved, That what- 
ever elſe theſe o/d and hardened Sinners are, 
wont” to do upon their Death-beds, which 
may look like repentance; they are not eaſt] 
perſuaded to confeſs any very foul Sin, whict 
15 not {o zotorious, that they cannot deny it ; 
and then too, it ſhall be excuſed as well as 
they can, inftead of being aggravated as it 
ought to be. With much more difficulty can 
they be perſuaded ro make reſtitution of all. 
they have 1ll gotten, or ſo much as to confeſs 
their Frauds, and wicked Arts of injuring 0+ 
thers. Rarely do they ſend for thoſe whom 
they have offended, humbling themiclves, con- 
Zeſſeng their Faults, begging theirpardon, and 
making them all the Teriefaffion they can be» 
fore they die. And what kind of Penitents 
are thelc ? 


Lifth, 
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Laftly, Tf any of theſe o!d4 Sinners at laſt . 
be rouch'd to the quick, and pricked at the 
heart with a ſharp ſenle of their ſinful Vile- 
neſs; it is not hard for the malicious and 
cunning Tempter, to bring them into deſpair, 
ſoas it ſhall be impoſſible for any one to come 
fort them, and in vain to counſel them. Their 
own loxg-abuſed Conſciences do now begin to 
revenge themſelves uponthem, for neglecting 
them ſd long ; and they know *tis ſo juſt a 
thing for God now to ſerve them, as they 
have ſerved him, that they conclude it in vain 
to ſeek for Pq: rag and mercy. ,He that ſtands 
by the Bed-ſide of theſe old Sinners, when 
they are on their laſt Bed ; may eaſily obſerve 
all this that I have faid of them : and that bur 
a few of them, in compariſon, die ſo, as that 
one has any great encouragement to ſay their 
repentance Was any thing elſe, but the grief 


and zemorſeof a heart oppreſs'd with fear of 


imminent danger , whereinto they find thems 
ſelves brought by their own folly and per- 

verſeneſs. | 
It is eaſie on the other ſide to obſerve the 
death of the r7uly pious Chriſtians to differ very 
much from the death of this ſort of men ; I 
mean, as often as in their ſickneſs they have 
time and freedoms of mind to ſhew what kind 
of ſpirit they are of. In many reſpeCts, as 
the one dieth, fo dieth the other : theſe may 
| M 2 P be 
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be cut off by a ſudden ſtroke, they may die of 
a diſtra ting. or ſtupifying Diſeaſe, as well as 
the other ; and the frame of their hearts is to 
be ſeen only in their /fe, and-not in their 
death. However, only thoſe few dying Per- 
ſons, who have in their health conſcientiouſly 
cndeavour'd to /zve a truly Chriſtian life, and 
have their Repentance not to begzz, but only 
to finiſh with theit life-upon their Death-bed, 
 ſhew, if they have z7me, and frenpth, and li- 
berty to ſhew it, that they die indeed like ſox- 
cere Chriſtians + For either they end their days 
of trouble in-much ſpiritual joy and comfort, 
reflecting {weetiy on the mighty powers of 
Divine Crace , whereby they have been car- 
ried vidtorionſly through all the Temptations 
of the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh, and 


ia the raviſhing expectation of entring ſpee- 


dily into the joy of their Lord : Or being 
Perſons of render Conſciexces , and deeply 
- wourded in {pirit with the ſenſe of all their 
own imperfeitions and failings, they ſhew all 
the ſigns of an humble, broken and contrite 
heart ; and cloſe up their time with the Pray- 
ers and Tears, Sighs and Groans of a devout 
Soul, longing to be made perfealy holy in 
Heaven with God ; and endeavouring to that 
end, thus to compleat and perfet all their Re- 
pentazces on Earth, | 


Some 
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Some will poſſibly ask, Tf there be ſo little 
truſt to be put in a very late, and Death-bed 


' Repentance, Why the Minifters of Chriſt , 


when they are call'd to afliſt the Sick, do {o 
earneſtly exhort even the moſt notorious Sin- 
zers, Who have ſpent their whole time paſt in 
wickedneſs, to repent of their ſins; and com- . 
fort them with the promiſes of Salvation, if 
they do repent ? 

This Queſtion, T confeſs, deſerves to Fe 
confider'd ; both that the Miniſter may take 
heed that he go not beyond his Commiſſion in 
comforting the Sick ; and. that we may all 
learn in due. time, how far we may build and 
' rely on ſuch Comforts as men in ſuch a caſe 
can adminiſter unto us. And therefore I 
here in anſwer to it, fay theſe things. 


Firſt, We very earneſtly. exhrt the worſt 
of Sinners, even to the /aſt gaſp, to repent of 
their ſins ; becauſe, though we cannot afſure 
them, that God will now at the laſt hour ac- 
cept of their late Repentance, ſeeing he hath 
no-where, as was faid before, declared that 
he will ; and though, by reaſon of what 1s 
faid in his Word concerning his ordinary me- 
thod of dealing with Sinners, we are rather 
afraid that he will not : Yet we do not know 
the depth of God's Mercy, nor the riches of 
kis Infinite Goodneſs ; nor what he may be 
M 3 pleag'd 
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pleas'd to do in anextraordingry Way, if Sins 
ners at laſt ule extraordinary endeavours. And 


if by ſuch Motives, and Arguments, and: 


Prhers as we can-uſe, God ſeem to; work 
mightily on the {pirit of the dy;»g Sinner ; 
though we dare..not» aſſure him of the life 
which God hath not promiſed to-a Death-bed 
Repentance,, | and therefore we. cannot be 
{ure that he wi give it: yet darewe not-leave 
him-to deſpair, becauſe we know not but God 
may | g1Ve It, | 1 | ; 

- Secondly, We therefore exhort the,worf of 
dying finners to Repentance, and' declare un- 
to them the gracious and comfortable Promi- 


ſes which God.in Chriſt hath made-to all true - 


Penitents ; becauſe God hath commanded. us 
to Preach Repentaxce, unto ſ{inners; without 
exception ; and herein, as we obey, fo we imi> 
tate-our Lord and Maſter Þ Bs us CH KIiST, 
who cealed not:to invite all ſinners to Repen- 
tarce, or to promiſe good things tothe Pent- 
tent, even when he who' knew the: hearts of 
all men, knew that many of them to whom 
he \Preach'd, would neyer- repent, - nor -be- 
come | capable of the good- things promiſed. 
God hath bidden-us exhort to Repentance-; 
but he hath not told-us, 'That we are to ceaſe 
from exhorting any one that will hear us, ſo 
. long aSheliveth. We cannot! therefore ex- 


render 


 euſe our {clves, if. we. do not. all we: can to 
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render them who will not repent, inextu/able ; 
it will not be ſafe for us to leave them thisPlea, 
That they wanted any Means or Helps at, any 
zime, that we could afford them. 
" Thirdly, We hold on to exhort, even to 
the /aft, becauſe how near unto Death ſoever 
the ſinner may ſeem tobe, we know that the 
Lordof Life and Death can raiſe him up a- 
in; and we know not but he may do ſo,and 
et him live yet longer, to complear the Repene 
tance which may now be begun. God'is plea» 
{ed ſometimes by ſevere Chaſtifemernts; and 
heavy Afiitions, to awakefinners to Repen- 
tance; who had lived in fin” ſecurely, many 
years; and now when the' ſinner {eeth him- 
elf at the P's brink, and Helt opening its 
mouth to ſwallow him up, he may poſſibly 
think it fit to hearken to counſels of ſafety; * 
cho no more can 'be ſaid, but poſſibly he may 
yer be {aved. We know'not, but now he may 
enter upon a Repentance, which tho it would 
do him no node.” ſhould he now dye, may 
_ "prove unto Salvation, if he ' recover,- and - 
live to bring forsh the fruits of it ; which God 
 b yetabletomakehim do, and hath not told 
' us that hewill notdo, © $ 
_ »*Lafth, Wetothe very om to Re- 
-pentance, and'mind dying finners of the Prg- 
miſes of God to Penitents ; becauſe that whe- 
ther it will then avail to Salvation, or no; yet 
M 4 WS 
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we are ſure enough itcan.dothem.no hurt; Te 
is certainly. their duty to.repert,.and ours:t 
exhort them toit ; and as it would hurt us to- 
negf&& our duty, ſo can it not-laurt, them to 
be.minded of. theirs ; For ſinners to be made 
ſenſible of their fins, and of this aggravation 
of them, That they have deſpiſed, rhe Come 
forts and Promiſes of Mercy to the Penitent, is 
a good thing, whatever the-end may be .of 
ſuch ſinners. . God is,glorified by mens being 
brought to. a ſen/e and acknowledgment of his 
Authority. and Goodneſs ,, and of their:own 
Wickedneſs. and Baſeneſs, by their confelſing, 
That in all chat.is brought upon them,: he 2s 
righteons,and they are wicked. By. mens acknow- 
ledging at laft, That God. hath been always 
* good, elpecially.in his great Patience and long. 
forbearance. hitherto ; /and that he, is now very 
juſt in his Puniſbments, for our obltinacy, glo- 
r3.is givento God. And this ought to be done ; 
and if this will not qualifie ſinners for Pardon 
and Salvation, tis however; a part of. their 
duty, and.may, for ought we know, avitizate 
the Severity of their Sentence, and /eſſex their 
Torments, - - | E-SIQUU - * 

' .,, But now after this is faid, it isa very ſad 
, thing, that men ſhould by wilfsl delays bring. 
Fes into j- uncomfortable condition. 

ind it isa very affliting thing to every , 
| Miniſter of Giri, to ſtand by the "w 

i 0 
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of thoſe dying-/perſons-to whom-he is able to 
q/, no-more-Comfort than all-this amounts 

to... For firſt, He can ſpeak no Comfort at all, to 
the ſick perſon, but upon ſuppoſitzos that Ne is, 
what he finds too much cauleto fear heis not, 
a ſincere Penitent ; and this is very ſad. And /e- 
condly, He can ſpeak no Comfort, but on ſup- 
poſition of ſuch a Repentance as the ſick per- 
fon himſelf cannot k»ow, ( without ſome ex- 
fraordinary means ) that he now hath ; and 
therefore cannot tell how to apply the Comfort 


_ tohimſelf. And thisis very ſad again. 'The 
Simmcerity of ones ace cannot ordinarily 
be known to himſelt, but by the frairs of it 
19 a-holy Life; and » he that's now | 


-dying, can never know 1t. It is only ſuch a Re- 
pentance as would produce Holineſs of Life, 
if the ſick perſon ſhould recover, that is Re- 
pentance to-Saluation ; and when the ſinner 
on his Death-bed calls' to mind how often his 
heart hath in this point decezved him ; when 
heremembers how his /ove.to ſin hath hither- 
to conquer d all ſuch Purpoſes and Reſolutions 
of holy living ; how often he hath heretofore 
.. upon the ſame, or ſome other occaſſox, very 
ſeriouſly ( as be thought) reſolved, as now he 
doth, and yet never _ his Reſolution ; how 
{hall:he'be able to aflure himſelf, Phat 'he 
would keep it any better now, ſhonkd he yet - 


live? -- 


I hope 
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I hope what hath been already faid;, 
abundantly enongh to: convince us all, both 
tlatza finner can never repent too ſoon, and 
that he may drive it off till ir be tov late. And 
therefore (ceing Repentance is altogether ne- 
cellary to'Salvation, it is a work that requires 
great Haſte, and admits of no Delay. 


— _ WI - —_—— — 


: Ld was. 
: 


j 
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5329" what we lave now proved, it may 
be too eafie, T fear, for :many of s'to 
refleQ very ſadly upon our ſelves. - "xe is Ces . 
rainly, if theſ e[c tans be {o'as hath been'faid, 
hi high Us, for us all to'think; what we have 
0ing all ihe -while we have already 11: 
 p d, th "world, thar'we' may know what 
we have yet to do, before we' go out of it. 
Tis high time for for us to remember; That we 
miſt all} appear fire the Judgment: ſeat of Chriſt, 
that every ane may receive the things done, 
in: his body, according tathat he hath done, _ 
ankfl be 00d or bad, 2 Cor. V. 0. We muſt 
ppear, t that" 5 certain there is no flinchin 
o La ion ; alof us, without exception 3 and: 
chere will God render to every man actor dihi 6 
his deeds, Rom. IT. 6. When we call this" to 
mind; do we n6t think” our ſfelves:concern'd 


to enquire, How we are prepared to wg | 
Or 


for our ſelyes,at thee moſt dreadful Fribunal? 


j 

P 

1 

þ 

N 

; 

| # 
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Welce;. that according toour deeds or beha- 


_ viqur4n-the body, or whilſt we here live;-{o 
_ we: muſt -thenibe 'doom'd to receive; either. 


Eternal Reward, or Eternal: Puniſhmeat ; as 
is elſewhere plain enough, Are we able to 
plead for ourſelves, That we have lived a lits 
of Repentance, Faith,and new Obedience? Then 


_ all will be well; through the rich Mercy of 


God, and Merits of our Bleſſed ] ES WS, 
Eternal Lite-is aſſured unto us. Bur if we. 
cannot; plead this, what will become of. us 2 
Know we how ſoon we muſt dye, or how we 
muſt dye?. As wedye, fo muſt we riſe tothe, 
Tuggwent: If we dyebefore we have lived a 
life of holineſs, our deeds have: been micked;; 
and according tothem, we ſhall receive 5xdig+ 
nation aud wrath, tribulation andanguiſh-;; this: 
15 the reward of- all that :do:ewvel. Wilb it 
excuſe us to-ſay, Lord,”we havelived wick- 


_ edly/tis true, but we were:forry-forit when 


we ſaw our ſelves like to'dye, andreſolved to; 
livea better life, if thou wopldfthave ſpared; 
us-a; while: longer? Or will-it ſuffice us. to 
ay, Lord, wewerealways reſolved'to repent; 
and:to /zye well, but thou .didfticut us off: by: 
death, before we had begaz:todo as'wehadi 
reſolved ; if thou, radar; 7 have let us live: 
longenough ? Alas, enough hath been alrea-- 
dy {aid, to convince us of the folly of pleading 
2 | thus ; * 


. | 1 | / 
» X "0 : . ey wk 4 
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thus ;;:and iteoncerns'us' to grow'wiſer very 
. quickly; for we know not how lirtletime we 
havetoilearn Wiſdom in.” We'can many of 
usfay already, That our 'Glaſs'is'almoſt run* 
out ; and he whoſe Glaſs is but newly turn'd 
up, dotl-hot know how few Sandsare yer to 
run, C're-itftopfor ever. Wethat grow old, 
know, That if we have not repefited;” it's: 
more than full-time for us to begin ; forbegin'* - 
now'as foori as we will, we are fure it Ae: | 
late; and a late Repentance 1sa very uncertain” 
thing totruſt'to. If we have nothb _— ; 
a delay, loſt our Salvation, it may be feard 
we have quite loſt the Comfort of being ſure 
of it as long as we'live. They who are young, . 
cannotbut know, 'That every day they live,” 
they grow older 5 what any day adds to the” 
timepaſt,. ſo-much it takes from- the time to 
come; and-the more they'have lived, the leſs 
they have tolive ; 'and they are always' igno- 
rant, whether they have aday more to live or_ 
+ no.;. If then the/young whtfvn have not yet” 
repented, 'tis high time for him too, now to” 
_ If he ſtay any longer, his Repentance 
wilt be late too, and ſo'much the leſs comfor- 
table; and poſſibly it may be too late; for it” 
istet} to one he ſhall dye before he be old ;'and-* 
if*not,, why ſhould he grudge himſelf the. 
beſt of Comforts in O/d Ape, a Conſcience that” 
cat teltifie«that he hath: repented, and _— a6. 3 
| God's 
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God's | 4 67 Oi from-kis youth up till'- 
rhen 2, I doubt got; bur av we be old: 
or, JOnGs Ws we are-{o well ſatisfied, atleaſt ma-. 
that Repentance 1s neceſſary to Sal-' 
RES we would got willingly dye with-' 
out ir, And we could not be ſoeafie within 
ourſelyes,as we are, did we not either think 
our ſelves. already penirent, or preſume we 
 ſhallbe ſo ſometimee're we go hence.  Iſhall 
| refore now cloſe. this Diſcourſe with a ne- 
cy "Caution: left we miſtake that ifor Re- + 
which is not ; and an earneſt Ex» 
rtation tO to make more haſte tore pent. 


Lo Let.us take heed that we be not miſta- 
| ken,mn this great and neceſſary.duty. A-mi-/ 
ſtake in amatter of ſogreat importance; is ve- : 
ry; apgerous, and, I tear, ascommon, as dan- | 
F <= '1 
per us to 0 
fr like- ys for it, becauſe we 


Tus or a Swearer, ora F, arnicator;; Or 


'L Adulterer, or any Prophane and Debauch'd __ 


ſon, chuſe. but, be ; ſenſible-thar he: breaks the 
Laws of .God, which there:he reads? We are: 
ſometimes a little; *roubled in'our minds for 
ſucle fans, and: are /orty that we: have beers 
guilty of them, and thigmoves ustofall down” 
on our knees,.and cofeſs them-to God, and'to 
beg his Pardon: tor them, and topromiſe we 
wall no. more commit them. And it may be; 
wearethen.in good earneſt, and ſeriouſly puts 
_ poſetoperform our Promiſes and we teceive 
the Sacrament upon it,.and {0 feat up our Re- 

peurance 3 and {0 .our hearts are-at-reſt;; arid: 
we conclude our Peace-is made-;i-and by this' 
haſty Concluſion, we leave the moſt confidera- 
blepart.of the work-undone;; and' we grow 

t09;.1990 confident; ever tobe {ure _ atad phos 

ſame. {o quickly, That our condition is good; 
. that, we never.,ule Dzligence- enough to:make 
It good... He that thinks his Repent quite” 
tini{h'd, ſoilong: as.helives;-is deceiv'd :* Its: 
the work»of qur.life,, and-is -not fini{h' but 

wil it.;; Whenever it was begun, it muſt 

continue till we dye 2. And it implies all this 
that herefollows,. which ſeems to/beroolitrle: 
chought on by: many, whio- think themſelves 
true Penitents. "6H 


Fir/t, I here mult be a very ſerious reſolut+ 
onto live'a Godly Life after the Commandments 
off oor And ſich azeſolution ſuppoſerhadue 


Corfu 


deration of {uchahings as are the proper: 
Mo» 
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.  motivests it- A manmuſteonſ{iderthe Na- ' 
ture of God; and his.own- nature as he is*mar, 
made inthe [mage of God;; whence it became 
his natural tos continue Holy as God is 
He. mult conſider God's Abfo/ate As- 
thority over” himi as'his\ Creator,” Owner, Go- 
wernour and Preſerver; and the'natural obl- 
zations that are upon-him as-God's Creature, 
to-Serve-and Honour - him according -to his 
will. He muſt conſider that” the deſign of his 
Creation was, that God might 'Glorifie his 
own Goodneſs in making/him a Creature ca- 
- Pablei of underſtanding» fo 'much'iof God as 
- might..cnable; him to-G/orife Godion Earth, 
and be Bleſſed iv the enjoyment of 
God forever.” Allthis muſt make him /exſible 
both how1le and degererate,how unworthy and 
wretched, /how filthy, arid how miſerable, Sin- 
ning agai d hath made-him: And how 
{o long as hecontinues/1n this Sinful ſtate, he 
can:have no hope ever to-be Happy, but muſt 
lieunder the Wrath of God: 'and unleſs he be 
renewed unto Holineſs; the Carſe which God 
laid-on'Sianers, which is that of Eternal For-' 
. ments, muſt needs fall upon/him. "He: muſt © 
conſider the admirable Love of God in ſending 
him-in this his Sinful and Miſerable State, a 
Saviour to redeem him«+from OY 
the Sacrifice: of hisown moſt Precious B o 


a 


— 
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and toinvite him by his Goſpel toi Repens ace 
and Faith, and Echo 
of | his'Holy Spirit of -Grace to'reſtore him to 
Holineſs, and to fit. him-for the benefits of 
Redemption , the Pardoz of his Sins, and 
Eternal Happineſs with God in his Kingdom 
of Glory. © 'Such conſiderations as-theſe muſt 
in us a deepand humble ſenſe of ourvile- 
wh and wretchedneſs ; a godly ſorrow for beha» 
ving our ſelves fo unworthily. towards God, 
finking much | below the dignity which. he 
gave us; a holy Shame and indignation a- 
 gainſt our ſelves for this; ajudging and con- 
demmning our {elves as worthy to periſh, and to | 
be puniſhed everlaſtingly ; and a moſt ear- 
| neſt deſire: of God's Mercy and. Favour;:a 
firm belief of all-that he hath already done: for 
us-in Chriſt; fervent Prayer for the renewing 
and ſanQifying Grace of the Holy.-Ghoſt, to 
qualifie-us fora full Pardon and eternal Sabva- 
tion :» And /aftly, an unfeigned reſolution to 
endevvour henceforward to mortifie all our 
laſts "to reſiſt all temptations to Sin; to' uſe 
all-the'means of Holineſs, 'to Serve God ac- 
 cordingtothe rules of the Goſpel; and {ſo.do- 
ing, *£0caſtour ſelves upon the Mercy of God 
through» the-merits:of our 'Bleſſed Saviour. 
. Now'all'this.1s but our firſt. entrance into'a.  '| 
ſkate of Repentance,,' which. is allo-the only: 
Swe of Subvation 0n+ Earth. This. is that 
k TOE ; | which | 


tia Ne lift Cafe dan 
cannot thiak-well of. our ſelves, qr. value 


have a; any kifpe: or 
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hoſe we. eo pray for-che par 
fon. of 0 GE eeret Bhs. And: tiete fir; 
e ſenſe. of our numerous Toficmiries: muſe 
make us continually more” ahd thiote' houble 
and vile in our own eyes, 'and takedown all 
thr confidence. we are too 4 apt to have of our 
ore and more convince us of the'ne>. 
Bn a fend us to God to implore, 
in 64 moſt humbleand fervent mantier;:his 
: ngth in our weakneſs. And ſecondly, We 
qught.to ezve glory to God in hambling out 
ſelves {3 jaw the World; and con our 
whole behaviour, that we eſteem of our elves 
as vile Sinners, unworthy of God's Bl 
and ſuch as think itbecomtes us to humble out 
elves toall whom'wehave offended, 'tomake 
all the fatisfa&ion we can, to 25k them 
orgiveneR, and beg; their Prayers to God for 
his forgiveneſs of us, it: 
-(.1 4 this 1: doth neceſſril ay revplied: in the Dury 
f Repen Den ow eaſle is it then #6 
6 at ings a think themſelves' Peni- 
Fe, A fhrgng 


£ ken intheirduty ? - Yea; how 
; F worlt' prorht Nm far better thanthemoſt 


who ſeth to be Perſons not-of 
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- tanbe 18-1 Its) no leſs chan hath;been faid;; 
So: that:no, one that hath /not, well confliered; | 
ahd-1 edly- reſolved, and is not oe 
careful ro avoid Sin,” and lead a holy life ; no 
one that loueth/not God more than all things 
or that-heterh'not Sin more than all Evils;” 
one that.is not more defiroxs to honour God, 
than to*pleaſe himſelf; none that examines 
not his own heart and his ways often, 'or that 
ftudierh not the Word of God conſtantly,” 6t 
{buns nor+ all ' Temptations: *carefully, or 
reſiſts them not ſtoutly ; none that is proud of 
binafelf, or is not ys and bumblingly ſenſs 
> of his own vilene none that contraueth 

a any kvown (in, or wilfuly and ordinaril; 
pets: ft any knownduty ; 'none, I ſay, that 
labours not; as much -as he can, to be a good 
_ Chriſtian inall things according to the'Gofpe! 
of Chriſt, is to account himſelf a true- Peak 
rent. 

'2. And now, if we find fot our ſolves? trix 
Penitents et, ket us, aswe'value'G6 3 
agur, -and oyr own HYD, make haſte - 
be ſo.* Oh what a wretched piece of Hong 
It'tO to.calt our whole happinels upon! n 
uacertainty | What an unaccountable mat 
nefs is it, inſtead of making our Calling and 
: Bleftion _ to make them every day. w 
live more;and more uncertain to-us? Ts this 
al ghe kjnilbels that we cay afford ons. Ky, 

,” 'N-3 | that | 


I Jo. "The Sin it Danger | 
PK: we. . will ab vent ao IAN 7 boy 5 


ever, t 


Q tim 
preveng.it.?. Had HA ns 
LOT Torments, than to 
?. For a little beuciſh Þ 


Pone hone have to.day, we are i We 


have. to. morrow, the 
ynexpreſlible. Peers of Eter In which WE 
may: make ſure of to.d wk but. make. BEG 

doubtful: JOU ». Bia we lay x make ſure x 
them to; day s Whether we ſhall fore Bag 


YR a ; 
any of Us. jen HAY £26 ett og will be X 
pon us, and ghers wm T5 Ag entrance 
for us a. Heaven £.. Why then w mi- 
tate the, fooliſh Virgins, and. rather er to 
ſeep away the opportunity, than ſeek to have 
r Lamps farnih'd with Qz/ in due ſeaſon? 
if f we. be en, WAY we know it wil 
bein Ws to cry, Lord, Lord, apen an- 

70 (8; bp it's ry wall be FRY dyes 
I [4,9pto.y0u, 1 know you not, Marth. XXY. 
yn haſe who have,worn the Devil's Li- 
Fry. fo Na , Chriſt will not own at lalt. tex 


Mt A pa 8 


-A thi 
SEES 
Wears 1 great 


HOO: 


of. delaying Repentazce. T5 T 
oF: E EE hel when” tis Noh 


ety 
fully Sond 


OD 


the Sin0d Dang 


ES Re —» 4 whic 
= ow Pre, 2 9k. Coirek 


Fl | om 


iQ jmagins 3 
GA SS ener an 


of delaying Repent ance. 


f egos encer into! "What haſte 
would: we then be'iq <0" makes fare as we 


could-of cſcap Yer dreadfiil' To 
firanp Ago f Su hr 


: days 

1 partrn/ had boos in ſort 
fe of fckneſs we” apprehetided 'Dearh-'ap 

actin e! 'peniterit, how'relt 
Us we all on a ſudder! 
'Hox ondbta' ry Sb rms hombeni 
fi work dem fpet a byes 
we faw our ſelves;in'all ap! 3 


ou the very brink by = 
bur Klves juſt teppinginto 
ednot'; _—_ —__ 
penrindeed,and that ir ft 
"as rubs wltoworch Cs Dot x 
Y n moment, t we 
; lan, i the'vety ſame danger IL then 
| og our ſelves in? Do weknow,any' of us; 
here is {0 much as one day; or one hour, 
ie thisfnotnenc and Eternity ?' Andwhy 
then'are we'not now in as great haſte to #6 
 pent, as we were/in then? "How many*that 
delay from time rorime, are, when they leaſt 
Jae ity 'knock'd down with a'ſadden' blow? 


How 


why 8 
4s 


inly know. | 
; hes, ;: _—_ how.. we ON PERF 'We would 
venture. the. more boldly, to Mi; our HEE 
ia fn-and; yaguy 2; all: we knew. Ty 
.WAS,QEGF, 5: then, it May be ſome 
before, becomg,a ile morg.leriou We 1 JOULAS 10 
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herefore jad not 


have 
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ave vs to knoW'the time of our death; "thar 
we not knowing but it thay be ro morrow, 
br dg day ready'; and fo he' may have 


a, and we ort of a pious life 
yn &r, SD eee, Lawton 
, in hopes that we may-repent hereafter, 


1h It 

aSit 1 is to 'arhips grace may abbiund, WARE is A 
| rn AS i belidve the 4 poſtle) grea to be 
fred;Rom. V1.1 $6 Hiberiaft Qual - 
courſe we can take to ſhorten our days, and to 
Ferre the benefit we hope for. The fear of rhe 
reth aays; ; but the years of the wicked 
es tened * The hope of the #1 hteouy' all 
but the” Gough of the/1 thed 

or, "Prov. X; 27, 2 

= 5 itt, "We can hs give any catKinal 
Mr. nh why "God. ſhould ſo ſtrictly," and 
under ſo fevers Penalties enjoih us the oraftice 
of many excellent Vertues, and forbid us mas 
oy fout Sins ,” if we may hope to pleaſe him; 
and befaved by a very ne or death-bed Re: 
pent arice. Can ſuch Vertues as Sobriety, Tow. X 
br rance and Chaſtity , and many more, "be 
1ght cn us as the proper Exerti- 
Þ<6 # ſick and »g man?” Can the Sins of 
Tlitto ony and fa Jer , Chambering and 


Wanutonneſs, Murther, Theft, Ambition, C6- 
wetuaſneſs 5, and more ſuch like, be forbidden 
upon pain of datnnation, leſt a tan ſhould be 
ity of them ory his Death-bed, or in his aft 
1 Sticks - 


A y . _ ” 
4 : ». 


-* 


Sickneſs, when tis ſomewhat hard torcon;) 
ceive, how a man ſhould have any thoughts: 
of them? Qr canrwe conceive, that the megn-- 
ing of ſuch Commands is no more but this ;/ 
You muſt either do theſe Duties, and ayvid: 
theſe Sins, white you live, or reptat that you: 
haye.not dont fo,. when you are about toidie?* 
What were this but.to fay, Thar all the Com" 
mands of holy {;zving fignity no more, but this;: 
That a man may fafely break them all whilft 
he liveth ; if. he can but keep them, when he. 
can break them no more ; or be ſorry thatho' 
hath broken chem, when he is afraid he is yaſt 
ping to be'damn'd for it ;, or reſolve cw 
them, when he thinks he can live'no longer?” 
"What probability is there, that any Reſt 
tron of repenting* hereafter, is ſincere'? We 
cannot abſolutely reſolve to repent hereafter be=. 
cauſe we cannot certainly know: that we ſhalt 
hye hereafter; and if we reſolve but sonditio- 
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